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Stewardship of Treasure—April 7, 2024 

Regular Offertory:    $                9,324.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:   $                  114.00 

Votives:     $                    71.00 

Catholic Accent:    $                    15.00 

Holy Thursday:    $                  160.00 

Good Friday:    $                  165.00 

Easter:     $                  505.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $                   661.00 

Lenten Season:    $                     40.00 

 

Total Apr. 6/7                    $  11,055.00 

 

DLA—As of our last report, we have only heard from 33% 

of our parishioners for this year’s campaign.  From the 654 

families that make up our parish only 222 have responded.  

Sometimes I get tired of repeating myself, but this does not 

speak well of us as a parish family.  Thus far we have collected 

$78,799 which is over our Diocesan goal. 

If you have not yet responded to the DLA for this year, won’t 

you consider doing so?  At this point every donation that we 

collect will stay 100% in our parish.  Again, if you have any 

questions about this year’s campaign, please feel free to ask me. 
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Star Nail & Spa are offering $50 gift certificates for their ser-

vices: nails, pedicure, and waxing. The owners, parishioners of 

St. Sebastian, are donating 100% of all proceeds to the Church. 

Star Nail is located at 825 Broad Ave and can be reached at 

724-810-3333. We thank them for their kind generosity. The 

certificates are available at the Parish Office. 

 

Mother’s Day Fundraiser—The Ladies of 

Faith is offering vouchers for Hanging Baskets 

from McShane Florist before & after the weekend 

Masses thru April 21.  The cost is $20 per flow-

er basket/$25 per fern basket.  Take your voucher 

to McShane’s (date to be announced) to choose a 

basket from their selections. 
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Peace Be With You! 

 As the Church jour-

neys through this season of 

Easter we are reminded over 

and over again what the mes-

sage of the Risen Lord is all 

about.  The first words that 

Jesus speaks to his disciples are always: “Peace be with you.”  

Throughout the years that Jesus taught, the very heart of his 

message was this greeting.  When he sent his disciples out he 

instructed them: “whatever house you enter greet them with 

Peace be with you.” As followers of the Lord we are to live by 

these very words.  Simple as they may be, they carry with 

them a huge commitment. 

 Sometimes we do not recognize or appreciate nearly 

enough the little things in life that make the biggest differences.  

When we talk about being at peace, it is not necessarily the 

absence of conflict, rather it is a feeling that we get in our 

hearts.  It is this feeling of peace that can make all of the differ-

ence in how we live our lives with one another.  When we are 

not at peace with ourselves we certainly are not at peace with 

the people around us.  Jesus brings to us the opportunity to be 

a part of his peace and when we accept that peace, life takes 

on a completely different path. 

 The Gospel for this week gives us the encounter with 

the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  There are basically three 

things that Jesus leaves with us from this experience.  First of 

all he greets his disciples with peace, he shares a meal with 

them and then he teaches them.  This becomes the very es-

sence of what we as followers are asked to do. 

 Some of the early disciples found it difficult to believe 

in the true meaning of the resurrection and thought that when 

Jesus appeared, he was only a ghost. St. Luke wants them to 

understand that Jesus is not a ghost but truly risen from the 

dead. His risen body bears within it the marks of the five 

wounds. His eating with them shows that he has a bodily reali-

ty and is not just a spirit. After the resurrection, there is conti-

nuity with his earthly life. 

 This week we all could look into our lives and deter-

mine just how we bring the Peace of the risen Christ to the 

people in our world.  Peace in our hearts is the best gift God 

can share with us.  Even when we are dealing with stress and 

the problems of life, if we have peace in our hearts we know 

we will be ok.  Each of us has the power to help bring peace to 

others’ hearts. Sharing a meal shows us the importance of 

helping the poor and providing for others with the joy of hos-

pitality.  To be a member of the Body of Christ calls us to be-

come that “Christ” on the road to Emmaus.  Through our 

hospitality and the peace we bring, we are helping others to 

understand what the message of Jesus is all about. 

Mar. Expenses    Amount 

Maintenance    $      200.00 

Electric     $      725.89 

Gas     $      978.51 

Other Utilities    $        57.36 

Misc. Office    $   1,258.97 

Liturgy Expenses    $   4,732.61 

Payroll     $ 22,598.86 

Diocesan Expenses$ 14,685.67 
 

          (Breakdown) 

Accent                   $       545.70 

Ed. Assessment     $    6,384.47 

Dio. Assessment   $    3,729.27 

Insurance               $    3,477.24 

Data Processing    $       548.99 

 

Total         $    45,237.87 
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�Listed below is a breakdown of what 

our monthly expenses were as opposed to the amount of money 

taken in.  We will be providing this to you on a monthly basis. 

Week        Collection 

Mar. 3       $    10,257.60 

Mar.. 10    $    10,670.00 

Mar. 17     $    11,664.00 

Mar. 24     $    11,731.56 

 

January Elec. Offerings 

                  $      4,764.65 

 

Total   $   49,087.81 

Consider 

online 

giving, click 

the “my 

Eoffering” 

button on our parish 

website. 



Formation and our Faith 

   Towards the end of the Lenten Season I announced to you all 

that we were canceling our Formation for children because of 

the lack of attendance, and I mentioned to you that after Easter 

we would begin to discuss and plan just what we will be doing 

for Formation in the future. Well, now we need to put our ef-

forts together and come up with a plan for just what we are 

going to do for our children. 

   First of all, we all need to be aware of the fact that Formation 

is not just something for our children, it is for all of us. As we 

look at our church every week we can certainly see the num-

bers keep falling. This has a domino effect on everything we are 

about as “Church.” If any of you have had a baby baptized, you 

know how difficult it is to find a “catholic” that can stand as a 

sponsor, and the same holds for Confirmation. We have more 

grandparents standing in as sponsors because people are just 

not going to church. This is what Formation is all about. It is not 

just getting our children ready for First Holy Communion or 

Confirmation, it is meant to help form them as members of the Church. 

   This is not something that can happen in any classroom, we 

can provide information and practices but it must be reinforced 

from the family if it is to be successful. Therefore, we can see 

that Formation is meant for all of us. We all have a responsibil-

ity in some way to help pass along our faith to our children. 

   The Diocese has begun to develop a program to help parishes 

fulfill their obligations with Formation, so we will have their 

help. What we will need to do is come up with a program for 

our children, get adequate staff to run the program and supple-

mental people to help with the various aspects. This will require 

the help of many people, so I am asking that you think about 

what you might be able to do that will help. Along with the class 

section of Formation, we will also be developing some type of 

program for our older children as well as our young adults. 

There are many ways that you can be involved, all I am asking is 

that you give it some thought. Between Epiphany and St. Sebas-

tian’s we should be more than able to come up with a program 

that will satisfy all of our needs. 

   I will have more information about meetings for this program 

in the coming weeks. 

 

Purse Bash Cookies Needed 

Cookie Donations are needed for the “Unique Bake Sale” at the 

Purse Bash.  Please bring your donations to our Parish Office on 

Friday, April 26, 9:30 am- 5:30 pm.  The Purse Bash is a joint 

effort of Epiphany of Our Lord and St. Sebastian Parishes. Tick-

ets are $35 available at our Parish Office.  Doors open at 1:30 

pm, Sunday, April 28th! 

 

Spaghetti Dinner 

The Knights of  Columbus/Epiphany Ladies Spaghetti Dinner is 

on Sunday, April 21, 11:30 am - 5:00 pm at the Knights of Co-

lumbus Hall, Monessen.  Tickets: $13 for adults, $9 children 

under twelve. Take-outs available. Call Dan Harkins at 412-885-0022. 

Liturgies of the Week 

April 13—Vigil 

4:30 pm Joan Picchiarini—Josie Ondulick 

April 14—Third Sunday of Easter 

9:00 am Helen Zelinski—Sandy Biggins 

11:00 am Bill Bergstedt—Aurelia Valdiserri 

 Sacrament of First Eucharist 

Monday, April 15 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, April 16 

8:00 am (Death Anniv) Nathan A. Campus—Daughter, Lynn & 

Family 

Wednesday, April 17 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, April 18 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, April 19 

8:00 am Stella Filipowski—Family 

Saturday, April 20 

10:00 am Sacrament of Confirmation 

Saturday, April 20—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Betty Fundy—Ken & Darleen Koury 

April 21—Fourth Sunday of Easter 

9:00 am Sam Suppa, JR.—Wife, Annette & Family 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 
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���This week’s Altar 

Candle Flowers are given in Memory of Joyce Gazdick by Joe & 

Cathy Gazdick. 
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This week we will celebrate the Gift of the 

Eucharist for the first time with 3 of our 

children.  This is a special time in their lives 

as they continue their journey of faith.  This 

weekend we share in this joy with: 
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If you see them, congratulate them as we all share in their Joy! 

 

Celebration of Confirmation 

On Saturday, April 20, at 10:00 am, St. Sebastian will host our 

neighboring parishes for the celebration of Confirmation. 

Following Confirmation, there will be a reception in the Parish 

Hall. 

We will need cookies, veggie and cheese trays for this.  Won’t 

you consider baking some cookies or making some other 

donation for this event?  Items may be brought to the Parish Hall 

on Friday, April 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

 Parishioner Owned
 and Operated
 Mon-Sat
 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com


