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We have all heard the 

stories of Advent over and over 

again, and yet even though they 

were written so very long ago, the 

history that we hear does not only 

apply to past events.  The pains 

and frustrations of people so very long ago are the same pains 

and frustrations we feel every day, even though the events of 

history are different.  It is ironic how we as people never 

seem to change or learn from the past, we just keep doing 

the same things and making the same mistakes over and over 

again. 

Advent offers to each of us an opportunity just to sit 

back and become aware of life as we are living it.  Our days 

are all filled with many tasks, and most of the things we do, 

we do without much thought.  We go through our “routines” 

without really thinking about what we are doing.  Then there 

are all of those chores we just can’t seem to get started with.  

For many of our tasks in life it is the beginning that is most 

difficult, just getting started.  Once we begin, energy and 

stamina seem to kick in and we get finished.  Our gospel for 

this week opens with the words: “The beginning of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ the Son of God.”  We are told about a mes-

senger who would get things ready, but is this really the be-

ginning?  The real beginning is when the people go out and 

encounter John, and as the gospel unfolds the people go out 

and encounter Jesus.  This is the beginning we all need to 

focus on.  How do we encounter this Jesus the Son of God?  

Advent then becomes the many ways that we prepare for 

these encounters. 

We do not know a lot about John but we certainly 

learn a lot from his message.  One thing is very clear and that 

is his ministry was not about himself but about the “one 

mightier than I (who) is coming after me.”  Everything that 

John did, pointed to the coming of Jesus. He proclaimed re-

pentance, prepared for Jesus and died, this was the pattern of 

his life.  It should also be the pattern for our own lives: pro-

claiming the gospel of repentance, prepare for Christ’s many 

comings and to die to ourselves daily.  By our Christian living 

we not only point to Christ, but we also make present the 

Christ who dwells in us.  The challenge of gospel living is the 

beginning – getting started. 

During this second week of Advent we are called 

upon to reflect over our lives.  What have we learned from 

the past, how have we grown because of it?  How have we 

dealt with our mistakes, faults and weaknesses?  Do we follow 

the wisdom of scripture and treat people with compassion 

and mercy pointing them to Christ?  This is what the season 

is all about, getting ready for our many encounters with Jesus.   

 The baptism of repentance proclaimed by John is just 

the beginning; repentance leads to baptism “with the Holy 

Spirit” through which we are empowered for mission, and the 

mission calls us to participate with Christ in bringing about 

“new heavens and a new earth.”  Through our own baptism 

we participate in the life and ministry of Jesus.  The way that 

we live our lives does make a difference.  By the goodness of 

our lives we announce that Christ has come and brought us 

salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—November 26, 2023 

Regular Offertory:    $           5,940.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:   $             869.00 

Votives:     $             170.00 

All Saints:     $               45.00 

All Souls:     $               40.00 

Catholic Accent:    $             300.00 

Poverty Relief:    $             375.00 

Retired Priests/Religious:   $               25.00 

Oplatki:     $               46.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:   $               45.00 

End of the Year Donation:   $           1,100.00 

Thanksgiving:    $             920.00 

Christmas:    $             220.00 

Sanctuary flowers:    $             130.00 
 

Total Nov. 25/26                    $  10,225.00 

 

Children and Family Services Appeal Collection 

As you are aware, every year the second collection at all 

Christmas Masses has been for those people living within our 

own diocese who are less fortunate than we.  This collection is 

titled the “Children and Family Services Appeal.”  On the com-

ing Christmas Feast, which reminds us of the gift of God's own 

Son, Jesus Christ given to each of us without question of our 

merit or eligibility, we ask you to support the “Children and 

Family Services Appeal” and make your contribution toward 

changing the future of an individual, a family or a child through 

the good work of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Greensburg. 

 

������������	
����Star Nail & Spa are offering $50 gift 

certificates for their services: nails, pedicure, and waxing. The 

owners, parishioners of St. Sebastian, are donating 100% of all 

proceeds to the Church. Star Nail is located at 825 Broad Ave 

and can be reached at 724-810-3333. 

We thank them for their kind generosity. The certificates are 

available at the Parish Office. 

Due to the early transmission of this bulle�n, the financial 
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Nov. Expenses    Amount 

Maintenance    $      159.94 

Electric     $      814.07 

Other Utilities    $       510.12 

Gas     $       192.59 

Misc. Office    $       591.50 

Church/Liturgy    $       954.00 

Payroll     $  23,147.93 

Diocesan Expenses  $  14,446.87 

          (Breakdown) 

Accent                       $      659.60 

Ed. Assessment         $   6,495.76 

Dio. Assessment       $   3,729.27 

Insurance                   $   3,477.24 

Data Processing        $        85.00 

 

Total         $    40,817.02 

���������	
�	�
�Listed below is a breakdown of what 

our monthly expenses were as opposed to the amount of money 

taken in.  We will be providing this to you on a monthly basis. 

Week        Collection 

Nov. 5      $     10,860.00 

Nov. 12    $     10,246.11 

Nov. 19    $       8,927.00 

Nov. 26    $     10,225.00 

. Elec. Offerings 

               $     4,367.24 

 

Total   $   44,625.35 

Consider 

online 

giving, 

click the  

“my Eoffering” button 

on our parish website. 



����������	�
������

Today, Sunday, December 10, 6:30 pm 

This ecumenical event features the voices of the 

Belle Vernon Area Churches sponsored by the Belle 

Vernon Area Ministerium and presented at Saint 

Sebastian Church on Sunday, This Sunday at 6:30 pm.  The Ser-

vice is composed of nine Lessons (readings) from Scripture, 

followed by the singing of Advent Hymns or Christmas Carols 

after each Lesson.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to at-

tend this festive service. 

A free will offering will be taken at the close of the program to 

benefit the local food banks.  A reception will follow in the Par-

ish Hall. 

 

Christmas Penance Services 

This year during Advent, we will again have Penance Services at 

our neighboring churches. Below are listed the times and places 

for this week’s services: 

December 12:   St. Edwards, Herminie (6:00) 

December 14:   Epiphany, Monessen (6:00) 

December 16:   St. Anne’s Rostraver (Noon) 

I hope that you mark these dates down and make an effort to come 

and bring your family to this life-giving sacrament. 

 

Country Christmas on Broad… 

Next Sunday, December 17, beginning 

at 2:00 pm we will begin our Country 

Christmas on Broad in Belle Vernon.  

We will start off with a parade then 

move to the back of the Church for 

many Holiday Festivities and crafts.  The 

event will run until 5:00 pm.  There will 

be food, fun and many activities!  I do 

hope you will be able to stop by to help 

you get in the Christmas Spirit! 

 

Baked goods are needed for the Country Christmas 

Event.  Please drop off your baked goods on Saturday, Decem-

ber 16 at Noon in Parish Hall.  Any questions please call Anita 

724.880.2788.  

 

CHRISTMAS WAFERS 

The Oplatki or Christmas Wafers are available in the back of the 

church.  The wafers are packaged with 4 individual wafers.  The 

cost for a packet is $3.00.  You may also pick them up at the office 

during the week. 

 

Angel Tree 

Remember, for those who took ornaments from the 

Angel Tree, to return your gifts NO LATER THAN 

DECEMBER 22..  When you bring them back, be 

sure to attach the tag with the number on it so we can 

get them delivered to the right person. 

 

2024 Calendars—Thank you to the Parzynski Funeral 

Home for providing the 2024 calendars for our parish.  Their 

family members will be distributing the calendars this weekend, 

December 9 & 10 after all Masses. 

Liturgies of the Week 

December 9—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Death Anniv) Timmy Trasatti—Sister, Tammy 

December 10—Second Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am (Date of Birth) Jennie Ciferno—Ray & Jeff & Family 

11:00 am Vincenzo, Donna & (Date of Birth) Jeffrey Ambrose—

Family 

Monday, December 11—Pope St. Damasus 1 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, December 12—Our Lady of 

Guadalupe 

8:00 am Elizabeth “Betty” Eversburg—Bob & 

Sharon Niccolai & Family 

6:00 pm Penance Service at St. Edward, 

Herminie 

Wednesday, December 13—St. Lucy 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, December 14—St. John of the Cross 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

6:00 pm Penance Service at Epiphany, Monessen 

Friday, December 15 

8:00 am (Death Anniv) Blanche Sabo—Bernadette Zunic & 

Annette Snyder 

Saturday, December 16 

12:00 pm Penance Service at Church of St. Anne, 

Rostraver 

Saturday, December 16—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Sam Suppa, Jr.—Wife, Annette & 

Children & Grandchildren 

December 17—Third Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Gene Lancas—Wife, Paula 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

Sympathy and Prayers—Please remember in your 

prayers those who have died:  LILLIAN LAIRD.  We extend our 

sympathy to her family.  May she rest in peace. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—December 16/17 

                       Lectors                Lit. Coord/EM             Servers 

  4:30 pm    C. Gorski                S. Wawro                  R. Buretz 

  9:00 am    B. Moskovitz           M. Shaughnessy           N. Jodon 

11:00 am     A. Hoffman            R. Hoffman                 H. Miller 

BAKE SALE—There will be a bake sale in the parish 

hall following each Mass next weekend, December 16/17.  

Baked goods are needed to help make this a success.  Please 

call 724.880.2788 for more information. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguson  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

 Parishioner Owned
 and Operated
 Mon-Sat
 10am-5pm
724-972-6346 Shop • 724-963-3685 After hours
www.creativeelegancefloraldecorandgifts.com


