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Giving to God as to Caesar 

With all of the political rheto-

ric that is going on these days, the 

famous line, “Repay to Caesar what 

belongs to Caesar and to God what 

belongs to God” will receive a lot of 

attention.  This can be useful as long 

as it does not become an occasion for moralizing or political 

commentary.  For the scriptural context is much wider, and 

understanding that is the foundation of good citizenship as 

well as effective discipleship.  The foundation is that God is 

the Giver of everything.  Knowing “what is Caesar’s” and 

“what is God’s” comes only through knowing God’s call and 

gift. 

The church-state question introduced in today’s gos-

pel is as old as the hills.  History has shown us many examples 

of people living in societies where one or the other is su-

preme, and they don’t seem to make it.  It is only when the 

two entities; ones religious beliefs and the laws of any given 

country, can harmoniously coincide.  The question of rela-

tionship between state and religion, politics and religion, is a 

very touchy issue, and finding the right balance is no easy task.  

On one hand we find the convinced militants – some would 

say activists – who miss no opportunity to campaign for social 

justice and challenge both civil and religious authorities.  On 

the other hand, there are those who pretend that religion 

should stay away from any political issue and care solely 

about spiritual matters. 

Both sides may actually claim today’s gospel with 

Jesus’ concluding statement, “Repay to Caesar what belongs 

to Caesar and to God what belongs to God,” as an argument 

in favor of their position, up against the position of the other 

side.  Well, Jesus’ answer shows that He doesn’t see the 

question as “either…or”: “Repay to Caesar…and to God…”  

Jesus does not discredit or discard political authorities but 

simply puts them into perspective.  For Him politics and reli-

gion have their own autonomy.  It remains for everyone to 

discern “what belongs to Caesar” and “what belongs to 

God.” 

Isaiah in the first reading shows how the power of 

God has authority even over non-believers.  It is the power 

of God that will ultimately show justice. The Second Vatican 

Council follows along with this teaching.  It is expressed by 

the Council that the church pledges to work with any per-

sons or groups whose goal is justice, peace and works of 

charity even though they may not share our faith.  Once we 

discover what image we wish to reflect, our lives and its deci-

sions will fall into place.  Conflicts and differing opinions will 

always be a part of our society.  We must always learn to 

listen to the Voice of God in our hearts and be true to our-

selves. 

Living in this world and our response to it is con-

nected to our religious stance that God is sovereign.  When 

God is truly the center of our lives, there is no problem with 

giving others their due.  Doing good for others not only im-

proves our own world but strengthens right relationships 

with one another. 

World Mission Sunday 

Every year during the month of October we celebrate 

World Mission Sunday. We celebrate the Eucharist in 

union with Catholics throughout the world for the mis-

sionary activity of the Church. Pope Francis reminds us, 

especially in this year of crisis, that we are personally 

called to mission to bring Christ’s love to those most 

forgotten. This is a responsibility of all the baptized. The 

Pope asks us to respond this Sunday through prayer and 

generous sacrifice to the Society for the Propagation of 

the Faith.  Our prayers and material support will sustain 

priests, religious, and lay pastoral leaders in more than 

1,100 mission dioceses in Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands, 

and parts of Latin America and Europe. This week we will 

take up the collection for World Missions. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—October 15, 2023 

 

Regular Offertory:  $           7,100.50 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $             393.00 

Votives:    $             358.00 

Catholic Accent:   $               50.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $             105.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:  $               20.00 

World Mission:   $               75.00 

 

Total Oct. 14/15               $  8,101.50 

 

Annual Report 

We are currently compiling the annual report which will 

be mailed to all of our parishioners over in the next cou-

ple of weeks.  As always when you get the report, read 

over it and if you have any questions you can call the of-

fice. 

This report not only shares the financial information from 

our parish but also the statistics of what makes us Saint 

Sebastian Parish.  You will see the number of people who 

belong to the parish along with the other sacraments cel-

ebrated this year. 

 

Holiday Craft Show 

Saint John the Baptist, Perryopolis is hosting their annual 

Holiday Vendor and Craft Show on Saturday, Novem-

ber 4 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

Shop from many popular vendors including: Tastefully 

Simple, Kiss My Sass Jewelry, Scentsy, Pampered Chef, 

Thirty-One, Dee’s Custom Designs and much more.  

Basket Raffle, 50/50 Drawing, Food available.  Call Mari-

anne for more information at 724-366-0917. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” button on our parish website. 



All Saints and All Souls 

In two weeks we will celebrate two great feast days hon-

oring all of those who have died.  We recognize the count-

less people who have attained the honor of eternal glory 

through the Sainthood of Jesus Christ.  On Wednesday 

November 1 we celebrate the feast of All Saints, which is 

a Holy Day of Obligation, we will celebrate Mass at 

6:30 pm here at Sebastian’s on Tuesday, October 31, 

and at 9:00 am at Epiphany on Wednesday, November 1. 

Thursday, November 2nd, we recognize those souls who 

have not yet attained the glory of Sainthood with the cele-

bration of All Souls.  There will be a Mass in memory of all 

those who have died on at 9:00 AM at Epiphany and at 

6:30 PM at St. Sebastian’s.  I encourage everyone to 

come and pray for all of their loved ones who have died. 

 

Are you a Trivia or Jeopardy Fan? 

Since there is NO Steeler game on No-

vember 5
th

, plan to join us for pizza and 

Catholic Trivia from 2-5 PM, in St. Sebas-

tian Parish Hall. Please register for this free event on the 

Sign Up Sheets in the back of the church, so we can pro-

vide sufficient quantities of pizza. This event is hosted by 

the Ladies of Faith, and is presented by Bill Kersting, who 

is approved by the Office of Evangelization of the Diocese 

of Greensburg. 

Come join us for an afternoon of Catholic Trivia guaran-

teed to provide fun for young and old with a unique ele-

ment of Eucharistic Catechesis.  All are welcome��

 

WEDDING SOUP SALE—NOVEMBER 4!! 

Pre-order only—Wedding Soup at $9 per quart.  You may 

mail your order and payment to the Parish Office or drop 

in collection by November 1. 

Pick up on November 4 between 4:00 pm–6:00 pm from 

the Parish Hall.  Help is needed to make the soup. 

Please call Terri at 724-929-8675. 

Liturgies of the Week 

October 21—Vigil 

4:30 pm Mike & Vi Mendicino—Family 

October 22—29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am (Date of Birth) John Dunlop—Wife, Sue & Family 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

Monday, October 23 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany Of Our Lord 

Tuesday, October 24 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) John Dunlop—Alexia Jones 

Wednesday, October 25 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, October 26 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, October 27 

8:00 am Paul Hayduk—Ron & Sherry Messick 

Saturday, October 28—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm (Death Anniv) James “Mac” McKevitt—John 

Imbrogno Family 

October 29—30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am John “Pete” Biggins—Brother, Mike Biggins 

11:00 am Charlotte Roche—Sister, Mary Ann 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH   PAGE 2            BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE—Oct. 28/29 

                       Lectors                Lit. Coord/EM             Servers 

  4:30 pm     C. Gorski            S Wawro                A. Peden 

  9:00 am     B. Moskovitz        M. Shaughnessy            N. Jodon 

11:00 am      M. Patterson        S. Kroskie              Volunteer Needed 

WEDDING SOUP ORDER 

NAME__________________________________________________ 

PHONE_________________________________________________ 

# QUARTS______________________________________________ 

PAYMENT IS ENCLOSED_________________________________ 

PICK-UP ON NOVEMBER 4 BETWEEN 4—6 P.M. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144


