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4 ~ “Do not be afraid! | know that you are seeking
/ Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has
7 £ = been raised just as he said." - Mt 28:5b-6
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From the Pastor
We Celebrate Easter!

The resurrection of Jesus is a
paradox; we believe but we do not
understand. The resurrectionis a i
mystery which we can never un-  ©
derstand but only believe. This mystery takes us beyond all
which is familiar to us — to a realm where God’s glory and
power lift us up to a new dignity of risen life. It is a freely
given gift by the Divine One who has loved us from the be-
ginning of creation, who breathed life into us, and who con-
tinues to beckon us to grow in the truth of who we are.

Easter is a celebration where we acknowledge who Christ
really is, the one who shared in our humanity even to the
point of accepting death, but who conquered death to raise
us up to a share in His life. What exactly is it that we cele-
brate every year on Easter. We recognize the fact that Je-
sus rose from the dead; but, don’t we do that every time
we celebrate the Eucharist? So, what makes Easter such a
special celebration in our Church year? It might have some-
thing to do with the springtime of the year when everything
in nature seems to resurrect. It might also have something
to do with the fact that for forty days we have been antici-
pating this glorious day. Whatever the reason that makes
this day so special, we like to celebrate it each and every
year. We tell the wonderful story of the resurrection over
and over again. Jesus squeezed life out of death and good-
ness and love triumphed.

The story of Easter is hard for us to accept because we
have never seen or experienced anyone rise from the dead.
So, we search for symbols to help us comprehend this great
mystery. Just as at Christmas, Christians have come up
with symbols to say something about resurrection. From
ancient times the egg has been a symbol of fertility and im-
mortality, and the church borrowed it and applied it as a
visual lesson to the resurrection of Jesus. There is even a
tradition that Simon of Cyrene, who helped Jesus carry his
cross to Calvary, was an egg merchant. The legend has Si-
mon returning to his shop after the crucifixion only to find
that all of the eggs had turned miraculously into a variety of
colors adorned with drawings. The butterfly is the most
ancient symbol of the resurrection because they are born
out of a caterpillar’s sleep in a cocoon, symbolizing the
grave. They are transformed, as if with a glorified body,
unconstrained by the limitations of matter, flying into the air.

These symbols are strong statements about life, and what
happened on that first Easter morning is “life” itself. | pray
that as you celebrate this day with your family and friends,
the peace and the joy that resurrection brings to our lives
may be yours in abundance. Have a wonderful celebration
and rejoice in the fact that Jesus truly has risen and that
same reward awaits each of us. Alleluia!!

Due to the early transmission of this bul-
letin, the financial report for April 2,
will be in a future bulletin.
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;._i_.-:l [~ This year the Paschal Candle is given in loving
0\l memory of Don Ondulick by his wife, Josie and
Kim & Cliff Gorski.

Paschal Candle Flowers
This year’s Paschal Candle Flowers are given In Thanksgiving, by
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Cowan and son, George.

Paschal Candle &Altar/Candle Ring Flowers
If you would like to have flowers in memory of a deceased
loved one or for a special intention, please contact the Parish
Office. Flowers for the Paschal Candle are $100, and flowers
for the Altar Candle Rings are $100 for the pair.

Mother’s Day Fundraiser

The Ladies of Faith will be offering Hanging Flow-
er Baskets from McShane Florist. You can pur-
chase a Basket Voucher next weekend April
I15/16. The cost is $20 per basket voucher.
Take your voucher to McShane’s on May 3rd and
pick up a basket from their selections offered.

| ST. SEBASTIAN CHURCH | CRAFT and
FUNDRAISER VENDOR EXPO
CRAFT & VENDOR | O Saturday, May 6, 2023,
EX PO

from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
there will be 40 tables of
crafters & vendors with won-
derful items for sale in our
Parish Hall. Admission is free;
a basket auction and refresh-
ments available.

SATURDAY MAY 6, 2023
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
LOCATED IN THE CHURCH SOCIAL HALL
£01 BROAD A VE-

BELLE VERNON, PA 15012

FREE ADMISSION

40 TABLES OF CRAFTERS AND VENDORS,
WITH BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNEDCRAFTS
AND WONDERFUL ITEMSFOR SALE.

**GREAT MOTHERS DAY GIFTS"™

| BASKET AUCTION AND MORE!:

Stewardship of Treasure
March 26, 2023

Regular Offertory: $ 7,640.00
Utilities & Maintenance: $ 1,017.00
Votives: $ 261.00
Cap. Project/Roof Fund: $ 5.00
Catholic Accent: $ 55.00
Good Friday: $ 17.00
Holy Thursday: $ 10.00
Heifer Project: $ 390.00
Sanctuary Flowers: $ 228.00
Lenten Season Offering: $ 1,195.00
Easter: $ 25.00
Total March 25/26 $_10,843.00

|| Rev. Michael J. Crookston, Pastor

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” button on our parish website.




SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH

Our ReturnTo Easgter

€ven though we are Gaptized,
what we constantly Lose and Getray is
precigely that whick we received at Gaptism.
Therefore E€aster ig our return
every year to our own Gaptism,
whereas Lent is our preparation for that return
the sCow and sustained effort to perform,
at the end, our own “pagsage or pascha’
into the new Cife in Christ...
€ach year Lent and Easter are,
once again, the rediscovery
and the recovery Gy ug of what we were made
through our own Gaptismal

death and regurrection.

Once again as | think back over our

Lenten season and the celebration of
//7;;?,“&'/( Ou / Easter, there are many people who
Y shared much of their time and talent
and need to be thanked. This season
requires many people to just cele-
brate the liturgies. | am grateful to all
of our ministers, server’s ushers who have so generously shared
their gifts with us. | would like to thank in a special way the
Adult Choir for adding so very much throughout the season.
They have put in many hours of preparation and practice and we
all were blessed with beautiful liturgies. The people who have
helped to decorate the church certainly did an outstanding job
not only at Easter but throughout the entire year, and we are all
grateful to them.
But, most of all | would like to thank you the people who make
up our parish family. It is because of your support and dedica-
tion that we are able to gather each week and celebrate the gift
of the Eucharist. As we celebrate these weeks of Easter, know
that we are all blessed in more ways than we are even aware of!

Heifer Project

We have certainly done an outstanding job with our Heifer Pro-
ject this year. As of last week we almost filled the ARK! | will
let you know how much we collected last week. As a parish we
certainly did a lot in helping the poor around our world. | am so
thankful for all of your generosity and know that you certainly
have touched the lives of many people.

If you still want to make a donation to guarantee a “full ark,”
please drop it in the collection basket and mark it Heifer.

BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA

Liturgies of the Week

April 8—Vigil
8:30 pm Intention of the Celebrant
April 9—Resurrection of the Lord
9:00 am Intention of the Celebrant
11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish
Monday of Easter Week, April 10
No Mass Today
Tuesday of Easter Week, April |1
8:00 am (Date of Birth) Joseph Uhlman—Wife, Terri
Woednesday of Easter Week, April 12
No Mass Today
Thursday of Easter Week, April 13
No Mass Today
Friday of Easter Week, April 14

8:00 am (Death Anniv) Nathan Campus—Family

April 15—Vigil

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation

4:30 pm (Death Anniv) Bernard Gorski—Cliff & Kim Gorski

and Family
Sacrament of First Eucharist
April 16—Second Sunday of Easter

9:00 am Judith Moody—Larry & Diane Bonde
Sacrament of First Eucharist
11:00 am (Death Anniv) Carlo Borriello—Rosetta Borriello &

Family
Sacrament of First Eucharist

MINISTRY SCHEDULE—April 15116

Lector Lit. Coord/EM Server
4:30 pm S. Wawro K. Molesky R. Buretz
9:00 am  B. Moskovitz M. Shaughnessy C. Frank
11:00 am  A. Hoffman R. Hoffman C. Hoffman

Sympathy and Prayers

Please remember in your prayers those who have died: LINDA
RODRIGUEZ and NANCY YETSCONSIH We extend our
sympathy their families. May they rest in peace.

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet this Wednesday, April

12, in the Parish Center at | 1:00 a.m. For information call
Joannie Brown at 412-657-7880.

Ladies of Faith will meet this Thursday, April 13 in the
Parish Hall at 6:30 p.m. All women of the Parish are invited to
attend.

In observance of the celebration of Easter Season,
the Parish Office will be closed Monday, April 10.

724-929-9300/emergency sick call 724-684-7661

saintsebastianchurch.org

facebook.com/StSebastianChurchBelleVernon




Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976
626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon ¢ 724-929-6183 ¢ www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD
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Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536

with purchase

"\ of this space

CALL
B00-477-4574

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT

cfsbank

Making smiles happen
in the Mon Valley
since 1934

cfsbank bank

FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Call for a tour today!
Mon Valley  724-310-[111
Care Center

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)
Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation
& Personal Care Services
www.monvalleycare.com

. )
Duritza’s
735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket
Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats
Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p
Sunday: 8:30a-5p

200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

MARK E. RAMSIER

Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue

==  North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

oward
ELLGEL]

Real Estate Services

Top1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member
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@ LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Stanley A. Rygiel % n-qu.-.::,n-; Place YOUF Ad Here
Joseph R Rygiel 1 H
724f326_y3129 J S g ATEVER and Support Our Parish!
Fayette City, Pennsylvania | o FACTO;“({E:STEH’:)RIZED C O NT A CT M E
Reating & Cooling Tnc. o . Sue Novosel
412-384-7585 All Brands

snovosel@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6318

www.jeffsorickhvac.com
8914 ROBERTS HOLLOW ROAD, ELIZABETH, PA 15037
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ADT-Monitored Home Security

Gat 24-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust

FREE
ESTIMATES

WE'RE HIRING!
AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
mm HItPIBE.
* Paid training
» Some traval
Wol‘h-llfubalancl

« Full-Time with benefits
styouroommnlty_

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary |
® Fire Safety ]

Authorised

AN | o ider | SafeStreets

833-287-3502

“Yake

Esrcv.n’nw Jﬂ

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

Funeral Directors
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson, & Adam S. Ferguso

3-D-4-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-1696



