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Stewardship of Treasure 

June 25, 2023 
 

Regular Offertory:  $           6,383.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $              215.00 

Votives:    $              156.00 

Catholic Accent:  $              100.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $                88.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:  $                83.00 

Peter’s Pence:   $              832.00 

 

Total June 24/25               $  7,857.00 

���������	
�����Being Hospitable in life… 

   It is certainly true that in life we all take many things for granted, this goes with ma-

terial things as well as relationships we have with one another.  It isn’t that we do not 

appreciate the blessings we have received, it is just that they become commonplace 

and we expect them to be there.  It becomes a matter of trying to become more 

aware of people and things outside of ourselves.  This is what our liturgy deals with 

today, simply becoming aware of the good things that people do for us and being grate-

ful.  It is easy for us to become so involved with our lives and the tasks that are always 

before us that we allow ourselves to be blind to what is around us.  Once this happens 

we start taking one another for granted and show absolutely no appreciation for the 

goodness that we receive. 

   In the first reading we find that Elisha who was known as “a man of God” was not taken for granted or overlooked 

by a woman who rewards him for his goodness.  It was through her generous hospitality that Elisha is given a place to 

stay, and for her kindness Elisha does not overlook her generosity rather he rewards her.  It is interesting that he is 

rewarding her not for her faith rather for her generosity, something that we can all learn from. 

In the letter to the Romans St. Paul reminds us that by virtue of our Baptism we all belong to Christ.  This is not 

something that can be taken lightly.  Paul is telling us that because we do belong to Jesus that our behavior and our 

attitudes in life should follow accordingly.  It is not just the fact that we share in the resurrection of Jesus, but we also 

are to be a part of his ministry as well.  By our actions and attitudes we give glory to what our Baptism is all about and 

how it calls us to live. 

   In our Gospel from Matthew this week Jesus goes even further in reminding us how we all need to be hospitable to 

one another and sometimes just forget about our own agendas in life.  The world in which Jesus lived was one that 

was riddled with many social rules.  These pertained to simple etiquette as well as to how one lived their life from day 

to day.  Being born into a family brought with it many obligations and responsibilities.  Depending on the order of birth 

and the gender, there was much that was demanded.  Jesus was not overlooking these responsibilities, he was simply 

reminding people that there was more to life, and there were obligations outside of the family in which you were 

born.  The love of God and the simple hospitality to others must never be overlooked.  We must never use our re-

sponsibilities, even to our families as an excuse not to be loving and welcoming to others.  If we want to be a follower 

we must daily carry the cross of what it means to follow.  That cross calls each of us to be aware of the goodness that 

is around us, the kindness that people offer and the generosity that we share, and in turn be grateful for that.  If we 

start to overlook the simple things in life because we feel our responsibilities are more important, then we need to re 

think what it means to call ourselves followers of Christ. 

   If we are good and kind even to the stranger then God will reward us for our kindness.  The opposite is also true.  

As we gather this weekend we all need to look around and be grateful for the people in our lives and for the many 

blessings that we share, and in that gratitude we need to let other people know just how grateful we are. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” 

button on our parish website 
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A Festival & An Outing at St. John’s in Perry! 

St. John the Baptist, Perryopolis Parish Festival will be on 

Sunday, July 16, 11 am to 7 pm.  Come join the fun! 

�

Sight & Sound Theater—Join with St. John’s to see 

“MOSES,” in Lancaster, Pa and to the National Shrine 

Grotto of Lourdes/National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton, in Maryland. August 2-3, Cost: $379 per per-

son.  For more information call 412-691-6083. 



Embracing the challenges of freedom 

This 4
th

 of July Weekend should be cele-

brated with as much enthusiasm and grati-

tude that we can offer.  Our Freedom is 

something that we should never take for 

granted and should always celebrate. 

Too often in life we don’t appreciate the 

blessings we have tending to take things 

for granted.  Our freedom is one of those 

things.  Our prayers need to focus on just what it is that 

makes our country such a blessing.  Freedom is never 

“free” it comes with such a cost, and as a nation we look 

with grateful hearts to the countless men and women who 

have made our freedom possible.  This 4
th

 of July, just be 

grateful for the people you have in your life, be grateful for 

the families you have been blessed with and above all else, 

be grateful for this great nation that we call “home.” 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Parish Office will be closed Tuesday, July 4, 

in observation of Independence Day.  The office will reopen 

Wednesday, July 5. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store 

The St. Vincent store certainly has become a mainstay in 

Monessen, as well as throughout the Mon Valley.  People 

come from all around and it is good to know that so many 

people are being helped.  Please know that all of your do-

nations have been greatly appreciated! 

If we are to continue to be of service to our area, we do 

need some help.  The Gospel calls all of us to help the 

poor and the needy whenever we can.  The store can cer-

tainly use your help! If you are able to volunteer a few 

hours a week, please know that it would be greatly appre-

ciated.  They are also in need of some men to help moving 

things around in the store.  If anyone is interested please 

call the store at 724-684-5147 and speak with Kathy Steffy. 

 

Annual St. Sebastian Junque Sale 

This year’s Junque Sale will be held July 28 & 29.  We are 

collecting donations on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10 

am—12 pm and 6 pm—8 pm at the Parish Hall.  We are 

not accepting clothing, televisions, exercise equipment, 

dictionaries or encyclopedia's or large furniture.  If anyone 

needs an appointment to donate items, please call Bonnie 

Halinka at 724-322-0355.  We are in need of volunteers as 

well as anyone needing community service hours. 

Liturgies of the Week 

July 1—Vigil 

4:30 pm John Monack—Parents, Frank & Deanna 

Monack 

July 2—Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Isabella Rhea Herron—Dennis & Jeanne 

Faieta 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

Monday, July 3—St. Thomas 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, July 4—Independence Day 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Edna Patricia Garnic—Andrea 

Garnic & Family 

Wednesday, July 5—St. Anthony Zaccaria/ 

   St. Elizabeth of Portugal 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, July 6—St. Maria Goretti 

No Mass Today 

Friday, July 7 

8:00 am Alex & Mary Delopitro—Daughter, Alexia 

Jones 

Saturday, July 8—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm George Petrisin—Family 

July 9—Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) Chris Williams—Mom & Dad 

11:00 am George Galiotto—Wife, Faith 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

�����������		
�

Intentions may now be requested for the 2024 Masses.  

Please fill out a Mass intention form which can be found in 

the church pamphlet racks or at the parish office.  Forms 

should be turned in to the parish secretary. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers 

Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

JOSEPH RYGIEL.  We extend our sympathy to his family.  

May he rest in peace. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Knit or Crochet? 

Join us on Wednesday, July 5, in the Parish Center at 11:00 

a.m.  Any questions call Joannie Brown (412-657-7880). 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—July 8/9 

                       Lectors                  Lit. Coord/EM             Servers 

  4:30 pm    S. Wawro             C. Farrier                     A. Peden 

  9:00 am    G. Klamerus          M. Shaughnessy             N. Jodon 

11:00 am    C.. Rhodes             S. Kroskie                     H. Miller 

Vacation Bible School—Make A Splash! 

This year VBS will take place August 8 –11 at 

Epiphany of Our Lord Parish hall and grounds from 9:00—

11:00 a.m.  Water is the theme, so prepare to get splashed 

while hearing how Jesus uses water to teach us about 

God’s love!  Registration forms can be found in the church 

pamphlet racks.  Please return your registration form by 

Tuesday, August 1. 
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Duritza’s
735 Henry Street

Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

WE ARE A  
FACTORY AUTHORIZED 

BRYANT DEALER

We Service  
All Brands

Heating & Cooling Inc.
412-384-7585

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037

FREE  
ESTIMATES

PA 014581

Donna Ferguson Yurko, Realtor® 
call / text 724-554-2149

Bonnie Halinka, Realtor®
call / text 724-322-0355

Frontier Realty

Local Experts with 30+ Years’ Experience
Catholic Parishioners

800-422-8680

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144


