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Baptism Preparation 
Please call the Faith Formation Office, 724-929-9300. 
 

Faith Formation 
Please call the Faith Formation Office, 724-929-9300. 
 

(OCIA) Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 

For Further information in becoming a Catholic, please 
call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Reconciliation 
Throughout December the Saturday confessions will be 

cancelled in lieu of the Penance Services.  Please see the 

Advent Schedule inside this bulletin. 

Saint Sebastian Regional Catholic School 

School Website ~ sssbv.org 

Mrs. Carole Aiello: Principal 

caiello@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Ms. Tiffany Zetty: School Business Manager 

TZetty@sssbv.org 

School Telephone ~ 724-929-5143 

801 Broad Avenue · Belle Vernon, PA 15012 

Parish Office—724-929-9300 saintsebastianchurch.org 

facebook.com/StSebastianChurchBelleVernon 

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg 

Mass Schedule 

 Weekend:  Saturday 4:30 PM, Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

 Weekday: Monday, & Thursday—8:00 AM at Epiphany of Our Lord 

 Tuesday, 8:00 AM & Friday, 10:15 AM at Saint Sebastian 

 

Consider online giving.   
Click the QR code for “myEoffering” 

to set up your account. 

 



Epiphany  

Blessing,  

Explained 
The Epiphany house-

hold blessing is a centu-

ries-old tradition that 

invokes God’s blessing 

on all who enter one’s 

home. 

All you need for an 

Epiphany blessing is 

chalk, which is usually made available by parishes either 

on the feast of the Epiphany or in the weeks leading up to 

it. There are a few different formulas for blessings out 

there, but the essence of the ritual is always the same: a 

priest or the head of the household calls down God’s 

blessing on the house and everyone who comes into it, 

and an inscription is made above the door in chalk. 

The inscription reads: the first two digits of the year + C + 

M + B + the last two digits of the year (20+C+M+B+25). 

The initials C, M and B represent the names of the magi 

— Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar — and also signify the 

Latin phrase Christus mansionem benedicat: “May Christ 

bless the house.” 
©LPi 

Liturgies this Week 
Take & Eat Faith Formation begins with 4:30 Mass 

January 4—Vigil 

4:30 PM (Death Anniv) Josephine Bacha—Family 
January 5—Solemnity of the Epiphany of Our Lord 

9:00 AM Jack Rocco—Margaret Pennline & Family 

11:00 AM Frank Silko—Bob & Nikki Holmes 

Monday, January 6—St. André Bessette 

8:00 AM Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, January 7—St. Raymond of Penafort 

8:00 AM John Dunlop—Marcella Niccolai 

Wednesday, January 8 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, January 9 

8:00 AM Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, January 10 

10:15 AM (Date of Birth) Victoria Barnot—Son, John 

Saturday, January 11—Vigil 

4:30 PM Jack Zdilla—Marsha & Greg Grados 

January 12—Baptism of the Lord 

9:00 AM For the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 AM Robert Niccolai—Jacqueline Ruscitti 

  Sacrament of Baptism 
 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS. PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

Baptism Congratulations to Dax Daniel Pearce, 

son of Anthony Pearce and Rachelle Rischitelli who was 

baptized in Christ last Sunday.  We welcome Dax into the 

Church and into our parish family.  God bless him and his 

family. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet this Wednesday, 

January 8, in the Parish Center at 11:00 AM and again at 

6:30 PM.  Questions, call Joannie at 412-657-7880. 
 

Sympathy and Prayers—Please remember in your 
prayers those who have died:  RICHARD W. ZURAW, 
Sr..  We extend our sympathy to his family.  May he rest 
in peace. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD –JANUARY 5, 2025 

Scripture Reflection This Week 
 

The Epiphany is rich in symbol-

ism, particularly in the gifts of 

Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh, 

which highlight Christ’s kingship 

and priesthood, as well as the 

names of the Magi—Balthasar, 

Melchior, and Caspar. Though 

these names are not found in 

scripture, they originated from the 

5th-century document Excerpta Latina Barbari, gaining 

popularity in the Middle Ages  

Balthasar, a variant of the Hebrew Belshazzar meaning 

"Baal protects the king," symbolizes a worshiper of Baal 

kneeling before Christ, the True God to whom all shale 

kneel (Philippians 2:10–11). Melchior, meaning "King 

of Light," references Christ as the “Light of the 

World” (John 8:12). Caspar, derived from the Chaldean 

"gizbar," means "treasurer," signifying the great treasure 

found in Christ, whose kingdom is the “pearl of great 

price” (Matthew 13:45-46)  

Ultimately, the Magi's journey reminds us that true ful-

fillment comes not from following our own paths, but 

from bowing to Christ and His mission. In following the 

Light of Light, we can discover the true treasure of His 

kingdom. 

Offertory for December 22 
Regular Offertory:           $  10,764.00 

Utilities/Maintenance:     $         50.00 

Votives:                           $       374.00 

Catholic Accent:              $          3.00 

Immaculate Conception:  $        80.00 

Family Services:              $        36.00 

Oplatki:                            $        78.00 

End of Year Gift:            $       220.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:          $        30.00 

Cap. Project/Roof:           $        25.00 

Christmas:                        $      905.00 

Solemnity of Mary:          $        10.00 

Christmas Appeal:           $    1,620.00 
 

Total Dec. 21/22     $  14,195.00 
 

Thank you for supporting St. Sebastian Parish. 

Due to the early 

transmission of 

this bulletin, the 

financial report 

for December 29, 

will be in 

a future 

bulletin. 



SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH, BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA 

CONFIRMATION MEETINGS 
For those students, who will be 

Confirmed in June, there will be 

an Intergenerational Workshop 

for student & parent/guardian, on 

January 18 from 10:00 AM—12 

Noon, at Epiphany of Our Lord, 

Monessen; this Workshop will be 

repeated on February 1 at the 

Historic Church of St. Peter, 

Brownsville from 10:00 AM—12 Noon. 

The Confirmands are also to meet with Bishop Kulick on 

February 25 from 6:00 PM  8:30 PM at St. Joseph 

Church in Uniontown. 

The Regional Confirmation Retreat will be held at St. 

John the Baptist Church, Perryopolis on Sunday, March 

30, beginning with 9:30 AM Mass and closing at 5:00 

PM. 

 

Sacrament of First Penance 
This year the Sacrament of First Penance 

will take place on Tuesday, January 7 at 

6:00 PM at Saint Sebastian Parish.  Please  

keep our young parishioners in your pray-

ers as they prepare to receive this Sacra-

ment. 

 

Washington DC—MARCH FOR LIFE 
 The annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., 

will be held Friday, January 24.  Two parishes can be 

contacted for information: St. Bernard of Clairvaux Par-

ish, Indiana, PA (Bill Ager, 724-465-4522); and Mother 

of Sorrows Parish, Murrysville, (Barb Koury, barbkou-

ry@gmail.com or 412-480-6490).  

 Locally, the Greensburg Diocesan Council of the 

National Council of Catholic Women will “Pray for Life” 

that day at Christ Our Shepherd Center. The schedule be-

gins at 11:30 AM and includes Mass, Rosary, Litany and 

Stations, closing with Benediction at 4:00 PM. A free-will 

offering and donations of diapers and baby items, for dis-

tribution to pregnancy centers in the Diocese, will be col-

lected. Attendees can drop in or stay all day. 

 

National Shrine of Divine Mercy 
The Church of St. Anne, Rostraver,  is planning a trip to 

Stockton, Massachusetts the weekend of April 26/27, Di-

vine Mercy Sunday.  Included will be Mass, confession, 

adoration, rosary, chaplet of the Divine Mercy and bene-

diction.  If interested call 724-872-3555 or visit 

www.shrineofdivinemercy.org. 

From Monsignor Gaston 

 As was announced recently 

Bishop Larry Kulick has appointed 

Father Vincent Concepcion as the 

Administrator of Epiphany of Our 

Lord and St. Sebastian Parishes, ef-

fective Wednesday, January 8, 2025, 

with residence at St. Sebastian Rec-

tory.  Fr. Michael Thomas will con-

tinue as Parochial Vicar for both parishes remaining in 

residence at Epiphany Rectory. 

 Please join me in welcoming Fr. Vincent to 

these parishes.  He has previously served as a Parochial 

Vicar in the Uniontown Parishes and Pastor of St. Ed-

ward Parish, Herminie, and Seven Dolors Parish, Yukon. 

 As of January 8, my time as Administrator Pro-

Tem will end.  I have truly enjoyed our time together 

and the many things that have happened in the last 6 

months.  I am grateful for your good will and openness 

in this time of transition.  I am sure that our paths will 

most likely cross again.  Who knows, I may be invited to 

assist Frs. Vincent and Mike when they are away.  So I 

won’t say good bye, but only “see you later!” 

 Blessings one and all, especially as we enter into 

the Jubilee Year of 2025! 

    Msgr. James Gaston 

Christmas Thanks 

Thanks to all who sent cards, gifts, baked 

goods and food - along with your Christ-

mas greetings to Fr. Mike and me.  I am 

afraid to get on the scales until I fast for a 

week, for sure!  Along with this, again 

my gratitude to you for your generosity 

and the memories of all the blessings we 

have shared in the past six months.  New 

Year blessings of peace, health, and 

hope!   Msgr. Gaston  


