SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—]JULY 26, 2026

Father Anthony’s Reflection and Prayer
|7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A

Grace and peace dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

The readings this Sunday invite us to reflect on what is truly valuable and to place God at the center of our lives.
In the First Reading (I Kings 3:5, 7-12), the young King Solomon is offered anything he desires. Instead of asking
for wealth, power or a long life, he asks for wisdom - a listening heart that can discern right from wrong.
God is pleased because Solomon seeks God's will before his own interests. It reminds us that wisdom is one
of God's greatest gifts and should be the foundation of every decision we make.

In the Second Reading (Romans 8:28-30), St Paul offers us great hope. He assures us that "all things work to-
gether for good for those who love God." This does not mean that every event in life is good. We still ex-
perience pain, loss, disappointment and suffering. Rather, Paul teaches that God is so loving and powerful
that He can bring good even from life's darkest moments. Nothing is wasted in God's hands.

The Gospel (Matthew 13:44-52) brings these themes together. Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a
hidden treasure and a pearl of great price. The people who discover them joyfully sell everything to possess
them because they recognize their incomparable value. Following Christ may require sacrifice, but whatever
we surrender is insignificant compared to the eternal joy He offers.

As we begin a new week, let us ask ourselves: What is the greatest treasure in my life? May we seek
God's wisdom like Solomon, trust His providence like St Paul, and value His Kingdom above every earthly
possession.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, grant us a listening heart like Solomon, unwavering trust in Your providence, and the wis-
dom to recognize the priceless treasure of Your Kingdom. Help us to seek You above all else and to remain
faithful in every circumstance, knowing that You are always working for our good. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Fr. Anthony Onoko
Pastor

Prayer for the week

Isaiah 46:10 "My counsel shall stand, and | will accomplish all
My purpose." Anyone trying to rewrite the story of your
life and destiny shall fail. The people or powers that were
not there when God formed you in your mother's womb
shall not succeed in their attempt to script another destiny

for you. The purpose of God for your life shall prevail, and
only the counsel of the Almighty God shall stand concerning
you. Every evil agenda against your destiny shall be can-
celled, and every plan of the enemy shall come to nothing.
You shall fulfill God's purpose for your life, walk in His di-
vine plan and enjoy His goodness all the days of your life, In
Jesus Name. Amen.




