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���������	
�����The Body and Blood of Christ 

 The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is the very 

heart of what our Church is about.  Everything we are, all that we do and everything 

that we are to become as a people of God is focused in the gift of the Eucharist.  The 

Eucharist becomes the very heart of what we are as a sacramental church.  This is 

the greatest gift that God has given us as people to share in.  Sometimes we don’t 

appreciate what a gift the Eucharist is. 

 Today our liturgy connects the sacrifices of the Hebrew Scriptures 

to his very self.  The Hebrews believed that blood is life; the sprinkled blood joins 

them to the blood splashed on the altar which symbolizes God.  Thus a holy union or 

covenant is created with God.  The author of our second reading makes the connec-

tion from the sacrifices of the Old Testament to the blood shed by Jesus for our 

eternal redemption.  Jesus was a pure, unblemished sacrifice.  While Old Testament sacrifices required the yearly 

sprinkling of blood on the people by a priest, Jesus, now the high priest, offers himself a sacrifice only once and for all 

as a sin offering for all peoples. 

 In our gospel, Jesus connects the bread and wine of the final meal he shared with his friends and disci-

ples with his impending death and interprets them in light of the Old Testament tradition of sacrificial blood described 

in the first reading. 

 The honor that Catholics show to the sacrament of Christ’s body and blood is not a narrow expres-

sion of shallow piety.  It is, rather, an expression of our recognition of the presence of God in all that is created, espe-

cially as God appears to the little ones whom the world does not recognize.  The Eucharist is at the core of social jus-

tice.  As we share in his Body and Blood, we surrender ourselves to be like Christ – a Passover lamb for our world 

today.  For the most part we don’t need to look for opportunities for total self-giving; the circumstances of daily life 

generously present them to us.  The difference is that followers of Christ see self-sacrifice not simply in terms of an 

inconvenience that cannot be avoided but the means to fullness of life.  This gift becomes a sign and symbol of a new 

covenant of God’s love which is taken up by the disciples as a pledge of the fullness of life God offers to us all. 

 As members of the Body of Christ who share in this miraculous event, we are given the strength and 

courage to go into our world and become the martyrs for faith and human dignity.  Taking the strength we receive 

from the Body and Blood of Jesus to work for peace and justice for all of God’s creation. 
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�n, the financial report for May 26, will be 

in next Sunday’s bulle�n.�

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” 

button on our parish website 

 
 

 

 

 

Peter’s Pence Collection 

Our Diocese will take up the annual combined collection 

of Peter’s Pence and the Support of the Holy See on June 

29-30, 2024. Please encourage your parishioners to 

prayerfully consider supporting the collection this year. 

By promoting this collection, you are helping provide 

essential support for the Holy’s See’s activities and help 

Pope Francis assist the victims of wars, oppression, and 

natural disasters around the world. 

There will be more information on this in the coming 

weeks before the collection. 



This will be the last reminder for our meeting regarding 

Formation in our parish.  It is easy for us to forget that 

formation touches absolutely every aspect in our life of 

faith.  I hope that we get a good turnout for this meeting.  

This is your parish and we all need to be responsible for 

the formation not only of our children but also of one another. 

There are many ways that you can be a part of the for-

mation in the parish.  I do hope to see many of you at the 

meeting.  We will gather at Epiphany of Our Lord Par-

ish Hall at 6:30 pm this Monday, June 3. 

There are so many things that we take for granted in life, 

and sad to say our Faith is one of those things.  We do not 

always appreciate how vital and important our belief in 

God can be.  Almost every aspect of life can be linked back 

to our Church and belief in God.  As with everything else 

in life we need to constantly feed that belief so that it re-

mains that constant source of strength. 

Our belief in God and our faith in the Church does not 

happen on its own, it needs constant nurturing and 

growth.  We will be talking about important issues which 

touch all of our lives. 

 

2024 Vacation Bible School—SCUBA 

We have the help….now we need the children!  Our VBS 

this year will be June 26 – 27 – 28 from 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  

VBS will be held on Epiphany parish grounds, and you can 

register by filling out the forms in church or you may go 

online and register at: https:/

vbs2024registration.weebly.com/ 

I do think that Vacation Bible School is a 

nice opportunity to help our children learn 

and grow in their faith.  The days will be full 

of many activities and lots of fun.  We do 

hope that your children or grandchildren 

are able to come and learn about God’s goodness in their 

lives! 

 

Annual St. Sebastian Junque Sale 

This year’s Junque Sale will be held July 26 & 27.  We are 

collecting donations at the Parish Garages on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays from 10 am—12 pm and 6 pm—8 pm. 

We are in need of volunteers and anyone needing 

community service hours. 

We are not accepting clothing, televisions, computers, ste-

reo systems or large furniture.  If anyone needs an ap-

pointment to donate items, please call Bonnie Halinka at 

724-322-0355. 

Liturgies of the Week 

June 1—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Joseph Rygiel—Brother, Stan & Kathleen 

& Family 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

June 2—Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) Jim Clark—Family 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

Monday, June 3—St. Charles Lwanga & Companions 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany Of Our Lord 

Tuesday, June 4 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Robert Staley—Sandy Gallo 

Wednesday, June 5—St. Boniface 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, June 6—St. Norbert 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany Of Our Lord 

Friday, June 7—Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

8:00 am Joan Picchiarini—Bill & Dawn Trilli 

Saturday, June 8—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Death Anniv) John J. Barnot—Son, John 

June 9—Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Edwin “Iggy” & Mary Popelas—Pam & Bill Podany 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

Altar Candle Flowers 

The flowers this weekend are in memory of the Joseph R. 

Rygiel, Jr. by Jamie, Stan, Kathleen, Christie & Family. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet this Wednesday, 

June 5, in the Parish Center at 11:00 a.m. and again at 

6:30 pm..  For information call Joannie Brown at 412-657-

7880. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Our Ladies of Faith have started a prayer chain and they 

invite you to join them. If you would like to be a prayer 

warrior, or have a prayer request, please call the office and 

notify our parish secretary, Linda, who can initiate your 

prayer chain request. 
 

Ladies of Faith will meet this Thursday, June 6 in 

the Parish Hall at 6:30 p.m.  All women of the Parish are 

invited to attend. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers—Please remember in 

your prayers those who have died: EVELYN TALLERICO, 

ELIZABETH PETROS, and ADELINE WALKUSH.  We 

extend our sympathy to their families.  May they rest in 

peace. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

	 Parishioner Owned
	 and Operated
	 Mon-Sat
	 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com


