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Being Good Stewards 

It is now time to renew your commitment to living the 

life of a good and faithful steward.  Our parish has been blessed 

with an overwhelming abundance of gifts and talents.  It is how 

we choose to use these gifts and talents that matters most.  As 

we look at the ways we can be good stewards, we need to look 

beyond ourselves to the welfare of our community.  The love 

we have for Christ must be the impetus behind how we choose 

to live.  Growth in our awareness of Christ’s message is a vital 

part of life for any Christian.  It is also basic to renewal in    

parish life.  An important part of this spiritual growth is       

embodied in the principle of Stewardship.  Through Steward-

ship, we thank God for our blessings by returning to God a 

portion of the time, talent and treasure we have been given. 

 Stewardship means helping the Church’s mission with 

time, money, personal resources of all kinds.  This sharing is 

not an option for Catholics who understand what membership 

in the church involves; it is serious duty.  Christian stewardship 

successfully bridges the material world around us and the world 

of the Spirit within us. 

 During this week pray about how you might be able to 

serve at liturgy.  Do not be shy about sharing your gifts with 

the community.  If you have any questions or concerns about 

any of the ministries, please feel free to call.  I do thank you in 

advance and appreciate the time and talents you share with 

your church. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—September 24, 2023 

 

Regular Offertory:   $           6,627.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $               31.00 

Votives:    $             127.00 

Catholic Accent:   $             181.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $               83.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:   $             189.00 

Thanksgiving:   $                 5.00 

Mission:    $             400.00 

Seminarian/Clergy:   $             205.00 

Easter:    $              15.00 

 

Total Sept. 23/24               $  7,863.00 

 

Mystery Dinner 

Fall is the time to get cozy — with a cozy mystery dinner that 

is!  The Epiphany Ladies will host a Murder Mystery Dinner on 

Saturday, November 4 at 6:00 p.m. at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Church Hall, 44 Pennsylvania Blvd., Monessen.  Put on your 

sleuthing cap and pull out your saddle shoes to join the 1950s 

themed “A Dance with Death” by the Murder Mystery     

Company.  Dressing to the theme is optional.  Tickets are 

$40 and include dinner, dessert and show.  BYOB.  For more 

info, or to purchase tickets, call the church office at             

724-684-7661. Tickets are limited. 

 

The Saint Vincent College Concert Series  

presents an organ recital:  “Classicism, Impressionism, and Cubism: 

The Visual Arts and its Impact on Music” with J. Christopher   

Pardini, Sunday, October 8
th

 at 7:00 PM in the Saint Vincent 

Basilica.  Admission is free. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” button on our parish website. 

���������	
�����

May our actions speak for 

us…? 

It is easy for us to look to 

others for the things that go wrong 

in our world.  We can never walk 

away from our own moral responsibilities.  It is easy to find 

excuses and pretend that it is somebody else’s fault: parents, 

educators, dubious company, society in general.  Ezekiel in the 

first reading makes it explicitly clear that God’s covenant im-

plies a high moral standard for each and every one of us.  

Moral responsibility is here and now and everyone has to ac-

count for their own faults and is expected to rise up to the 

blessings we have received.  There is no such thing as being 

tied to a fateful past, the future is wide open.  God encour-

ages each of us to choose what the right path to life is. 

Thinking of oneself as religious can be dangerous.  

Deeds reveal the heart, not public posture, a lesson we learn 

too often from public figures, if not often enough about our-

selves.  Ezekiel reminds us that: actions, not reputations, mat-

ter.  This can be a real sobering message for religious people.  

We can deceive ourselves exactly through our habits of reli-

gious practice.  These truly serve only if they make us sensi-

tive to God’s new invitations.  Otherwise they turn us in upon 

our own self-satisfaction, something Paul warns against in the 

second reading. 

Ezekiel reminds us wisdom of plain speech and hon-

est action is what we should be about.  We all should be 

more aware of and think about the choices we make in life, 

and be responsible for them.  As people, we are so quick to 

blame others for our own faults and weaknesses.  It is easy to 

find something to cover our tracks just to make ourselves 

look good.  We do this all because we are not always respon-

sible for our own actions.  St. Paul tells us that we need to be 

more Christ – like by being a little more humble in our 

speech and actions.   

 In this short parable or story that Jesus presents in 

the Gospel, we get the message loud and clear that we need 

to say what we mean and do whatever it is we say.  If we all 

followed this course of action in life, we would not find our-

selves in situations where we are “over committed.”  The 

parable is a reply to the Jewish leaders for their being scandal-

ized at the way Jesus deals with sinners and tax collectors.  In 

this story Jesus reminds us that it is conversion and honesty 

that really matters.  Ask yourself how you have evaded re-

sponsibility for your actions and habits in the past.  If we take 

the time to look at how others see us, maybe we could learn 

something about ourselves and stop blaming others for our 

mistakes.  It all gets down to personal responsibility and how 

we are all ultimately responsible for our own words and ac-

tions.  We all have choices to make in life; we just need to 

think a little more about our choices and our personal re-

sponsibility to them.  Saint Anthony of Padua reminds us of 

the importance of combining doing and saying: “The word 

comes alive only when actions speak, I beg you, may your 

words be few and your actions speak for you.”  All too often, 

we are full of words and empty when it comes to actions. 



Religious Education for 

1st Grader’s 

Parents, is your child in the 1st 

Grade in the Public School      

System?  If so and you wish your 

child to receive the Sacraments of 

First Penance and First Holy 

Communion when he/she is in the 2nd grade, then 

please register them for Religious Ed classes today! 

Registration forms can be found in the church      

pamphlet racks, at the Parish Office and on our Parish 

Website.  Please take this opportunity for your child 

to grown closer to Jesus and learn of His great love 

for us. Classes are on Monday evenings from     

6:30—7:30 p.m. 

 

Blessing of Pets 

On Wednesday the 4
th

 of October we will 

celebrate the feast of St. Francis and it is an 

opportunity for us to bless all of our pets.  I 

will bless the pets in the parking lot at 6:00 

pm on Tuesday, October 3
rd

.  If you would 

like your pets to be blessed, just show up 

and we will take care of everything else. 

 

Christmas on Broad 

On Tuesday after the pet blessing we will have a 

meeting for anyone who would like to help with 

our Christmas event this year.  Bring with you 

any ideas to help celebrate Christmas! 

The more people we have involved the nicer it 

will be.  I do believe this is a wonderful way of 

touching the community.  

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 

the first Wednesday of each month at 11:00 a.m. and at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Parish Center.  Pick the time that suits you best on that day. 

We have a lovely high school student who has joined us and we 

would LOVE to have many more students!  Please join us!  If you 

would like to be on the email chain, please email Joannie Brown 

liberati17@yahoo.com and you will be added to the list.  Hope to 

see you in on October 4th.  For more information, please call 

Joannie at 412-657-7880. 

 

The Ladies of Faith of St. Sebastian invite all women of our 

parish, to join our regular monthly meeting on Thursday, October 

5 at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall. 

Liturgies of the Week 

September 30—Vigil 

4:30 pm Christina & Carl Rihtarcik—Son, Steve 

October 1—26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Deceased of the Novinsky & Tretinik Families—

Barb Moskovitz 

11:00 am Dr. David Brougher—Wife, Carole 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

Monday, October 2 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, October 3 

8:00 am (Death Anniv) Bruna Campus—Family 

Wednesday, October 4 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, October 5 

8:00 am Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, October 6 

8:00 am Deceased of the Pietrowski & Bogdanski 

Families—Family 

Saturday, October 7—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Trasatti & Flora Families—Tammy Trasatti 

October 8—27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am (Death Anniv) Joseph E. Manack—Wife, Loretta & Family 

Altar Candle Flowers 

The flowers this weekend are in memory of the deceased members 

of the Novinsky and Tretinik Families by Barb Moskovitz. 

 

��������	
���������
���To Serena Kathleen 

Guarinoni, daughter of Joseph & Kendy (Pellegrene) Guarinoni 

who was baptized in Christ last Sunday.  We welcome Serena into 

the Church and into our parish family.  God bless her and her family. 

 

Praying the Rosary 

Since October is the month of the Rosary, Our Ladies of 

Faith will be reciting a Scriptural Rosary prior to the 9:00 

a.m. Mass on October 8, starting at 8:15 a.m.  Please feel 

free to join us.  In addition there will be a donut social 

after this Mass in the Church Hall.  All parishioners are 

welcome to join us in fellowship. 

 

14th Year of the Epiphany Rosary Crusade 

There will be a public recitation of the Rosary at Epiphany 

of Our Lord Church, 44 Pennsylvania Blvd, Monessen on 

Saturday, October 14 at 12-Noon.  Bring a lawn chair and 

dress for inclement weather.  For more information call Shirley 

Beneccio at 724-684-7099. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers—Please remember in your 

prayers those who have died: CATHERINE MATSON.  We 

extend our sympathy to her family.  May she rest in peace. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—October 7/8 

                       Lectors                Lit. Coord/EM             Servers 

  4:30 pm     C. Gorski               S. Wawro             A. Peden 

  9:00 am     M. Shaughnessy      B. Moskovitz         A. Frank 

11:00 am     T. Sebetich             S. Kroskie             Volunteer Needed 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144


