
Mass Schedule 
Weekend: St. Sebastian: Sat.4:30 PM     Sunday 9 & 11 AM 
      Epiphany: Sat. 4:00 PM    Sun. 8:30 & 10:30 AM 

Epiphany of Our Lord, 44 Pennsylvania Blvd. Monessen, PA. 
      St. John the Baptist: Sat. 4:00 PM   Sun. 9:30 AM 

St. John the Baptist, 3332 Pittsburgh Rd, Perryopolis, PA 
Daily Mass: Mon.& Thur. 8:00 AM at Epiphany 
         Tuesday:  8:00 AM at St. Sebastian 
         Wednesday: 9:00 AM at St. John the Baptist 
         Friday:  8:00 AM at St. Sebastian 
    10:15 AM at St. Sebastian 
 

Reconciliation—Saturday 
Epiphany—3:00—3:45 PM 

St. Sebastian—3:30—4:15 PM—By appointment anytime. 

Mission Statement 
We the Parish Family of Saint Sebastian, Belle Vernon, serve 
people in Westmoreland and Fayette Counties. We are Roman 
Catholics of various ethnic backgrounds with strong family 
values demonstrating a variety of skills, trades and professions. 
The purpose of the parish is to glorify God by assisting the 
community on the “Journey of a Lifetime” through the Liturgy 
and Sacraments, teaching and preaching the Word of God, and 
witnessing to our faith. As a community of faith, we are com-
mitted to love of God and neighbor through worshiping to-
gether and serving others in caring for their spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs. Each of us is called to strengthen and reach 
beyond our parish through being responsible stewards of our 
time, talent and treasure in the spirit of our patron, St. Sebastian. 

 
801 Broad Avenue ā Belle Vernon, PA 15012 

Parish Office—724-929-9300 saintsebastianchurch.org 
facebook.com/StSebastianChurchBelleVernon 

724-929-9300/emergency sick call 724-397-7035 

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 
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Fr. Anthony’s Reflection 
YOU ARE MY BELOVED SON: THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD, 11TH JANUARY 

 

Grace and peace to you dear brothers and sisters in the Lord. 
 

   Today, we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We recall the day when the sinless 
Savior, who didn't need baptism, joined the queue and received baptism from John the Baptist. He 
received baptism as a way of endorsing the ministry of John. He was baptized as an expression of 
His solidarity with all sinners and He received baptism to show us by example, that baptism is of great importance. He 
received baptism not to be purified but to purify the water of baptism for all those who would be baptized. 
   According to the account of Luke, at the Baptism of Jesus, the Trinity was present, and it was another Epiphany/
Theophany. Three things happened: 
 

 ●Heaven, that was closed against Adam and Eve (humanity), was opened to show that with Jesus, we now 
 have access to the Father. 
 ●The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus, as a sign of empowerment and anointing. 
 ●Then the voice of the Father was heard. For over 400 years, the people of God had not received any word 
 from God. Today, the Father spoke because the person being baptized was His Word, the Word of the Father. 
 

   So today, we want to reflect on the greatest sermon. The pulpit was heaven, the preacher was God and the mes-
sage is "You are my Beloved Son; with you, I am well pleased." 
   God usually sent messages through the prophets. If it was a special message, He would send angels and if it was a 
message of very sublime importance, He sent Archangels. At His Son's baptism, He didn't send any of these; He spoke 
Himself. This matter must be of the greatest importance. 
   God announced to the world that this person being baptized is not like any other person. “He is My Beloved Son 
and I am well pleased with Him”, that is, the fullness of God's favor rests on Jesus. God confirmed what He had spo-
ken about His Son in Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1. 
   This is exactly why we pray in the name of Jesus. This is why we offer the Body and Blood of Jesus at Mass. This is 
why we can confidently ask the Father for mercy for the sake of Jesus and this is why we have hope of heaven - it is all 
because of the Son. The Father honors the Son absolutely. The Son, in turn, completely glorifies the Father by His 
incarnation, His ministry, His complete obedience, His suffering and His death. 
 

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT US? 
   St. Paul tells us in Galatians 3:27, that when we are baptized, we put on Christ. It means that we become what He is 
- we become beloved sons and daughters of God. God sees His Son in us. This is why it is a spiritual abuse to deny 
baptism to a child and it is an injustice to the self to postpone our own baptism. 
   We have established that baptism makes us beloved sons and daughters of God. God accepts us but the question is: 
   Can we say that God is pleased with us or proud of us? With whom we have become and with how we live? 
   Can He say of us "This is my beloved child, in whom I am well pleased” or will He say, "This is my beloved child, 
with whom I am very disappointed?" 
   Take note, God loves us in His Son. That is called ACCEPTANCE and that will not change but being proud of us is 
APPROVAL and that depends on us. 
   We may ask: How can God be proud of me? 
   St. Paul tells us in the Second Reading of today that what we have to do is to give up everything that doesn't lead to 
God. We must give up all our worldly ambitions, be self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this pre-
sent world (Titus 2:12-13). 
   Here is the message of hope. If anyone thinks or has reasons to believe that God is not proud of them, it is never 
too late. In Jesus, there is hope for us. Through Him, we can obtain forgiveness of sins and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we can live a new life of which God approves. 
   It is very important that the Father is well pleased with each of us because to finally enter the place of rest, which is 
our ultimate destination and the ultimate essence of our existence, the Father has to approve us and testify that He is 
pleased with us. 
   Lord Jesus, thank you for making a way for me to be a child of God. Fill me with the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
help me to give up what doesn't lead to God, to live in such a way that the Father can say of me "This is my beloved 
child, with whom I am well pleased." 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD—JANUARY 11, 2026 



SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH, BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA 

We Gather Together-A Meet and Greet 
Saturday, January 17, at St. Sebastian Parish Hall, 

1:00 PM until 3:00 PM 
Refreshments & Hors d'oeuvres 

   A casual Meet and Greet bringing together friends 
and neighbors from our three parishes to connect, 
and to enjoy good company. 
   Open to all parishioners of Epiphany of Our Lord, 
St. John the Baptist and Saint Sebastian.  Come so-
cialize, laugh, and build togetherness. 

Baptism Congratulations: 
To Estelle Katherine Flower, daughter of Grego-
ry and Jill (Hildenbrand) Flower, who was baptized 
in Christ last Sunday.  We welcome Estelle into the 
Church and into our parish family.  God bless her 
and her family. 

 

Final Diocesan Youth Confirmation Retreat  
Saturday, January 17 is the final oppor-
tunity to attend a Diocesan Confirmation 
Retreat for 2025-2026.  All youth Confir-
mation Candidates are expected to attend 

one of the three retreats offered. 
The retreat is at Christ Our Shepherd Center from 
9am-7pm.  A parent, guardian, or sponsor is ex-
pected to attend from 4:45pm-7pm. 
To register and for more information, visit 
www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/youth-confirmation. 

Blessing for Baptismal Graces 
Dear God, 
Through Baptism, You called and claimed us as Your 
own, chosen and loved. 
Pour Your blessing upon us as we remember our Bap-
tism. 
Plant Your identity in our hearts. 
Help us to live as Your beloved. 
Amen.                                                                                                    ©LPi 

Sincere Thanks 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
I am so very appreciative of the many prayers, 
cards, gifts, cookies and candies that I've re-
ceived from you, the parishioners of Saint Se-
bastian.  I thank each and every one of you for 
remembering me and for your many kindnesses 
to me this Christmas.  
 

God bless all of you, Fr. Anthony  

Winter Closing Schedule 
This winter, if there is a 2 hour delay for school, the parish office 
will also have a 2 hour opening delay.  If there is a school can-
celation, the parish office will also be closed.  If a Mass was 
scheduled, it will be cancelled and rescheduled.  Please follow 
your local school district. Questions, please call the parish office. 

Christmas  Thank You   
Thank you to all our parishioners for the many 
Christmas wishes, beautiful cards, generous 
gifts, and the countless cookies shared this 
Christmas season. Your kindness, thoughtful-
ness, and prayers are deeply appreciated and 
are a true blessing. May the Lord reward you 
abundantly and fill your homes with His peace 
and joy. 
With love, thanksgiving, and gratitude,  
     Fr. Mike 
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SECURE MAILBOX 
A secure mailbox is located out-
side the Parish Office in the 
breezeway between the church 
and the Parish Office.  If you have 
any correspondence, church en-
velopes, etc. you may place them in the secure 
mailbox if the office is closed.  This mail slot, for 
your convenience, offers security for items left for 
the office. 
 

Eucharist to the Homebound 
If you or any member of your immediate family is 
homebound for a time and would like to receive the 
Eucharist, please call the Parish Office.  Arrangements 
can be made for an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion to bring the Eucharist.  Also, if you would 
like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and you 
are homebound, please call the Parish Office (724-929-
9300) and one of the priests will arrange to visit you. 
 

Eucharist to the Handicapped at 
Sunday Mass 
Parishioners who are disabled in any way and cannot 
walk to the front of the Church, are invited to sit near-
est the side aisle in their pew.  A Eucharistic  Minister 
or the priest will bring you Holy Communion.  Please 
stand or indicate in some way as the Minister approach-
es that you wish to receive Communion while at your 
seat. 
 

Ministry of Care 
As part of this parish Ministry, the names of those in 
need of prayer will be printed in the Sunday bulletin.  If 
you or a member of your family find you are in need of 
prayer, please call the parish office and the name will be 
listed in the bulletin for at least one month.  If you wish 
the request to continue, please call the parish office 
again.  All parishioners are invited to be a part of this 
Ministry by lifting to the Lord in prayer the needs and 
concerns of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Lord, please remember the sick of our 
parish and community: 
 

Rita Mandarino 
Bernadette Dayner 
George L. Cowan 

C.J. Moody 
Lord, give them strength in body, courage 
in spirit, and patience in pain.  We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Diocese of Greensburg Sponsored Event 

Would you like to join our Parish? 
Has your information changed? 

Simply fill out this coupon and drop it into the collection basket 
and a registration form will be mailed to you. 

OR 
You can pick up a registration form from the church pamphlet 
racks and mail it to the Parish Office. 
 
Or scan the QR code for the Parish registration form. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  
Please check all that apply: 
 
 

__New Parishioner __I would like Envelopes 
 

__Change Information 
Name_________________________________ 
 
Address_______________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip__________________________ 
 
Phone_________________________________ 
 
E-mail_________________________________ 
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9 Days for Life Novena  
Join thousands of Catholics nation-
wide in the annual Respect Life nove-
na 9 Days for Life, Friday, January 16 – 
Saturday, January 24. Get daily inten-
tions, brief reflections, and more by 
email or text message. Sign up 

at https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-signup  
 

DCCW “Pray for Life” January 23, 
at Christ Our Shepherd Center 

Everyone is invited to join in a day of prayer hosted by 
the Greensburg Diocesan Council of the National Coun-
cil of Catholic Women (DCCW) at Christ Our Shepherd 
Center, Greensburg, on Friday, January 23, the day of the 
March for Life in Washington, D.C. The day will begin 
with the Rosary for Priests at 11:30 AM, followed by 
Mass at noon, Rosary for Life at 1:30 PM, Stations of the 
Cross for Life at 2:15 PM, Divine Mercy chaplet at 3:00 
PM, Litany for Life at 3:30 PM and Benediction & closing 
prayer at 4:00 PM There is no cost, and those attending 
can stay all day or part of the day. The DCCW will also 
be accepting donations of diapers and baby items for 
pregnancy centers in the Diocese. 
 
Project Rachel Ministry 
The Diocese of Greensburg's Project Rachel Ministry is 
prepared to assist those suffering as the result of being 
involved in an abortion. Bishop Michael Burbidge, from 
Arlington, VA, sums up Project Rachel’s  mission and 
purpose by informing us, “Diocesan-based abortion heal-
ing ministry, most often called Project Rachel Ministry, 
seeks to accompany those who suffer from abortion as 
they receive Christ’s mercy, comfort , and healing. Pro-
ject Rachel Ministry serves as a bridge to God’s mercy, 
helping him to make parƟcipants whole and restoring his 
relaƟonship with them as his beloved daughters and 
sons.” For confidenƟal, compassionate help, call 724-552
-1832 or email projectrachel@dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

 

St. Sebastion Regional Catholic School 
Open House 

Sunday, January 25, 2026 
12:30-2:00 PM 

RSVP to EFouch@sssbv.org 

· Doors open at 9:30am.   
 
· The Most Reverend Larry J. Kulick will celebrate 
Mass for the Second Sunday of Lent at 
4:30pm.  Families are welcome to attend the Mass. 
 
· Registration closes February 20. 
 
· Open to all Middle School students - Bring a friend 
and come ready to encounter the Lord 
 
· Cost is $25 per student.  No one will be turned 
away for inability to pay. 
Contact: 
ffd@dioceseofgreeensburg.org for more information. 



Liturgies this Week 
January 10—Vigil 
4:30 PM † (Death Anniv) Sonny Forgas—Daughter, Lisa & 

Family 
January 11—Baptism of the Lord 
9:00 AM For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 
11:00 AM † Warner Wisyanski—Sue Dunlop 
Monday, January 12 
8:00 AM Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesday, January 13—St. Hilary 
8:00 AM Special Intention of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday, January 14 
9:00 AM Mass at St. John the Baptist 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday, January 15 
8:00 AM Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 
Friday, January 16 
8:00 AM † Deceased of the Koury & Constantine 
    Families—Family 
    Eucharistic Adoration 
10:15 AM For Alll the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 
January 17—Vigil 
4:30 PM For Our Homebound Parishioners—A Friend 
January 18—Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 AM For All  the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 
11:00 AM † (Death Anniv) Alberta M. White—Nephew, 

Ted Harhai 
 

The Rosary is Prayed Sundays at 830 AM.  
Please join us! 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD—JANUARY 11, 2026 

December 24/25, 2025 Total Collection—$19,624.00 

December 27/28, 2025 Total Collection—$8,953.00 

January 3/4, 2026 Total Collection—$12,951.75 

 
 

Thank you for supporting St. Sebastian Parish. 
Consider online giving. 

Scan the QR code for to set up your account. 

The Parish Staff 
Pastor—Rev. Anthony Onoko 
aonoko@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Parochial Vicar—Rev. Michael Thomas  
mthomas@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Office Manager/Clearances—Mrs. Amy Legeza 
alegeza@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Regional Business manager (off site)—Ms. Christine Coletti 
ccoletti@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Regional Director of Faith Formation and Discipleship 
Mrs. Adelle Slebodnik  
aslebodnik@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Coordinator of Liturgical Music—Mr. Dean Dellamalva 
ddellamalva@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Parish Secretary—Mrs. Linda Drury 
ldrury@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Bulletin/Faith Formation Secretary—Mrs. Darleen Koury 
dkoury@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Maintenance/Housekeeping—Ms. Lynn Rusnak 
lrusnak@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Maintenance—Mr. Patrick Frederick 
pfrederick@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

St. Sebastian Regional Catholic School 
Principal—Mrs. Carole Aiello 
caiello@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
School Business Manager— 
Ms. Tiffany Zetty—TZetty@sssbv.org 
School Telephone | 724-929-5143 
Website | sssbv.org 

Please scan the QR code for: 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

 

(OCIA) ORDER OF  
CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

PLEASE NOTE: If you plan to invite any guest speaker to a 
church event, please first contact Adelle Slebodnik at 724-244-
9434 or aslebodnik@dioceseofgreensburg.org. The Diocese 
requires all guest speakers to be vetted and have the required 
clearances. Thank you for your cooperation. 

End of the Year Statements 
As you are gathering all of those important papers to 
file your taxes, if you need a copy of what you have 
contributed to the Church, please give us a call at the 
office and we will mail one out to you. 



ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish,
Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides
the most accurate liturgy
data in the U.S., and we are
grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats

Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates

PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel

Joseph R Rygiel

724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania
FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 

FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Commercial & Residential 

PRESSURE WASHING

Call Frank Yoder

724-217-4523

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/PA
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North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue

724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern

Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.

N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon

www.FergusonFHC.com

Parzynski Funeral Home & CremaƟons LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com

Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis
Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 

snovosel@4LPi.com 

(800) 477-4574 x6318

www.candeloresbarkingbeauties.com

NEW! VIP MEMBERSHIP

Membership Perks:

• 40% OFF all baths & grooms

   at our physical locations

• 15% OFF all mobile grooming services

• 15% OFF daycare and boarding services

Membership Options:

• $9.99/month — flexible, cancel anytime

• $99/year — one-time payment

   for even more savings!

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue

North Belle Vernon, PA 15012

Telephone (724) 929-0144


