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PENTECOST SUNDAY             PAGE 1              MAY 19, 2024 

Pastoral Council 

There will be a meeting of the Pastoral Council on Tuesday 

May 28th at 6:30 in the Parish Center. 

 

Diocesan Lenten Appeal 

This year as of last week we have heard from 38% of our par-

ish and from those people we have collected in pledges and 

gifts: $87,874 which is $22,817 above our Diocesan Goal.  We 

are only shy of a few thousand dollars to reach our parish goal 

of $90,057.  If you have not yet responded to this year’s ap-

peal, won’t you please consider doing so?  Remember every 

dollar above our diocesan goal that we get stays 100% in our 

parish. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 

May 12, 2024 

Regular Offertory:   $             8,405.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:   $         1,052.00.00 

Votives:     $                248.00 

Catholic Accent:    $                205.00 

Ascension:    $                990.00 

Easter:     $                 20.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $                 50.00 

 

Total May 11/12                   $  10,970.00 

 

Annual St. Sebastian Junque Sale 

This year’s Junque Sale will be held July 26 

& 27.  We are collecting donations at the 

Parish Garages on Tuesdays & Thursdays 

starting  from 10 am—12 pm and 6 pm—8 

pm. 

We are in need of volunteers and any-

one needing community service hours. 

We are not accepting clothing, televisions, computers, stereo 

systems or large furniture.  If anyone needs an appointment to 

donate items, please call Bonnie Halinka at 724-322-0355. 

 

SCUBA—Vacation Bible School 2024 

June 26—28 

Grades Entering K thru 5 this Fall 

Epiphany Parish Grounds 

9:00 am—11:30 am 

Registration forms can be found in the 

church pamphlet racks.  Adults with clear-

ances are needed to help with this event.  To volunteer call 

724-929-9300 or 724-684-7661.  Youth volunteers also need-

ed—this years 5th grade thru 12th grades.  To register for 

VBS, you may use the link below. 
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The Great Feast of Pentecost 

The Greek word Pentecost means “50,” and refers 

to the seven weeks or 50 days since the offerings of the grain 

harvest were made at Passover when large crowds came into 

Jerusalem for the feast.  Its original celebration was known as 

the “Feast of Weeks.”  Our feast comes 50 days after Easter, 

and marks the beginning of the church. 

“Strong driving wind” and “tongues as of fire” – these 

are powerful images which express a powerful experience.  

The Scriptures lead us to believe that prior to Pentecost the 

disciples of Jesus huddled together behind locked doors – 

hardly behavior befitting those who had “seen the Lord.”  Yet, 

after Pentecost the disciples’ behavior changed dramatically: 

they burst the confines of locks and preached boldly and wit-

nessed heroically.  The presence of the risen Christ and the 

gift of the Holy Spirit changed everything: those who were in 

fear are given peace, those locked in a room are sent out.  

When Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on the disciples he is 

recreating them and the world. 

 “Wind” and “fire” are important elements in Hebrew 

religious thought and imagery.  In their Scriptures wind is seen 

as God’s presence or power, and the wind is always under the 

control of God.  “Breath” is also a potent symbol.  In Genesis, 

God breathed over the water and breathed into Adam to give 

him “the breath of life.”  Now, Jesus who is the second Adam 

brings the breath of spiritual life to all people.  One can de-

duce that this “driving wind” which filled the entire house is a 

reference to the powerful breath of God giving new life to this 

community. 

 Before Pentecost there was division and discord with 

the people of Israel.  Now there is unity and community.  The 

God who gave the Law to the Israelites now gives the Spirit, 

not only to a chosen few, but to the whole world.  The Holy 

Spirit is the spirit of peace and harmony in our lives and in the 

Church. 

 Pentecost is our birth into new life as a new creation. 

It is our celebration of being God’s redeemed people who 

now share in the mission of the divine Son through the Spirit 

and this is the great mystery we celebrate on this festival.  It is 

the Spirit of God’s presence that enables us to believe.  It is 

the same Spirit that allows us to go into the world as did the 

disciples and share the message of God’s peace and justice.  

There is a liberation theologian named Leonardo Boff who 

wrote: “the Spirit is the spirit of new creation, of creativity, 

animation, and innovation, though never in an individualistic 

manner, but always for the building up of the community – 

yielding diversity and communion, action and transformation.”  

Much like the “love” we have been hearing about over the 

past few weeks, we are to use this Spirit to relate to one an-

other.  We are to share our gifts and our talents to build a 

stronger family of God celebrating the presence of Jesus, the 

Risen Lord! 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” 

button on our parish website 



There are so many things that we take for granted in life, and 

sad to say our Faith is one of those things.  We do not always 

appreciate how vital and important our belief in God can be.  

Almost every aspect of life can be linked back to our Church 

and belief in God.  As with everything else in life we need to 

constantly feed that belief so that it remains that constant 

source of strength. 

Our belief in God and our faith in the Church does not happen 

on its own, it needs constant nurturing and growth. 

Before Easter this year I cancelled our formation classes for 

children because of the lack of attendance and support.  Now, 

we need to come together and put together a process where 

we can successfully pass on our faith as well as nurture the faith 

we already have.  We are planning on having a meeting about 

the formation in our parishes on June 3
rd

 at 6:30 at Epiphany 

Church Hall.  At this meeting we will discuss the importance of 

formation not only for our children but for adults as well.  We 

need to develop a team for welcoming new members into the 

Church as well as helping couples prepare for marriage and for 

baptisms. 

These are important issues which touch all of our lives, I am 

asking that you mark this date down and make an effort to at-

tend. 

 

GRADUATION MASS 

Graduation from High School is a milestone.  

This year we would like to celebrate our 

2024 graduates on May 26 during the 11:00 

a.m. Mass, followed by brunch in our Parish 

Hall  If you did not receive a letter, please 

call the Parish Office at 724-929-9300. 

 

Bishop Kulick to lead 

Eucharistic Procession 

Bishop Larry J. Kulick will lead a Eucharistic 

procession from Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 

to Courthouse Square in Greensburg Sunday, 

June 2, the Feast of Corpus Christi. The procession will follow 

the 11:00 a.m. Mass at the cathedral, which will be celebrated 

by Bishop Kulick. The feast, also known as the Solemnity of the 

Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, is an annual celebration 

honoring the institution of the Holy Eucharist, the source and 

summit of the Catholic faith. Following Mass, the faithful are 

invited to join Bishop Kulick for the procession. At Courthouse 

Square, there will be an area for adoration and Benediction. For 

those unable to walk the distance between the cathedral and 

Courthouse Square, a shuttle bus will be provided. 

Liturgies of the Week 

May 18—Vigil 

4:30 pm Angela & Oscar Picardi—Family 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

May 19—Pentecost Sunday 

9:00 am Mary Kovalsky—Bill & Dawn Trilli 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

Monday, May 20—Mary, Mother of the Church 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, May 21—St. Christopher Magallanes & 

Companions 

8:00 am George Petrisin—Petrisin Family 

Wednesday, May 22—St. Rita of Cascia 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, May 23 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, May 24 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Don Ondulick—Lou & Pat Toth 

Saturday, May 25—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm (Death Anniv) Victoria Barnot—Son, John 

May 26—Trinity Sunday 

9:00 am (Date of Birth) Genevieve Ward—Pat Halpin-Murphy 

& PA Breast Cancer Coalition 

11:00 am (Date of Births) Steve & Marion Pawlak—Family 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

 

 

����������	�
���	��
	������This week are in 

Memory of Mildred “Sis” Bethem’s Birthday—Ron & Dayna. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers—Please remember in your 

prayers those who have died: SANDRA N. FABIAN.  We 

extend our sympathy to her family.  May she rest in peace. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

	 Parishioner Owned
	 and Operated
	 Mon-Sat
	 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com


