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7th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“I say to you,  

love your enemies and pray  

for those who persecute you.” Mt 5:44 
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FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING 

For those who did not attend the February 7 

meeting, there will be a meeting this Monday, 

February 20, for the parents/guardians of those 

students who will make their First Holy Commun-

ion this Spring.  If you did not attend the February 

7 meeting, this meeting is required.  The meeting 

will be held at 6:30 pm in St. Sebastian Church. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 

February 12, 2023 

Regular Offertory:  $                   7,595.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $                     157.00 

Votives:    $                     356.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $                     236.00 

Catholic Accent:   $                       55.00 

Eastern Europe:   $                     150.00 

Ash Wednesday:   $                       57.00 

Lenten Season Offering:  $                     270.00 

Home Mission:   $                       30.00 

Solemnity of Mary:  $                       25.00 

 

Total February 11/12           $  8,931.00 

 

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD LENTEN FISH FRY 

Epiphany of Our Lord will hold their an-

nual Fish Fry on Fridays during Lent be-

tween 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., beginning 

on Ash Wednesday. Dine in or take-out. 

For free local delivery call 724-684-5512.  

Menu features: Homemade pierogis, 

baked haddock, fried fish sandwiches, 

fries, gluten- free fish and fish sandwiches, and homemade 

baked goods.  There will be take out only on Good Friday be-

tween 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

 

Homemade Cheese Ravioli Dinner 

St. John the Baptist will hold a Ravioli Dinner in their social hall 

on Ash Wednesday, February 22 from 4 pm to 6 pm (or until 

sold out).  You can Eat-in or Take-out.  Includes:  6 homemade 

cheese ravioli, salad, bread and drink for $10.  A Bowl of home-

made soup, bread and drink for $5.  For more information call  

724-736-4442. 

 

Home Missions Appeal 

On the First Sunday of Lent, which falls this year on February 

26, our Diocese traditionally conducts the Catholic Home Mis-

sions Appeal. We are asked to provide material support and 

spiritual aid to Dioceses in the United States and its territories 

that are unable to provide pastoral services without assistance 

from sources other than their own. You may be surprised to 

learn or to be reminded that 40% of the Dioceses in the United 

States are considered to be "home mission dioceses," that is, 

almost half of our Dioceses cannot support themselves without 

outside assistance. 

���������	
�����Holy as God is Holy… 

   Once again Jesus puts before us a challenge as to whether 

we are serious about being one of His disciples.  We are told 

that we must pray for our enemies and all of those who might 

wish us harm.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus tells us: 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neigh-

bor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your ene-

mies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may 

be children of God in heaven…” Jesus' words leave little wig-

gle room. To be children of our Father in heaven, we need to 

love our enemies and pray for them. 

   Our first reading this week comes from the book of Leviticus 

which is a book of laws. The Lord tells Moses to call the entire 

people to imitate God’s own holiness. It is through God’s laws 

that we are given a practical way of living right with God. The 

laws of God are not arbitrary, but rather a revelation of how to 

become holy as the God who revealed them is holy. 

   In the second reading Paul speaks to the people at Corinth. 

He formed that community only to have another come in and 

preach a different message. Paul doesn’t want to get into any 

debate about who is right or wrong.  He simply reminds the 

Corinthians that God dwells in their community as in the 

Temple of Jerusalem. When he insists that the Spirit of God 

dwells in them, he is talking in the plural. They are a temple, 

not as individuals, but as a community. Anyone who destroys 

the unity of the community is destroying God’s very dwelling. 

   Jesus in the gospel gives us a message that is a difficult one 

to embrace. In looking at what Jesus is saying with an historical 

perspective these words build the foundations of an extremely 

creative, nonviolent opposition to evil. The three examples 

Jesus uses come from daily life, depicting relationships be-

tween people of unequal social, economic, and political status. 

The first example refers to a master striking a servant. Mat-

thew is careful to specify that the person is struck on the right 

cheek: the blow was backhanded, a gesture which demeaned 

at least as much as it caused physical injury. The person who 

turns the other cheek refuses to be humiliated, indicating non-

verbally that he has the same dignity as the one doing the striking. 

   The next example has to do with ones cloak. Here again, 

when a destitute person needed a loan, he might have no col-

lateral beyond his tunic. According to Exodus, a lender must 

return the cloak at night because it also served as a blanket. If 

the person delayed too long in repaying, the lender could as-

semble a group to judge the debtor and gain the right to re-

tain the cloak. The poor person had no recourse except the 

dramatic gesture of handing over his tunic. This is an example 

of how the justice of the wealthy left the poor naked. 

   The third example deals with the notion that Roman sol-

diers had the right to press a citizen into service, but only for 

one well-marked mile. If they went further, they were liable to 

serious chastisement. Thus, the person who offered to go 

another mile not only asserted their own freedom, but put the 

soldier in the awkward position of requesting a return of his 

burden. Jesus’ call to love our enemies does not ask for passiv-

ity, but an active love that reveals injustice for 

what it is without returning it in kind. It is a call 

to respond to evil by giving witness to God’s 

creative love in Jesus, a response worthy of 

people who are called to be God’s temple. 

Consider online giving, click the “my Eoffering” 

button on our parish website 



Season of Lent 

Following our celebration of Mardi gras we will begin the season 

of Lent. This year we will provide you with the “Little Black 

Books.” You can pick them up this weekend. There are reflec-

tions in this book to help you on your journey through Lent.  

On Ash Wednesday, February 22, there will be a number of 

opportunities for you to receive ashes. 

  8:00 am  Mass at Epiphany 

 10:00 am Service for School at St. Sebastian 

 12 Noon Service at Epiphany 

  4:00 pm  Service at St. Sebastian 

  6:00 pm Mass at St. Sebastian 

Throughout Lent there will be Stations prayed on Friday’s. I will 

rotate between Epiphany and St. Sebastian.  On the weeks that I 

am not in either parish, someone will lead the stations. 

Also, just as a reminder, Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast and 

Abstinence. The Friday’s during Lent are days of abstinence, and 

Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence. 

 

Mardi Gras Mardi Gras 

Ash Wednesday is this week, so “Fat Tuesday” is 

also this week! Our Mardi gras celebration will 

begin at 6:30 PM and end around 8:00 PM at 

Epiphany. Once again this year we are asking that 

you bring your favorite dessert, as part of the 

evening’s celebration you can also B.Y.O.B.  If 

you could donate a case of Pop or water it would 

be appreciated.  Don’t forget to bring in your old Palms from 

previous years…we will burn them in preparation for Ash 

Wednesday.  Hope you are able to make it to this celebration! 

 

Heifer Project 

As mentioned last week, this year we will 

be using the Heifer International as our 

Lenten sacrificial offering.  Heifer Interna-

tional is a non-profit, humanitarian organi-

zation dedicated to ending world hunger 

and caring for the earth by providing live-

stock, trees, training and other resources 

to help struggling families around the globe. 

Animals from Heifer provide milk, eggs, wool, draft power and 

other benefits that can mean improved nutrition, higher income, 

education for children, health care and improved housing – liter-

ally, a new way of life. 

If you would like to make a donation to this effort, simply mark 

it “Heifer” and we will start to board the animals onto the Ark! 

 

RITE OF SENDING and RITE OF ELECTION/CALL to 

CONTINUING CONVERSION 

At the 11:00 a.m. Mass next Sunday, February 26, we will 

celebrate the Rite of Sending for our RCIA Candidate, 

Brandon Ricker.  At 3:00 p.m. he will gather with others 

from across the Diocese to celebrate the Rite of Elec-

tion/Call to Continuing Conversion at the Blessed 

Sacrament Cathedral in Greensburg.  Let us pray for Bran-

don and other Candidates/Catechumens of the Diocese 

this Lent. 

Liturgies of the Week 

February 18—Vigil 

4:30 pm Anthony Bury—Grandma 

February 19—Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am George Hallal—Don & Judy Mitchell 

11:00 am (MM) John “Bud” McGinley—Pete & Karen Vesley 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

Monday, February 20 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, February 21—St. Peter Damian 

8:00 am In Honor of Christ Life Friends—Lorraine 

Ash Wednesday, February 22 

10:00 am Distribution of Ashes Service for School 

4:00 pm Distribution of Ashes Service 

6:00 pm Elizabeth “Betty” Eversburg—Fran & Jack Koschalk 

Thursday, February 23—St. Polycarp 

No Mass Today 

Friday, February 24 

8:00 am (MM) Sean Bishop—Louise & Family 

6:00 pm Stations of the  Cross 

Saturday, February 25—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Felix J. Lisovich—Lou & Pat Toth 

February 26—First Sunday of Lent 

9:00 am Isabella Rhea Herron—Dennis & Jeanne Faieta 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

TEEN LENTEN RETREAT—True Presence 

NET Ministries will present a Lenten Retreat for Teens in grades 

7—12 on February 25 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at St. John the 

Baptist Church, Perryopolis.  Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. the day 

concludes with Mass at 4:00 p.m. For more information email 

aslebodnik@dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers 

Please remember in your prayers those who have died: MARGE 

MAREK.  We extend our sympathy to her family.  May she rest 

in peace. 
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Next weekend the Bethlehem Christian Families, a 

nonprofit organization through Land of Peace, will be 

selling Crucifixes, religious artwork, and rosaries- all 

made of olive wood which is native to Israel and 

Bethlehem. Please browse and buy something made 

in the Holy Land.  The Bethlehem Olive Wood 

vendor will be in the main vestibule, after all Masses, 

next weekend, February 25/26. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—February 25/26 

                   Lector              Lit. Coord          EM              Server 

  4:30 pm   C. Gorski      S. Wawro           S. Wawro          R. Buretz 

  9:00 am   E. Bagay       R. Smereczniak   R. Smereczniak   N. Jodon 

11:00 am   C. Rhodes      S. Kroskie          S. Kroskie          M. Ceccarelli 
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735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536


