BAPTISM OF THE LORD—JANUARY 11, 2026

Fr. Anthony’s Reflection
YOU ARE MY BELOVED SON: THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD, | ITH JANUARY

Grace and peace to you dear brothers and sisters in the Lord.

Today, we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We recall the day when the sinless
Savior, who didn't need baptism, joined the queue and received baptism from John the Baptist. He £
received baptism as a way of endorsing the ministry of John. He was baptized as an expression of k=
His solidarity with all sinners and He received baptism to show us by example, that baptism is of great importance. He
received baptism not to be purified but to purify the water of baptism for all those who would be baptized.

According to the account of Luke, at the Baptism of Jesus, the Trinity was present, and it was another Epiphany/
Theophany. Three things happened:

eHeaven, that was closed against Adam and Eve (humanity), was opened to show that with Jesus, we now
have access to the Father.

e The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus, as a sign of empowerment and anointing.

eThen the voice of the Father was heard. For over 400 years, the people of God had not received any word
from God. Today, the Father spoke because the person being baptized was His Word, the Word of the Father.

So today, we want to reflect on the greatest sermon. The pulpit was heaven, the preacher was God and the mes-
sage is "You are my Beloved Son; with you, | am well pleased."

God usually sent messages through the prophets. If it was a special message, He would send angels and if it was a
message of very sublime importance, He sent Archangels. At His Son's baptism, He didn't send any of these; He spoke
Himself. This matter must be of the greatest importance.

God announced to the world that this person being baptized is not like any other person. “He is My Beloved Son
and | am well pleased with Him”, that is, the fullness of God's favor rests on Jesus. God confirmed what He had spo-
ken about His Son in Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1.

This is exactly why we pray in the name of Jesus. This is why we offer the Body and Blood of Jesus at Mass. This is
why we can confidently ask the Father for mercy for the sake of Jesus and this is why we have hope of heaven - it is all
because of the Son. The Father honors the Son absolutely. The Son, in turn, completely glorifies the Father by His
incarnation, His ministry, His complete obedience, His suffering and His death.

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT US?

St. Paul tells us in Galatians 3:27, that when we are baptized, we put on Christ. It means that we become what He is
- we become beloved sons and daughters of God. God sees His Son in us. This is why it is a spiritual abuse to deny
baptism to a child and it is an injustice to the self to postpone our own baptism.

We have established that baptism makes us beloved sons and daughters of God. God accepts us but the question is:

Can we say that God is pleased with us or proud of us? With whom we have become and with how we live?

Can He say of us "This is my beloved child, in whom | am well pleased” or will He say, "This is my beloved child,
with whom | am very disappointed?"

Take note, God loves us in His Son. That is called ACCEPTANCE and that will not change but being proud of us is
APPROVAL and that depends on us.

We may ask: How can God be proud of me?

St. Paul tells us in the Second Reading of today that what we have to do is to give up everything that doesn't lead to
God. We must give up all our worldly ambitions, be self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this pre-
sent world (Titus 2:12-13).

Here is the message of hope. If anyone thinks or has reasons to believe that God is not proud of them, it is never
too late. In Jesus, there is hope for us. Through Him, we can obtain forgiveness of sins and by the power of the Holy
Spirit, we can live a new life of which God approves.

It is very important that the Father is well pleased with each of us because to finally enter the place of rest, which is
our ultimate destination and the ultimate essence of our existence, the Father has to approve us and testify that He is
pleased with us.

Lord Jesus, thank you for making a way for me to be a child of God. Fill me with the power of the Holy Spirit, and
help me to give up what doesn't lead to God, to live in such a way that the Father can say of me "This is my beloved
child, with whom | am well pleased."




