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Mission Co-Op Sunday—September 9/10 

Sr. Maureen O’Brian, SC will be introducing the Sisters of 

Charity newest Mission Work in Pedro Carbo, Guayaquil, 

Ecuador. 

The Mission:  In 2010 the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill 

Korean Province celebrated 50 years in Korea. In grati-

tude for the Lord’s blessings in South Korea and their 

mission in Yanji, China (1996) started a new mission in a 

poor area of Ecuador which consists of taking over a clin-

ic, a school for children with disabilities and assisting with 

parish work.  There is so much to do and so much help 

needed! These sisters can do the work only if you can 

help them with your prayers and donations! It is a joy and 

a blessing to be able to share what we have with others 

in need!  . Your prayers and donations will bring blessings 

of hope and healing!  God Bless you for your generosity! 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—August 20, 2023 

Regular Offertory:  $           7,170.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $             323.00 

Votives:    $             305.00 

Catholic Accent:   $             388.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $             125.00 

Catholic University:  $               20.00 

Assumption:   $             664.00 

 

Total Aug. 19/20               $  8,995.00 

 

Special Collection 

Diocesan Catholic Schools and Catholic University collec-

tion is this weekend, August 26/27.  Please be as gener-

ous as possible. 

 

Fall Fundraiser 

The Ladies of Faith have paired up with 

McShane’s Florist for a Fall Mum Fundrais-

er.  All Mums are $15 for 10” Mums in a 

variety of beautiful colors.  Vouchers will 

be sold this weekend, August 26/27. 

Mums can be picked up at McShane Florist, 1066 Ros-

traver Road, Belle Vernon.  Date to be announced.  All 

proceeds benefit St. Sebastian Church. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” 

button on our parish website 
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 Sometimes it is a good thing for us 

to sit back and think about God’s revelations 

to us.  Our world constantly pushes us to 

become more independent and not have to look to others for 

help.  We strive to become self-sustaining as individuals as 

well as a country.  Today our liturgy speaks to us about the 

overwhelming presence of God in our midst.  We are remind-

ed that God is the one who sustains us and helps us deal with 

life and the problems life throws at us.  It is this understanding 

that will ultimately bring us peace in life; we are never alone 

no matter how “independent” we feel we are.  God is always 

the one who initiates and we respond. 

 God’s generosity encompasses absolutely everything 

that this world is about.  No matter where we live, work or 

play it is the generosity of God that constantly surrounds 

us.  We are undoubtedly a people blessed beyond words; and 

yet for a people who have been given so very much, how can 

we be so negligent in our appreciation or even awareness of 

God’s goodness?  Too often in life we pride ourselves in our 

own accomplishments and even though we admit to having 

God’s help, we still take a lot of the credit.  Today’s liturgy 

speaks to us about God’s dominion over all the earth.  In the 

first reading Isaiah reminds the people that it is not the power 

of kings or leaders that matters, it is God’s power allowing 

them to rule and share their gifts.  When they forget this and 

start operating out of their own agendas, God will step in.  He 

gives us a message of hope; letting us know how all powerful 

and loving God is in life. 

 In the second reading we find the great thinker Paul 

reciting a prayer reminding us of the ever presence of God 

through the gift of Jesus in and among our world.  He reminds 

us of the transcendence and the unpredictability of God’s 

ways.  In the gospel for this week, Matthew reminds us just 

how God reveals the mysteries of life to us.  These are things 

that we cannot learn by ourselves, it is always the power and 

presence of God revealing divine goodness to us. 

 When Jesus asks the disciples who people say he 

was, it was Peter who confesses exactly what was revealed to 

him by God: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.”  God is constantly revealing to all of us goodness in 

life.  In fact our own discipleship is a revelation.  Only by 

God’s gift is Peter able to make his profession of faith and 

receive his role of leadership. 

 Just as it was with Peter, we ourselves can recognize 

Jesus because God has revealed him to us.  The good news of 

the church is that Christ trusts us to proclaim throughout the 

ages that his identity has been revealed by God.  Jesus did not 

choose only great thinkers or saintly people to steer his 

church on a right course and make his name known.  He 

chose ordinary humans who simply open themselves to the 

capacity to be great believers because they are first great 

hearers of the revelation.  We all need to be more attentive 

to life and recognize the revelation that is being given to us! 
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Organ Recital 

On September 17 at 3 o’clock in the 

afternoon we are going to have a recital 

with our new organ.  Even though it is 

not so new…we need to showcase it and 

let you know what it is capable of do-

ing.  We are so blessed that we have such 

an instrument to add to our Liturgies, we just need to 

show it off!  Amanda Nicholson who currently plays at the 

churches of St. Andrew the Apostle will be our present-

er.  We are looking forward to her recital.  Mark your cal-

endars for the 17
th, 

we will have more information in the 

coming weeks. 

 

Formation for Our Children 

Although we learn about God’s goodness 

and His Church all of our lives, it is im-

portant to help our children to under-

stand the presence of God’s love through 

the Church and it’s sacraments. A letter 

along with this year’s calendar has been 

sent via e-mail to all of our families who 

are a part of our Formation Program. If you did not re-

ceive one, please let us know. We are asking that children 

register for formation, and these forms can be found in the 

back of the church, in the church office or on the website. 

Classes begin on Monday, September 18 from 6:30 p.m. 

until 7:30 p.m.  If you have any questions, call Scott Martin 

at 724-929-9300. 

 

Shoe Box Gift Project 

Empty shoe boxes are needed for the St. Vincent de Paul 

Shoe Box Gift Project for Adults and Disabled Persons. 

You may bring the adult size boxes to the Parish Office.  

The boxes will be filled and wrapped in October and given 

to the St. Vincent de Paul Society for distribution.  A list 

of items needed to fill the boxes are included in this bul-

letin.  These items may also be brought to the Parish Of-

fice.  Thank you and God bless you for your kind generosi-

ty. 

 

Salt and Light Award Nominations  

Do you know an individual or organization worthy of 

recognition for their time, treasure and talent? If so, we 

want to hear from you! Catholic Charities is seeking nomi-

nees in the categories of Humanitarianism, Philanthropy 

and Outstanding Human Service Organization. Nomina-

tions are being accepted through October 31 for the 

24th annual Communities of Salt & Light Awards Dinner. 

The dinner is scheduled for Thursday, April 18, 2024, at 

Stratigos Banquet Centre, North Huntingdon. Nomination 

forms and criteria can be found at ccharitiesgreensburg.org 

under “Fundraisers.  

Liturgies of the Week 

August 26—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Peter J. Bednarczyk—Sons & 

Daughter, Kathleen 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

August 27—Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Judith Moody –Cerella Coda 

Monday, August 28—St. Augustine 

8:00 am  Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, August 29—Passion of St. John the Baptist 

8:00 am (Death Anniv) Thomas R. Hartman—Wife & Family 

Wednesday, August 30 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, August 31 

8:00 am  Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, September 1 

8:00 am Don Ondulick—Sue Ann Edwards 

Saturday, September 2—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Linda Rodriguez—Lynette Carpenter 

September 3—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) Nathan Terrence Dzimiera—Maher 

Family 

11:00 am (Date of Birth) Rose McFall—Sons, Ronnie, Mike & 

Family 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

Sympathy and Prayers 

Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

GENEVIEVE WARD and JOAN PICCHIARINI  We extend 

our sympathy to their families.  May they rest in peace. 

 

SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH   PAGE 2            BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE—September 2/3 

                       Lectors                Lit. Coord/EM             Servers 

  4:30 pm    J. Wasicek               K. Molesky                    M. Wasicek 

  9:00 am    G. Klamerus             M. Shaughnessy              N. Jodon 

11:00 am    C. Rhodes                 R. Messick                     H. Miller 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144


