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July 27, Thursday Pre-Sale, 6:00 pm—8:00 pm; must 

be 18 years of age and older, $5 entrance fee. 
 

July 28, Friday from 9 am—3 pm 
 

July 29, Sat. from 9 am—12 Noon; 12—3 pm 1/2 price 
 

July 29 Saturday from 5:30—7:30 pm $2 a bag 
 

For more information contact Bonnie at 724-322-0355. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 

July 16, 2023 

Regular Offertory:  $           7,222.10 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $              305.00 

Votives:    $              435.00 

Catholic Accent:  $              140.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $              100.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:  $                10.00 

 

Total July 15/16         $  8,212.10 

 

Brown Bag Sunday 

Even though it is only the middle of July, the 

stores are already advertising “Back to 

School” Supplies.  It is about time to start 

getting ready for our Brown Bag Sunday with 

school supplies.  We will have our Brown Bag Sunday the 

Weekend of August 12 - 13.  So…if you see any back 

packs or school supplies on sale pick them up now for 

the collection.  Many students from our area have bene-

fited from this collection in years past, know that you will 

be helping needy children with your generosity. 

As always I am grateful for your generous spirits and the 

many ways you share your goodness with others. 

���������	
�����

Becoming Seeds of Hope! 

   Our liturgy this week offers us an abundance 

of hope as we listen to the readings.  Once again we are pre-

sented with a few of Jesus’ stories or parables which give us 

an insight into our own behavior and attitudes.  Through our 

readings we are given another glimpse of the “hope” we find 

in God.  In both the first reading as well as the gospel we see 

God’s “mastery over all things.” 

   In our culture today “mastery” has somewhat of a different 

interpretation than what we get from the scriptures.  Our 

notion of mastery today often includes power over others, 

control, domination, force and manipulation.  In contrast 

God’s “might is the source of justice.”  God’s mastery is exer-

cised by care, justice and patience.  God does not judge on 

the spur of the moment, rather God is patient and kind, leav-

ing much room for hope. 

   God’s might is the source of divine mercy.  God’s might 

makes it possible for God to be “lenient to all.”  From such an 

understanding of God, we are shown a wonderful lesson.  If 

God is merciful, we too should be merciful.  Wouldn’t it be 

wonderful if everything in life worked out the way it was sup-

posed to?  There would be no worrying or fear about any-

thing, because everything would be as it should be.  Life is full 

of foiled plans, withered gardens, and all types of disas-

ters.  Jesus speaks to us in three parables describing the king-

dom as we presently experience it: there are weeds among 

the wheat, a bush is in growth, and the dough is rising.  None 

of these are finished products; it takes time and patience to 

bring forth the desired end. 

   The Gospel reminds us that even good people in life strug-

gle with the problems and worries of evil.  We are shown that 

all of life is a paradox between good and evil.  It would be 

great if we were able to simply pluck the evil from life and let 

the good grow on its own.  We are reminded that in life we 

live side by side with both good and evil, and we are influ-

enced by both forces.  Therefore, it is even more important 

to understand the power behind our choices. 

   Today we are told of a God that will always be there, re-

gardless of our choices.  In the book of Wisdom, we see that 

even though God is the sovereign creator of all, God does not 

destroy the wicked.  The righteousness of God dispenses 

kindness and restraint as a sign of hope.  Every day we read of 

terrorism and abuse of power.  We find the oppression of 

poor and powerless peoples.  There is corruption in govern-

ment and high places of business and finance.  As the workers 

of the vineyard, we all want to pluck out the evil. 

   Jesus reminds us that we simply cannot do that.  We must 

learn to live side by side with both forces.  Jesus tells us to be 

careful for we might root out the good along with the 

evil.  Simply put, we are to trust in God’s gentle loving Spir-

it.  Sometimes that Spirit is like yeast, causing slow change; 

sometimes it’s like a mustard seed, small at first, but finally 

growing into a large shrub.  We must have faith and that good 

will triumph and God will accomplish great things. 

   There is much evil in our world, but there is also much 

good.  Our task is to live with these contradictions, all the 

while offering understanding, love and hope wherever we can 

sow those seeds, and always remember that God is in control! Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” button on our parish website. 

St. Sebastian Junque Sale 



Sumer Bible School 

“Make a Splash” 

August 8—11, 9—11 AM 

   Our theme for Bible school this year 

is all about water!  We have four days of 

fun planned for our children.  Bible School is a wonderful 

way to connect our children to church in a different way 

than going to Mass over the weekend.  It is an opportunity 

for them to learn a little more about their faith and have 

fun at the same time. 

   Thus far we do not have anyone registered.  Last year 

we had to cancel our Bible School because there was no 

interest.  Really, how very sad is that!  It is all of our re-

sponsibility to hand over the faith to our children.  If we 

don’t do it, what will happen in the future?  It is easy to put 

things off and overlook what is important.  I encourage you 

to make the effort to help your children grow in our 

faith.  It seems that people are only concerned with making 

the sacraments and that is as far as it goes.  Faith is a part 

of our lives and we have to put forth a little effort so that 

it can grow in our hearts as well as the hearts of our chil-

dren.  There are registration forms in the church or you 

can call Scott Martin at 724-469-1095 for more infor-

mation. 

   We also are in need of volunteers to help with Bible 

School.  There are many ways that you can be of assis-

tance.  If you think you might be able to help, please give 

us a call. 

 

Ladies of Faith—Ice Cream Social 

Women of the Parish, please join us at the 

Parish Hall on August 3 at 6:30 p.m. and 

meet the Ladies of Faith and find out what 

our organization does at St. Sebastian 

Church.  There is no obligation to join.  If you have any 

questions please contact Anita at 412-393-9319. 

 

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass 

Bishop Kulick desires to recognize all couples celebrating 

their 50th Wedding Anniversary during the calendar year 

2023.  The Jubilarians, their children, relatives or friends 

should contact our parish office to register couples.  The 

Jubilarians will be invited to join the bishop for a special 

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass to be celebrated in 

Blessed Sacrament Cathedral on Sunday, October 1 at 

3:00 pm.  All registered couples will receive a scroll signed 

by the bishop commemorating their anniversary. 

Liturgies of the Week 

July 22—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Lexi Pfile—Nunny & Family 

July 23—Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am In Honor of Jim & Joanne Hoffman’s 65th 

Wedding Anniversary 

11:00 am Joe Kubitza—Betty Jane & Family 

Monday, July 24—St. Sharbel Makhluf 

8:00 am  Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Tuesday, July 25—St. James 

No Mass Today 

Wednesday, July 26—Ss. Joachim & Anne 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, July 27 

8:00 am  Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord 

Friday, July 28 

8:00 am Dorothy Frederick—Children 

Saturday, July 29—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Carl & Rita Pesi—Son, George 

July 30—Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am (Date of Birth) Dave Moskovitz—Wife, Barb 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 
 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

Altar Candle Flowers 

The flowers this weekend are in memory of Lexi Pfile by 

Nunny & Parents & Brother. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—July 29/30 

                       Lectors                  Lit. Coord/EM             Servers 

  4:30 pm     C. Gorski               S. Wawro                         R. Buretz 

  9:00 am     E. Bagay                R. Smereczniak                 N. Jodon 

11:00 am     M. Patterson           S. Kroskie                        H. Miller 

EPIPHANY PARISH FESTIVAL 

Plan for some great music and fun at 

the Epiphany of Our Lord Parish 

festival on Friday, August 4 (5 p.m.-9 

p.m.) and Saturday, August 5 (Noon 

– 10 p.m.) as we embrace the 

‘50s!  Street Level Band will be on-

site Friday evening. And harkening back to playground 

days, we are having an All Wheels Parade around the 

grounds. On Saturday we will have a car show, the Belairs, 

Elvis impersonator and American Pie Oldies Band! Weath-

er permitting, fireworks at 9:30 p.m. and outdoor Mass at 

10 p.m. Details on the website: www.eolparish.com  
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144


