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Diocesan Lenten Appeal: “Receive & Share” 

If you have not yet received your information on this year’s 

DLA, you should be getting in in the next few days.  Once 

again as we enter more fully into the season of Lent we are 

reminded not only of the need for repentance, but also of our 

Baptismal Commitments to be faithful stewards. 

Stewardship or sharing our Time, Talent and Treasure is what 

being a faithful disciple is about. As with many other important 

parts of life, we often take our faith and our church for grant-

ed.  We just kind of expect the church to be there when we 

need it.  This cannot happen without your continued support 

and dedication.  First of all, attendance is the absolute number 

one priority for all of us.  It is important not only for ourselves 

but for the good of one another that we come and be a part of 

the community.  Secondly, we need to assure the vitality and 

longevity of the Church through our support financially.  The 

DLA affords the opportunity to do this every year.  We have a 

responsibility not only to our own needs, but to help support 

the Diocese as well. 

Our Diocesan goal for this year’s program is set at $65,057.  

Our parish goal is set at $25,000 above that.  We will use our 

portion of the monies to clean the marble wainscoting in the 

Church. 

However, what matters most in this campaign is our participa-

tion, for this speaks volumes of us as a parish. We will be shar-

ing more information in the coming weeks about this year’s 

DLA, but please know how grateful I am to all of you for what 

you are able to do for our church. 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—February 11, 2024 

Regular Offertory:    $               9,635.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:   $                 119.83 

Votives:     $                 204.00 

Catholic Accent:    $                 139.00 

Ash Wednesday:    $                 124.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $                 245.00 

Solemnity of Mary:    $                   10.00 

Christmas:    $                   20.00 

Immaculate Conception:   $                   10.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:    $                     5.00 

Timeless Love/Faith:   $                  420.00 

Lenten Season:    $                  987.00 

 

Total Feb. 10/11                    $  11,918.83 

 

C.W.C.C. Scholarship 

The 2024 annual Scholarship ($500.00) of the Catholic Wom-

en’s College Club will be awarded to a deserving Catholic sen-

ior girl who is a current resident of: Belle Vernon, Bentleyville, 

California, Charleroi, Donora, Finleyville, Fredericktown, Mon-

essen, Monongahela or Rostraver Twp. and has a GPA of 3.50 

or higher. Applications for the award are available at the parish 

office or guidance offices at Belle Vernon, Bentworth, Beth 

Center, California, Charleroi, Monessen, Ringgold, Geibel, Ser-

ra, Seton LaSalle or Greensburg Central Catholic High Schools. 

Deadline for the application is March 13, 2024. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” 

button on our parish website 
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Our Journey through Lent 

   As we embark on another Lenten Jour-

ney our thoughts are turned inward to see 

just how we can become more aware of 

God’s loving presence. Today our liturgy 

gives us much food for thought.  If we were 

to take a poll and ask people what their favorite liturgical season 

is, I would venture to guess that Lent would not be at the top of 

many lists.  However, even those who are somewhat lukewarm 

in their faith are compelled to do something during Lent. 

   Through the story of Noah and the flood we can see how 

humanity was brought low it’s forgetting about God’s covenant 

and turning to sin.  The story of the flood is certainly meant to 

show us God’s hatred of sin and the corruption which humans 

have brought upon the goodness of creation.  This story is one 

of hope because the Ark represents the preservation and re-

birth of human life after the chaos of sin.  The church has used 

the waters of the flood as symbols of baptism, re-birth, new 

beginnings.  So now at the start of Lent we pause to consider 

how we have not lived up to our own baptismal vocation as the 

people of God.  At Baptism we were brought into God’s peo-

ple, and in that rite we were cleansed of sin by God’s grace.  

Lent gives the opportunity for renewal and for the restoration 

of our baptismal promises and purity in preparation for Easter. 

   St. Peter speaks to us about the eminent danger of falling from 

grace through other influences in life.  In his day there was a 

belief that spirits could influence humans to do evil and sin.  He 

reminds us that as Noah was saved through the water, so Chris-

tians are saved through baptism.  Jesus in the gospel starts this 

season with the proclamation that: “The Kingdom of God is at 

hand.  Repent and believe.” This sets the tone for our Lent.  

Lent is about conversion, repenting and turning away from evil.  

Repentance, which is a total turning of oneself away from evil 

and toward God, leads to believing, which is a way of embracing 

God and living in God’s kingdom.  Repenting and believing are 

partners for anyone seriously living the gospel.  The challenge, 

of course is to make repenting and believing more than words on 

a page, they must become a way of life for us. 

   Liturgically, the Lenten season is oriented to the celebration 

of baptism and the sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil.  It 

is tempting for us to make Lenten practices the whole task of 

Lent.  I can remember from my childhood that Lent was the 

time when we had to give up candy, and that was a sacrifice.  

However, I am not sure that I understood why we did it.  Many 

people still give things up during lent without thinking at all 

about what it is for. 

   The bottom line is that we need to focus on the temptations 

that we face in life.  While we become more aware of all those 

temptations we need to understand that temptation is not a sin.  

No matter how fiery the passion gets, temptation and testing 

are not sins.  Temptation is an impulse toward getting or gaining 

something that will give us pleasure.  Do temptations come 

from God?  From the devil?  From inside of us?  Outside of us?  

There are no clear answers.  We know only that we must make 

choices.  Lent is about choices: to give up in order to gain all.  

We will never escape temptations in life but if we learn to trust 

in the power that Baptism has brought to our lives, maybe we 

can make better decisions when confronted with temptation. 



Heifer Project 

Just as a reminder, if you wish to make a contribution to pur-

chasing an “ARK” through Heifer International, you can put it in 

an envelope and drop it in the collection basket.  The ARK con-

sists of a collection of animals that will provide an opportunity 

for people around the world to support not only their families 

but also help build their communities.  To understand what 

your donations can do, each week I will talk about the animals 

and how they are used. 

The gift of a Heifer:  Your gift of a heifer 

means better nutrition and provides milk which is 

good for you and delicious!  But some children 

never get milk to drink.  They don’t grow as they 

should, and they are often sick.  A heifer can give as much as 

four or more gallons of milk a day – enough for a family to 

drink, make into yogurt or cheese and sell.  As an added bonus, 

each family passes on offspring of their gift animal to another 

family, and the whole community benefits. 

The gift of a goat:  Did you know that more 

people rely on goats for milk than cows?  

They’re a great alternative for families who live 

in rocky mountainous areas, or own little land.  

Goats often give about four quarts of milk a day 

– just the right amount if you don’t own a refrig-

erator.  Goat manure makes a fantastic fertilizer for increasing 

vegetable crop yields, and goats give birth to two kids a year, 

providing a steady source of income. 

 

LENTEN FISH FRY 

Epiphany of Our Lord Fish Fry is held every Friday during Lent 

(take out or eat in) from 11 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. with free local 

delivery between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

The Menu includes:  Fish, baked or fried, Shrimp, Haluski, Mac & 

Cheese, Pierogis, Pizza, French Fries, Coleslaw, homemade 

baked goods and more.  Gluten-free items are also available. 

Good Friday Fish Fry will offer drive thru only. 

For more information please call 724-684-5512. 

 

The New Sanctuary Lamp was donated in loving memory of 

Catherine M. Diederich from her children: Joseph & Roxy, 

Janemarie & Dave, Linda & Ted, David & Denise. 

Liturgies of the Week 

February 17—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Michael Hepple—Mom & Dad 

February 18—First Sunday of Lent 

9:00 am Andrew A. Krolik—Josie Ondulick 

11:00 am Edward Strycholski—Charlie & Renee Couser 

Monday, February 19 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, February 20 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) David Conn—Family Friends 

Wednesday, February 21 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, February 22 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, February 23 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Catherine M. Diederich—Children 

6:00 pm Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, February 24—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm James “Mac” McKevitt—John Imbrogno Family 

February 25—Second Sunday of Lent 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am (Date of Birth) Nancy Trilli—Daughter, Karen Trilli 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

BIBLE STUDY—Looking for something “extra” do for 

Lent? Consider joining us as we explore the biblical roots of the 

Mass. The words, the gestures, and rituals of the Mass are rich in 

meaning. This fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your faith 

and deepen your love for and devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 

A Biblical Walk Through The Mass 

Tuesdays beginning February 20, 2024 

from 6:00-7:30pm 

The Study Set cost is $25 which includes 5 sessions, book, and 

workbook.  For more information or to register please contact 

the parish office at 724-929-9300 or Email Sherry at:  

sam626@zoominternet.net. We hope you can join us! 

 

��������	
���������
���To  Everett Henry Hatala, 

son of Nicholas and Chelsea (Greer) Hatala, who was baptized 

in Christ on February 3.  We welcome Everett into the Church 

and into our parish family.  God bless him and his family. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

 Parishioner Owned
 and Operated
 Mon-Sat
 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com


