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Mass Schedule 
Weekend:  Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

Weekday: Monday and Thursday—8:00 AM at Epiphany 
Tuesday—8:00 AM at St. Sebastian 

Friday—10:15 AM—School Mass at Saint Sebastian 
 

Reconciliation—Saturday 
Epiphany—3:00 PM—4:00 PM St. Sebastian—3:15 PM—4:15 PM 

By appointment anytime 

 

724-929-9300/emergency sick call 724-397-7035    saintsebastianchurch.org    facebook.com/StSebastianChurchBelleVernon 

 

Consider online giving. 
Scan the QR code for to set up your account. 

St. Sebastian Regional Catholic School 
School Website ~ sssbv.org 
Mrs. Carole Aiello: Principal 
caiello@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Ms. Tiffany Zetty: School Business Manager 
TZetty@sssbv.org 
School Telephone ~ 724-929-5143 

Please scan the QR code for: 
 

Baptism Preparation 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation 
 
 
 
 

(OCIA) Order of  
Christian Initiation 

of Adults 

MISSION STATEMENT  We the Parish Family of Saint Sebastian, 
Belle Vernon, serve people in Westmoreland and Fayette Counties.  
We are Roman Catholics of various ethnic backgrounds with strong 
family values demonstrating a variety of skills, trades and professions.  
The purpose of the parish is to glorify God by assisting the community 
on the “Journey of a Lifetime” through the Liturgy and Sacraments, 
teaching and preaching the Word of God, and witnessing to our faith.  
As a community of faith, we are committed to love of God and neigh-
bor through worshiping together and serving others in caring for their 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs.  Each of us is called to 
strengthen and reach beyond our parish through being responsible 
stewards of our time, talent and treasure in the spirit of our patron, St. 
Sebastian. 



TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—SEPTEMBER 7, 2025 

Fr. Anthony’s reflection: 
THAT WE MAY BE BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM 

Week 21, Year 1, 1 Thessalonians, Psalm 90, Matt. 24:42-51 
   In the First Reading, St. Paul praises the faith of 
the Thessalonians. He says their firm faith is a great 
consolation to him in his troubles. He goes ahead to 
pray for them, that the Lord may increase their love, 
confirm their hearts in holiness and that they may be 
blameless in the sight of God when Jesus comes again. 
   This is a prayer we should also make our own: 
that our faith may be firm and commendable, that 
our love for God and neighbor may grow stronger, 
that our hearts may be confirmed in holiness, and 
that when Jesus comes or calls us at death, we may 
be found ready and blameless. 
   In the Gospel, Jesus reminds us to be watchful, 
like the faithful servant who is diligent in doing what 
the Master has asked, not like the careless servant 
who becomes distracted, lazy, or sinful. It is not 
enough to pray to be ready; we must watch and live 
accordingly - watch what we say and do, what we 
allow to influence us, and how we treat others. Fre-
quent confession, sincere repentance, and devotion 
to Our Blessed Mother all help us to remain pre-
pared, so that when the accuser points to our sins, 
we may already have obtained God’s mercy. 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK 
* May the Lord fill you with His peace, calm every worry in 
your heart, and give you the joy that no one can take away. 
* May His favor rest upon you and your families. May 
your homes be blessed with unity, love, and under-
standing. May He protect your children, strengthen 
your marriages, and comfort you in every trial. 
* May the Lord Jesus be your strength in times of 
weakness, your light in moments of confusion, and 
your consolation in sorrow. May He bless the work of 
your hands and provide for your every need. 
* May the Holy Spirit inspire you with courage to wit-
ness to Christ. May He open your lips to speak the 
Good News, guide your steps in the way of holiness, 
and make your life a shining light of God’s love. 
* May the Lord grant healing to the sick among you, 
peace to the troubled, and hope to the downhearted. 
And may the souls of your departed loved ones rest in 
eternal joy. 
* Through the intercession of Our Blessed Mother 
Mary and all the angels and saints, may Almighty God 
bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.             Fr. Anthony 

St. Augustine: Thursday, 
28 August 2025 

Today we celebrate St. Augus-
tine, one of the greatest teachers 
and saints in the history of the 
Church. 

Augustine was born in Tagaste, North Africa, in 
354. His father, Patricius, was a pagan, but his 
mother, St. Monica, was a devout Christian who 
prayed tirelessly for him. In his youth, Augustine 
lived a wild life, fathered a child outside of marriage, 
and pursued worldly ambitions. Yet, through the 
prayers of his mother and the influence of St. Am-
brose, he encountered the grace of God and was bap-
tized in 387. 
From that moment, his life was transformed. He 
returned to Africa, embraced a life of prayer and 
study, and eventually became bishop of Hippo. For 
34 years, he guided his people with wisdom and 
fought against heresies that threatened the faith. 
His writings, like Confessions and The City of God 
remain treasures of the Church, and many of his 
sayings are still quoted today. 
Augustine’s story reminds us of what God’s grace 
can do. He was once a restless and sinful young 
man, but by grace he became a holy bishop and 
doctor of the Church. Like the Thessalonians of 
today’s First Reading, Augustine’s faith, love, and 
holiness became a source of consolation and 
strength for generations. 
His life also echoes the Gospel call to watchfulness: 
he nearly wasted his life on pleasures and false pur-
suits, but when he turned to God, he became that 
faithful servant, ready for the Master’s return. 
Dear friends, as we honor St. Augustine today, let 
us be inspired by his conversion and holiness. Let 
us ask for his intercession, that our restless hearts 
may also find their rest in God, and that we may 
live each day in faith, love, and holiness, blameless 
before the Lord when He comes. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
God has promised forgiveness to your repentance 
but He has not promised tomorrow to your 
procrastination.           St. Augustine. 



Liturgies this Week 
September 6—Vigil 
4:30 PM (Death Anniv) Thomas R. Hartman—Wife & 

Family 
September 7—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 AM (Date of Birth) Timothy Ambrose—Family 
11:00 AM For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 
Monday, September 8—Nativity of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 
8:00 AM Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesday, September 9—St. Peter Claver 
8:00 AM (Date of Birth) Jackie Koliscak—Tammy Trasatti 
Wednesday, September 10 
9:00 AM Mass at St. John the Baptist 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursday, September 11 
8:00 AM Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 
Friday, September 12—Most Holy Name of Mary 
10:15 AM In Honor of James Hoffman’s 90th 

Birthday—Wife, Joanne & Family 
 Eucharistic Adoration 
Saturday, September 13—Vigil 

The Vigil Mass will be celebrated at Cedar Creek Park 
4:30 PM Mary Kovalsky—Betty Ann & Wayne 

Zackol 
September 14—Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
9:00 AM (Death Anniv) Catherine Matson—Niece, Maggie 

Kelly 
11:00 AM John “Jack” Rocco—Kathleen Driesen 
 

The Rosary is Prayed Sundays prior to the 9 AM Mass.  
Please join us! 

 

Rosary Prayer Breakfast 
The Ladies of Faith are sponsoring a Prayer Breakfast 
on Saturday, October 4 beginning with Mass at 9:00 
AM, followed by the recitation of the Rosary.  
Breakfast will then be served in the Parish Hall. Guest, 
Carol Cannizzaro will speak on “The Power of the 
Rosary”.  Registration forms can be found in the 
Church pamphlet racks. The cost is $10 due with the 
form.  Any questions call Darleen Koury at 724-929-
9300. 

 

Season 5 of The Chosen begins in the Upper 
Room and take us through the events of Holy Week 
leading up to Jesus’ arrest after the Last Supper. Join us 
Thursday, September 11 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Epiphany Church Hall as we watch the drama unfold. 

SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH, BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA 

Youth Faith Formation 
Religious Education 
Attention Faith Formation Families. 
Registration for Formation classes for children 
from 3 years of age through 12th grade is now avail-
able online. Registration link information is available 
in the bulletin, on our parish website and on our 
facebook page. 
There are options for our younger ones up to 5th 
Grade.  Start dates depend on site: 
St. Anne’s Oct.5. St. Peter’s Oct 6, St. Sebastian 
Oct. 14. 
 

CALLED Youth Ministry for Grades 6 thru 8 will 
meet on Sundays from 6:00-7:30pm. 
 

IMPACT Youth Ministry for Grades 9 thru 12 
will meet on select Sunday evenings. 
 

Both Youth Ministry sessions will begin on Sun-
day, September 28. 
 

Sacrament Prep for 2nd and 8th Grade youth will 
begin on Saturday, October 4. 
Any questions, please email Julianna or Adelle. The 
emails can be found on the cover of the bulletin. 
 

 

Picnic at Cedar Creek Pavil-
ion #16 on September 13.  Picnic 
time 1:00 til 4:00 PM.  Check the 
Picnic Flyer in the church pamphlet 

racks.  The day concludes with Mass at 4:00 PM. 
There will be NO 4:30 PM Mass at St. Sebastian 
on September 13. 
 

Fall Fundraiser—The Ladies of Faith 
offer a Mum Fundraiser: $15 for 10” Mums. 
Vouchers sold before and after all Masses 
this weekend, Sept. 6/7. Pickup date to be an-
nounced. 
 

Paint & Sip—October 11, 12:00 PM 
the Ladies of Faith will host a Paint n Sip 
fundraiser. The cost is $35/person and 
space is limited. Call/text Patty at 724-288-8644 for 
tickets. 

Due to the early transmission of  this bulletin, the fi-
nancial report for August 31 will be in the next bulletin. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

	 Parishioner Owned
	 and Operated
	 Mon-Sat
	 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

Commercial & Residential 
PRESSURE WASHING

Call Frank Yoder
724-217-4523

WWW.CANDELORESBARKINGBEAUTIES.COM

Enjoy $10 off your f irst groom!
We’re all over the Pittsburgh area —

catch us in Elizabeth, Finleyville,
Monongahela, White Oak, North

Huntingdon, Plum, Bethel Park and
more tail-wagging locations coming soon!

No appointment needed!


