TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—AUGUST 23, 2026

Father Anthony’s Reflection and Prayer

ISAIAH 22:19-23; PSALM 138; ROMANS 11:33-36; MATTHEW 16:13-20
Grace and peace to you, my dear brethren in Christ.

The readings of today speak about authority, responsibility and our personal knowledge of Jesus Christ.

THE KEY OF AUTHORITY
In the First Reading, Shebna is removed from office and Eliakim is appointed in his place. God says that He
will place on Eliakim’s shoulder “the key of the house of David.” The key represents authority: what he
opens, no one shuts; what he shuts, no one opens.
This is very important for understanding today's Gospel. Jesus says to Peter: “| will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven.” Jesus deliberately uses the language of Isaiah. As Eliakim received authority in the house
of David, Peter receives a particular authority in the household of Christ, the Church.
This reminds us that authority in the Church is not merely human ambition or privilege; it is a responsibility
entrusted by God for the service of His people.

WHO DO YOU SAY | AM?
At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus first asks what people are saying about Him. They have many answers: John the
Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.
But Jesus moves from public opinion to personal conviction: “But you, who do you say | am?”
Peter responds: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
This is the question every Christian must eventually answer. It is not enough to know what our parents,
priests, friends or the Church say about Jesus. Who is Jesus to me personally?
Our answer cannot remain only on our lips. If Jesus is truly the Christ and Lord, then that confession must
influence our choices, relationships, priorities and way of life.

EVERYTHING COMES FROM GOD

St Paul concludes beautifully in the Second Reading: “From him and through him and for him are all things.”
God's wisdom is deeper than ours. Peter's faith itself was not merely human intelligence; Jesus says it was
revealed by the Father. We are reminded that all authority and knowledge is from God. Hence we are
called to be humble before God and honor Him as the source of everything good that we have.
May the Lord deepen our faith in Jesus Christ. May He help us to recognize Him, confess Him courageously
and live according to our confession. May He give wisdom and fidelity to Pope Leo, the successor of Peter,
and to all who exercise authority in His Church. And may our lives always proclaim with Peter: “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Amen.

Fr. Anthony Onoko, Pastor

WISDOM NUGGETS
An adage says whoever got beaten by the rain but wasn’t struck by lightning should be very grateful.

THE WISDOM
Gratitude is key in every situation, regardless of how bad you think your current situation is, always have it
at the back of your mind that it could actually be worse, but it’s not. So be always be grateful my friend.
Blessings of the new week to all of you,

Fr. Anthony, Pastor




