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The Epiphany of the Lord 

 Today is one of my favorite 

celebrations in the Church year. For 

centuries now people have been fasci-

nated with the story of the Magi. Eastern Rite and Orthodox 

churches celebrate the Epiphany, rather than Christmas as the 

time of gift-giving in imitation of the Magi bringing gifts to Je-

sus. The star, along with the manger, has been the most pop-

ular image on Christmas cards. 

 With all of the mania of Christmas behind us, most 

people have packed up all of their decorations and put them 

away for another year, so that we can focus on the revelation 

of the Incarnate Christ without distraction. And yet for many 

churchgoers the story of the Magi is all they know of it. Ulti-

mately this feast points to the wonder of God’s plan for all 

people. It deals with life and all of the divisions we are faced 

with in our world as well as in our hearts. 

 Through the wisdom of Isaiah we can see that here 

is a man who is well aware of the perils in life and the strug-

gles of people to attain freedom. For Isaiah as well as for all of 

the Jewish people of his day, Jerusalem is the center of the 

world and the focal point of all the hopes and dreams of the 

Jewish people. He speaks very inclusively about all nations 

walking by the light of Yahweh. He dreams of how the Jewish 

people will lead all people to God and share in the blessings 

of salvation. He is more than anxious to rally the spirit of the 

Israelites so that they can find hope for a better future. We all 

need a spokesperson like Isaiah to help us realize our hopes 

in times of trouble. People all over the world, living in dark-

ness with poverty war and oppression, look for a light to lead 

them. Isaiah’s prophecy is an excellent example which speaks 

to the hopes of all peoples who follow a star that shines on a 

better future. We all look for “epiphanies” or revelations for 

a better world and a deeper faith in God. 

 Matthew in our Gospel for today reflects on Isaiah’s 

dream to include all people in God’s plan of salvation. Like 

Isaiah, it is the light that guides the Magi to the Christ child. 

These Magi are not ordinary men. The Greek word “magi” 

refers to a priestly cast known for their wisdom and ability to 

interpret dreams and decipher astrological phenomena. The 

gifts that they brought; gold for a king, frankincense which is a 

symbol of prayer rising to God and myrrh, a symbol of one 

who will die, suggests that these men have received a special 

revelation or epiphany from God as to who the child Jesus 

was. The Magi’s journey symbolizes for us our own human 

experience, our journeys both physical and spiritual. In cele-

brating this feast today we all give witness to a universal truth 

based on the experience of all people and their quest to find 

God. Their journey reflects our own lives, our own stories, 

our own gifts which we bring to God. 

 Salvation is meant for all, if we are willing to follow 

God’s signs of the gift. Although we may not abandon every-

thing in life just to follow a star, the story helps us to recog-

nize that in our daily living God does lead us. We just have to 

have the faith and insight to recognize that guiding light. If we 

walk by faith following our own stars in life who knows what 

might be at the end of our journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—December 24, 2023 

Regular Offertory:  $            8,624.50 

Catholic Accent:   $               353.00 

End of the Year Donation:  $               625.00 

 

Total Dec. 23/24                    $  9,602.50 

�

Tax Statements—It is that time of year when we 

need to start gathering our information to file taxes! If 

you would like a statement from the Church, please let 

us know and we will get one sent to you. 

 

Ladies of Faith will meet today, Sunday, January 7 

at 12:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  All women of the Parish 

are encouraged and invited to attend. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—The next meeting of the Pray-

er Shawl Ministry will be on Wednesday, January 10 at 11:00 

a.m. and 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. For more infor-

mation email—liberati17@yahoo.com or call 412-657-

7880. 
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Dec. Expenses    Amount 

Maintenance    $     287.00 

Electric     $     723.41 

Gas     $     537.19 

Other Utilities    $     102.62 

Misc. Office    $  2,226.88 

Church/Liturgy    $  5,541.12 

Payroll     $ 24,399.11 

Diocesan Expenses$ 14,396.87 

 

          (Breakdown) 

Accent                   $       659.60 

Ed. Assessment     $    6,495.76 

Dio. Assessment   $    3,729.27 

Insurance               $    3,477.24 

Data Processing    $         35.00 

 

Total         $    48,214.20 
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�Listed below is a breakdown of what 

our monthly expenses were as opposed to the amount of money 

taken in.  We will be providing this to you on a monthly basis. 

Week        Collection 

Dec. 3       $    13,931.00 

Dec. 10     $    14,612.37 

Dec. 17     $    11,168.01 

Dec. 24     $      9,602.50 

Dec. 25….$    13,934.00 

Nov. Elec. Offerings 

                 $      4,609.42 

 

Total   $   67,857.30 

Consider 

online 

giving, 

click the  

“my Eoff-

ering” button on our 

parish website. 

Due to the early transmission of bulletins, the �nancial report for 

December 31, 2023, will be in next Sunday’s bulletin. 



A New Year of Hope—Life is full of new beginnings, we 

move from one situation to another. We carry with us the suc-

cesses and disappointments of our past and make them a part of 

who we are in the present. We learn from our mistakes 

(sometimes) and do our best to avoid them in the future. In a 

perfect world this would be the golden rule. However we do 

not live in a perfect world and it is sad to say that we repeat a 

lot of our mistakes over and over and never learn our lesson. 

We have another new beginning with the start of a new year, 

and there are many opportunities that lie ahead with many chal-

lenges to be met. There will be much success and probably 

some failures, but we need to start this year with a spirit of hope 

in our minds as well as in our hearts. 

 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

As I mentioned last week in the bulletin, be-

ginning the first Sunday of Lent we will be 

permitted to receive the Precious Blood with 

Holy Communion. It has been quite a while 

since we have been able to share in this gift 

because of COVID. It is important for you to 

remember, that even though we are permitted to share in the 

cup, you certainly do not have to, the choice is yours as it was 

before. 

In order for this to be even possible at our Church, we will 

need more people to step up and serve as a Special Minister of 

Holy Communion. To be able to share the Body and Blood of 

Christ with the members of our community is truly an honor 

and a privilege. 

As with all of the ministries in the Church, everybody needs to 

have their clearances. If you were a minister before and wish to 

continue, please call the office and see if you are up to date with 

your clearances. If you will be new to the ministry, we will help 

you to get your clearances done. 

We are all called to share who and what we are with the com-

munity making up the Body of Christ. I am asking that you con-

sider being a part of this ministry. 

 

Part Time Positions at SSRCS 

St. Sebastian Regional Catholic School in Belle 

Vernon is looking to fill an immediate position for 

part-time Maintenance/Janitorial Personnel.  The 

qualified applicant should have general knowledge/

skills in the following areas: electrical, plumbing, painting, lifting, 

carpentry, cleaning, etc.  Competitive pay and flexible hours (5 

hours/day) with the potential for full-time employment if de-

sired.  Clearances necessary.  If interested,  please 

email caiello@sssbv.org. 

St. Sebastian Regional Catholic School is also in need of substi-

tute teachers at this time.  Please contact the school principal at 

caiello@sssbv.org. 

Liturgies of the Week 

January 6—Vigil 

4:30 pm George Stewart—Petricin Family 

January 7—Epiphany of the Lord 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) Josephine Bacha—Family 

11:00 am John Dunlop—Sue Ann Edwards 

Monday, January 8 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, January 9 

8:00 am Marie Tonarelli—Bellmar Class of “59” 

Wednesday, January 10 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, January 11 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, January 12 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Joan Picchiarini—Campus Family 

Saturday, January 13—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Richard Wawro—Wife, Sandy 

January 14—Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am David Conn—Mary Lynn 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

Altar Candle Flowers 

The flowers this weekend are in Honor of the 100th Birthday of 

Lidia Salvino from her Children and Grandchildren. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers—Please remember in your 

prayers those who have died:  ANDREW A. KROLIK.  We 

extend our sympathy to his family.  May he rest in peace. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

	 Parishioner Owned
	 and Operated
	 Mon-Sat
	 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com


