STAY AWAKE: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A, 30TH NOVEMBER 2025
ISAIAH 2:1-5; PSALM 121; ROMANS 13:11-14; MATTHEW 24:37-44

Grace and peace to you dear brothers and
sisters in the Lord. Today is the first Sunday
of Advent, year “A”. Itis the beginning of a
new liturgical year in the Church.

The Advent season, being the season
" preceding the Christmas season, is a
season of prayer, repentance, preparation,

hope and anticipation. Itis a time to
1 ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus in

history (Christmas), to welcome Him as He

comes to us daily in mystery and to prepare
for His second coming in glory.

We are reminded that just as Jesus came in history and He comes daily in mystery, He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and His coming will have no end. This is
what we profess every Sunday, when we recite the Nicene Creed:

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no
end. The question is: "How do we respond to the message of the second coming of Jesus?"

Some people do not believe in this. St Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:1-18 that many do not
believe in the second coming of Jesus. Some think it is ridiculous because they have been
hearing this all this time and yet Jesus has not come and therefore He won't come.

Some, on the other hand, are frightened that Jesus is coming again and are scared that this
world that they cherish so much, in which they have invested so much, will come to an end.

The readings of today provide answers and insights for us on what our response to this
message should be.

In the Second Reading, St. Paul warns us to give up the deeds of darkness. Deeds of
darkness are things that we should not be doing as children of God, things that could
potentially cause scandal when revealed about us, things that would make us ashamed
when we stand before the Lord.

In the First Reading, the Prophet Isaiah says that we should walk in the light of the Lord, i.e,
we should live as children of light, giving no room for hidden sins.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us two things about His second coming.



A. ltis certain
B. It will be sudden.

Because itis certain and it will be sudden, one of the counsels that Jesus gave us is to be
awake.

Sleeping is good; it relaxes the body but we all know that if one oversleeps, one can bein
trouble. One can sleep and miss an appointment or miss where he/she is supposed to
alight from a bus/train. To be spiritually asleep is also dangerous. Let us therefore be awake
spiritually as we await the second coming of Jesus.

What does it mean to be awake spiritually?

1. We should never be lax in prayers and our Christian duties. A Christian who is lax in
prayers or who has grown lukewarm is dangerously asleep.

2. To be awake means to be careful of and alert to small, hidden and habitual sins that may
want to creep into our lives and gradually destroy our spiritual edifice.

3. To be awake means to be discerning, to be able to differentiate temptation from blessing,
to discern what is deceitful, false and evil, no matter how good or godly it appears.

Dear friends, the message today is to be spiritually awake and to be ready always, because
Jesus is coming again - it is certain and it will be sudden.

- Fr. Anthony Onoko



