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WEEK I, YEARI.

1 SAMUEL 1:1-8; PSALM 116; MARK 1:14-20

Yesterday, | reflected on trusting God even when life does not
make sense. (The feast of the Baptism of the Lord) | said that
there are situations that confuse us, wound us, or leave us
questioning God. Yet, when we walk through them with trust,
clarity eventually comes. God always makes sense in the
end.

Today’s First Reading gives us a concrete example. Hannah
was faithful, prayerful, and God fearing. Yet her devotion
seemed unrewarded. Peninnah, the second wife of her
husband, had many children, while Hannah had none. Peninnah practiced a form of

religiosity that did not transform her character. It was spirituality without charity.

This kind of situation can make people feel that God is unfair. But we know how the story
ends. God was never unjust. He was simply working in His own time. Today, the world
remembers Hannah through her son, Samuel. Very little, if anything, is remembered of the
many sons and daughters of Peninnah.

However, | want us to focus not on Hannah’s pain, but on Peninnah’s attitude. She mocked,
taunted, and humiliated Hannah because she lacked what she herself possessed.

This raises an important question for us. What is our attitude towards those we consider
less privileged than ourselves?

Towards those who do not have what we have, know what we know, or are blessed in the
way weare?

How do we treat those who struggle, who carry visible weaknesses, or who are different
from us?

Do we treat them like Peninnah treated Hannah, or do we respond with love, patience,
kindness, tolerance, and gentleness?

Jesus shows us the right attitude. In today’s Gospel, when He begins His mission, He does
not go first to the powerful, the learned, or the wealthy. He goes to the seaside; He calls



fishermen. He walks into ordinary places where simple people gather. He chooses the
lowly and the overlooked. This was His way throughout His earthly life.

Beloved in the Lord, mocking others for who they are or what they lack is not strength. Itis a
sign of

spiritual ignorance, lack of charity, and hidden arrogance. Scripture reminds us clearly that
God has no favorites; He loves us all equally (Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11).

I end with the words of Proverbs 17:5: “Those who mock the poor insult their Maker; those
who rejoice at the misfortune of others will be punished.”

May the Lord give us hearts that reflect His own. Amen



