
PRAYER FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

Father Anthony’s Reflection and Prayer
THE VINEYARD BELONGS TO GOD

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARYTIME, YEARA ISAIAH 5:1-7; PHILIPPIANS 4:6-9; MATTHEW 21:33-43

Dear brothers and sisters, today’s readings speak to us about a vineyard. In the Bible, the vineyard
represents God’s people, His Church, and indeed each one of our lives. God is the loving owner of the
vineyard. He prepares the land, plants it carefully, protects it, and expects it to bear good fruit.

Everything we have is first a gift from God: our life, health, family, faith, gifts, education, work, and the
opportunities placed before us. We are not absolute owners; we are stewards. One day, God will ask each of
us: “What have you done with the vineyard I entrusted to you?”

In the Gospel, the tenants forgot that the vineyard belonged to the owner. They wanted its fruits for
themselves. They rejected his servants and finally killed his son. Their sin was not only violence; it was
selfishness. They wanted God’s gifts without God. They wanted control without responsibility.

This can happen to us too. We may receive many blessings from God, but forget to thank Him. We may use
our time only for ourselves and have no time for prayer. We may enjoy the support of family but fail to love,
listen, or forgive. We may have gifts and talents but use them for pride rather than service. We may come to
church, but fail to bring the fruits of kindness, honesty, purity, justice, and compassion into daily life.

God is patient, but He does expect fruit. The fruit He seeks is notmerelymoney, activity, or outward religion. He
seeks hearts that love Him and lives that reflect Him. He seeks peace in our homes, integrity at work, compassion for
the suffering, faithfulness inmarriage, respect for life, and forgiveness where there has been hurt.

St Paul gives us a beautiful and practical way of bearing fruit. He says: “Have no anxiety at all, but in
everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” Many of us carry
worries about our children, health, finances, future, or relationships. Rather than allowing anxiety to control
us, Paul invites us to bring everything to God in prayer, with thanksgiving.

He also tells us to fill our minds with whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, and gracious. What we
allow into our minds affects the fruit our lives produce. If we feed ourselves constantly with anger, gossip,
impurity, and negativity, these things will grow in us. But if we feed on God’s word, prayer, good
conversation, and acts of charity, our lives will bear good fruit.

This week, let us ask ourselves: What fruit is God seeking from me? Perhaps it is a sincere apology, more time
in prayer, a decision to stop gossiping, a return to Confession, a generous act, or forgiveness for someone
who has hurt us.

The vineyard belongs to God. May He find in each of us the fruits of faith, love, holiness, and peace.

Fr. Anthony Onoko, Pastor

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - OCTOBER 4, 2026

Loving and merciful Father,
As we begin this new month of October, we place into Your caring hands all those who are suffering in body, mind,

or spirit.
We pray especially for all who are battling cancer, heart disease, and every serious illness. Bring them healing,

strength, courage, and peace. Bless their doctors, nurses, carers, and all who support them. May they never feel
alone, for You are close to the broken-hearted and near to all who call upon You.
We pray for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Comfort them in their sorrow, wipe away their tears, and

give eternal rest to those who have died. May the hope of the resurrection strengthen every wounded heart.
We pray for marriages and families experiencing difficulty, misunderstanding, separation, pain, or lack of peace.

Lord, heal what is broken, soften hearts, restore communication, deepen love, and grant the grace of forgiveness and
reconciliation.
Bless all Your children throughout this month. Grant us good health, protection, wisdom, peace in our homes,

success in our work, and growth in faith. May this month bring renewed hope, unexpected blessings, and a deeper
awareness of Your loving presence.
Through the intercession of Our Lady of the Rosary, may God bless us, protect us, and keep us close to His Sacred Heart.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Fr. Anthony Onoko, Pastor
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