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DLA 

I did not have a report in last week’s bulletin because it had to 

be sent out early and I didn’t have anything new to report. This 

is the latest on how our parish is doing. Remember that our 

goal for the Diocese is set at $65,057 and our parish goal is set 

at $90,057. With our portion of the DLA we were hoping to 

clean and restore the marble in the Church. 

Thus far we have heard from only about 23% of our parishion-

ers or 151 people. From these individuals we have collected 

$35,008 which is 58% of our diocesan goal, and 38% of our 

parish goal. As you can see we do have a long way to go! We 

still have over 75% of our parish who have not yet responded. I 

certainly do hope that we can achieve our goals. If you have not 

responded yet, won’t you please consider doing so? If you have 

any questions about this year’s DLA, please feel free to contact me. 

�

Heifer International 

Congratulations!….we have filled the ARK! It is 

gratifying to know that so many lives will be 

touched by your generosity. You have given a lot a 

people an opportunity for a better life, what bet-

ter time than at Easter when we all celebrate New 

Life! I am so very grateful for your generous hearts. 
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The Ladies of Faith will be offering Hanging Flower 

Baskets from McShane Florist.  You can purchase 

a Basket Voucher next weekend April 6/7.  The 

cost is $20 per basket voucher.  Take your vouch-

er to McShane’s (date to be announced) and pick 

up a basket from their selections offered. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet this Wednesday, 

April 3, in the Parish Center at 11:00 a.m. and again at 6:30 

pm..  For information call Joannie Brown at 412-657-7880. 

 

Ladies of Faith will meet this Thursday, April 4 in the 

Parish Hall at 6:30 p.m.  All women of the Parish are invited to 

attend. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Our Ladies of Faith have started a prayer chain and they invite 

you to join them. If you would like to be a prayer warrior, or 

have a prayer request, please call the office and notify our par-

ish secretary, Linda, who can initiate your prayer chain request. 

 

Purse Bash 

The purse bash will be held on Sunday, April 28 

from 2 p.m.—5 p.m. in the Epiphany Church 

Hall.  Join us for a fun afternoon, but tickets are 

limited. Tickets are $35 and are available at the 

Parish Office. 
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We Celebrate Easter! 
 

 The resurrection of Jesus is 

a paradox; we believe but we do not 

understand. The resurrection is a 

mystery which we can never under-

stand but only believe. This mystery 

takes us beyond all which is familiar 

to us – to a realm where God’s glory and power lift us up to a 

new dignity of risen life. It is a freely given gift by the Divine 

One who has loved us from the beginning of creation, who 

breathed life into us, and who continues to beckon us to grow 

in the truth of who we are. 

 Easter is a celebration where we acknowledge who 

Christ really is, the one who shared in our humanity even to 

the point of accepting death, but who conquered death to raise 

us up to a share in his life. What exactly is it that we celebrate 

every year on Easter. We recognize the fact that Jesus rose 

from the dead; but, don’t we do that every time we celebrate 

the Eucharist? So, what makes Easter such a special celebration 

in our Church year? It might have something to do with the 

springtime of the year when everything in nature seems to 

resurrect. It might also have something to do with the fact that 

for forty days we have been anticipating this glorious day. 

Whatever the reason that makes this day so special, we like to 

celebrate it each and every year. We tell the wonderful story 

of the resurrection over and over again. Jesus squeezed life out 

of death and goodness and love triumphed. 

 The story of Easter is hard for us to accept because 

we have never seen or experienced anyone rise from the dead. 

So, we search for symbols to help us comprehend this great 

mystery. Just as at Christmas, Christians have come up with 

symbols to say something about resurrection. From ancient 

times the egg has been a symbol of fertility and immortality, 

and the church borrowed it and applied it as a visual lesson to 

the resurrection of Jesus. There is even a tradition that Simon 

of Cyrene, who helped Jesus carry his cross to Calvary, was an 

egg merchant. The legend has Simon returning to his shop af-

ter the crucifixion only to find that all of the eggs had turned 

miraculously into a variety of colors adorned with drawings. 

The butterfly is the most ancient symbol of the resurrection 

because they are born out of a caterpillar’s sleep in a cocoon, 

symbolizing the grave. They are transformed, as if with a glori-

fied body, unconstrained by the limitations of matter, flying 

into the air. 

 These symbols are strong statements about life, and 

what happened on that first Easter morning is “life” itself. I 

pray that as you celebrate this day with your family and friends, 

the peace and the joy that resurrection brings to our lives may 

be yours in abundance. Have a wonderful celebration and re-

joice in the fact that Jesus truly has risen and that same reward 

awaits each of us. Alleluia!! 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” button on our parish website. ��������	
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Easter Gratefulness 

As we bask in the glory that the Risen Lord brings I can’t help 

but think over the past few weeks with much gratitude. As a 

parish family I think we celebrated this great feast with much 

style and grace. God’s Spirit could certainly be felt in the hearts 

of all. Sometimes we do not realize how many people are in-

volved in a single liturgy let alone an entire season. I certainly 

would like to thank everyone for their willingness to give so gen-

erously of their time and talents. In a special way I would like to 

recognize: 

 ~ All of our Liturgical ministers; the Lectors, Extraordinary min-

isters of Holy Communion, Altar Servers, Greeters and Ushers. 

 ~ Dean Dellamalva and all of our Choir members and cantors 

who gave so much of their time with rehearsals. 

All in all, we as a Parish Family enjoyed a Blessed Easter celebration! 

 

First Holy Communion 

Over the next two weeks our second graders will 

be making their First Holy Communion. This is al-

ways a life giving time for our parish family. I ask that 

you keep these children in your thoughts and pray-

ers as they share in the gift of the Eucharist. 

 

Celebration of Confirmation 

On April 20, St. Sebastian will host our neighboring 

parishes for the celebration of Confirmation. Along 

with the Bishop and the priests from surrounding 

parishes, it should be a wonderful celebration during 

the Season of Easter. 

Along with the conferring of Confirmation, there will 

be a reception immediately following in the Hall. We 

will need cookies, veggie and cheese trays for this. 

Won’t you consider baking some cookies or making 

some other donation for this event? I will have more 

information on this in the coming weeks. 

Liturgies of the Week 

March 30—Vigil 

8:00 pm Intention of the Celebrant 

March 31—Resurrection of the Lord 

9:00 am Intention of the Celebrant 

11:00 am Intention of the Celebrant 

Monday of Easter Week, April 1 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany Of Our Lord 

Tuesday of Easter Week, April 2 

8:00 am Janet Baron—Tim Witenske &  Sarah Swartz 

Wednesday of Easter Week, April 3 

No Mass Today 

Thursday of Easter Week, April 4 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany Of Our Lord 

Friday of Easter Week, April 5 

8:00 am Lilian Laird—Lidia Salvino 

April 6—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Joseph Uhlman—Wife, Terri 

April 7—Second Sunday of Easter 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) Robert Yencsik—Donna & Ron 

Santori 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

 Sacrament of First Eucharist 

 

In observance of the celebration of Easter, the 

Parish Office will be closed Monday, April 1.  
 

���	�������	�������This year the Paschal 

Candle is given in loving memory of the Deceased 

members of the Turcheck Family by son, Lou. 

 

�����	������	����	�������This week’s 

Altar Candle Flowers are given in memory of the 

Roberts & Spazok Families, by Fran & Diane Roberts. 
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If you would like to have flowers in memory of a deceased loved 

one or for a special intention, please contact the Parish Office.  

Flowers for the Paschal Candle are $100, and flowers for the 

Altar Candle Rings are $100 for the pair. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

 Parishioner Owned
 and Operated
 Mon-Sat
 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com


