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This year we will be using the Heifer International as our Len-

ten sacrificial offering.  Heifer International is a non-profit, hu-

manitarian organization dedicated to ending world hunger and 

caring for the earth by providing livestock, trees, training and 

other resources to help struggling families around the globe. 

Animals from Heifer provide milk, eggs, wool, draft power and 

other benefits that can mean improved nutrition, higher in-

come, education for children, health care and improved housing 

– literally, a new way of life. 

As we have done in the past years, our target is to purchase a 

whole Ark of animals that will help promote self-reliance to as 

many as 30 families around the world 

We have six weeks to fill up our Ark.  You may put your con-

tributions in an envelope marked for Heifer.  This is a wonder-

ful way to help your children learn about good Stewardship and 

in the process it is helping so many needy people.  Each week I 

will let you know which animals boarded the Ark! 

 

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING 

There will be a meeting February 20, for the parents/

guardians of those students who will make their First 

Holy Communion this Spring.  Those who did not at-

tend the February 7 meeting, must attend the meeting on Feb-

ruary 20, here at St. Sebastian at 6:30 pm in the Church. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—February 5, 2023 

Regular Offertory:   $                       8,835.55 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $                           65.00 

Votives:    $                         302.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $                         368.00 

Catholic Accent:   $                           50.00 

Sanctuary Flowers:   $                           35.00 

All Saints:    $                           10.00 

Oplatki:    $                             3.00 

Eastern Europe:   $                         305.00 

Ash Wednesday:   $                           35.00 

Lenten Season Offering:  $                           90.00 

Home Mission:   $                           10.00 

Christmas:   $                           50.00 

 

Total February 4/5           $  10,158.55 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to thank everyone 

who donated to us monetarily and with yarn.  It is GREATLY 

appreciated,  and will go a long way to provide for others in 

our community and beyond.  If anyone would still like to do-

nate, please mail it to, or, drop it off at the Church office.  Joan-

nie Brown 412-657-7880.   

 

High School & Young Adult Priesthood Discernment Group 

The Melchizedek Project is designed for high school and young 

adult-aged men who would like to grow in their understanding 

of how to discern a vocation and learn more about the priest-

hood. Each gathering involves prayer, discussion on a specific 

topic related to priesthood, and dinner. 

Please visit greensburgpriest.org for more information. 

���������	
�����We all have the freedom to choose… 

   Have you ever felt like you didn’t have much choice leaving you 

feeling like a victim?  I think that most of us can certainly relate to 

that. Today our readings are about God’s laws and our choices in 

life. Sometimes it is almost frightening how much power we actu-

ally have with our freedom to make choices. 

   The first reading is taken from the book of Sirach which be-

longs to the collection of writings known as Wisdom literature. 

The section we hear today is part of a larger discussion of human 

responsibility addressed to people who blamed God for the con-

duct of the wicked. In a religious environment in which God was 

seen as the ultimate author of every action, some people tended 

to hold God responsible for evil and suffering, thereby prohibiting 

us to have faith in God’s goodness. Today we hear Sirach re-

sponding to those claims by reminding us of personal responsibil-

ity, emphasizing that those who choose to do so can keep the 

commandments. He insists that each of us account for our own 

choices, reminding us that God’s commandments offer the path 

of true life. By making it clear that the responsibility for our own 

actions lies solely on us, God cannot be blamed for the injustice 

and evil in our world.  Ultimately the God of such tremendous 

wisdom gives us the free will to make the choice for life in all the 

situations we face. 

   Continuing with the Psalm we are reminded that God’s laws 

are full of wonders, and when followed with all of our hearts and 

all of our being, life will work out as it should. It is when we use 

our freedom of choice to go against God’s laws that life becomes 

complicated. Jesus explains at great length in today’s gospel how 

God’s laws need to be followed. 

   The part of the Gospel that we call the Sermon on the Mount is a 

collection of Jesus’ teaching that Matthew puts together in one care-

fully constructed discourse. In this section, Jesus expresses a great 

respect for His Jewish tradition as He teaches His disciples on what 

it means for them to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 

   The passage for today starts off by telling us how Jesus did not 

come to abolish the law, rather He came to fulfill or complete it. 

He then proceeds to take several of the commandments, one 

after the other, and interpret them in a whole new light. Jesus 

becomes the new giver of the Law like Moses, by handing down a 

new series of commandments far more challenging than the first. 

What Jesus does is take a teaching or law that is well known and 

takes it to its root meaning. For example, He demonstrates that 

the sin of murder has its roots in anger and disrespect of another. 

He broadens the original law to address anger. Anger, including 

demeaning others by calling them names such as raqa, Aramaic 

for imbecile or idiot, can cause harm to others. This can be just 

as damaging as murder itself. 

   Another law or commandment that Jesus speaks of, deals with 

adultery, which was understood in the day of Jesus as an offense 

against the husband, whose property had been abused by another. 

This teaching in Jewish tradition leads directly to the presence of 

divorce. Under traditional law, only the man could initiate a di-

vorce, and, according to some interpretations, he was free to do 

so for the slightest of provocations. Jesus redefines this law and 

promotes the dignity of women, saying they cannot simply be 

handed off as property. 

   Jesus calls each of us to seek reconciliation with anyone who is 

angry with us, otherwise our sacrifice is hollow. We all can con-

trol our own behavior and do not have to be dictated to by 

somebody else. By exercising our freedom of choice we are able 

to embrace the loving law God puts before us; or we can choose 

another path and deal with the consequences. 



Season of Lent 

Following our celebration of Mardi gras 

we will begin the season of Lent. This 

year we will provide you with the 

“Little Black Books.” You can pick them 

up next weekend. There are reflections in this book to help you 

on your journey through Lent.  On Ash Wednesday, Febru-

ary 22, there will be a number of opportunities for you to re-

ceive ashes. 

   8:00  Mass at Epiphany 

  10:00 Service for School at St. Sebastian 

   2:00 Service at Epiphany 

   4:00  Service at St. Sebastian 

   6:00 Mass at St. Sebastian 

Throughout Lent there will be Stations prayed on Friday’s. I will 

rotate between Epiphany and St. Sebastian.  On the weeks that I 

am not in either parish, someone will lead the stations. 

Also, just as a reminder, Ash Wednesday is a day of Fast and 

Abstinence. The Friday’s during Lent are days of Fasting, and 

Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence. 

 

Music and Liturgy 

Words and music belong together. 

Sometimes an association between 

words and music is so strong that 

we find it difficult to say the words without singing the tune-or 

to hear the melody without also thinking of the words. 

Try saying the words of the “Star-Spangled Banner” without the 

melody. If you’re like most people, you’re probably stumbling a 

bit. Now try it with the tune, Makes a big difference, right?  

Some texts just don’t seem right without music. Have you ever 

tried gathering around a cake ablaze with candles and just saying 

the words of “Happy birthday”?  Have you ever attended a foot-

ball game where the crowd only recites the words of the school 

fight song? 

Music has long played an important role in the life of the Church, 

especially in proclaiming, praying, and responding to the Word of 

God. The bishops who gathered at the Second Vatican Council 

recognized the intimate connection between word and music, 

declaring that the Church’s musical tradition is of preeminent 

value because “as a combination of sacred music and words, it 

forms a necessary or integral part of the solemn liturgy” (Second 

Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, no. 112. Copyright 2009, 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s.) As important as music is 

to our Liturgy, we all need to be more attentive.  If you think 

you would like to be a part of the choir or become a cantor, 

please know that your talents are most welcome!  Contact  

Dean Dellamalva, Coordinator of Liturgical Music, at 

ddellamalva@dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

 

Epiphany is planning on celebrating Mardi Gras 

on Tuesday, February 21st beginning at 6:30 

pm.  Don’t forget to gather up all of your old 

Palm branches from last year and bring them 

along. We will conclude our evening by burning 

those palms and using the ashes for distribution 

the next day. 

I hope that you will be able to come and be a part of the cele-

bration this year. We ask that you bring a dessert to the celebra-

tion, you can also BYOB! 

Liturgies of the Week 

February 11—Vigil 

4:30 pm Helen Stanish—Petrisin Family 

February 12—Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Virginia & Thomas Abbott—Daughter, Carole 

Wassilchalk & Family 

Monday, February 13 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, February 14—Ss. Cyril & Methodius 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Bernard Gorski—Cliff & Kim Gorski & 

Family 

Wednesday, February 15 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, February 16 

No Mass Today 

Friday, February 17—Seven Holy founders of  the 

Servite Order 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Ruth Melnick—Denise Shusta 

Saturday, February 18—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Anthony Bury—Grandma 

February 19—Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am George Hallal—Don & Judy Mitchell 

11:00 am (MM) John “Bud” McGinley—Pete & Karen Vesley 

 Sacrament of Baptism 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

BIBLE STUDY -YOU ARE INVITED! 

What We Believe: The Beauty of the Catholic Faith 

A 10-week video study exploring our Catholic Faith filmed in Rome. 

What do we believe? Why do we believe it? Discover or re-

discover the riches of our faith. 

Join us at the Parish Center on Tuesday, February 28 from 6—

7:30 p.m.  The Study Set which consists of a workbook, book, chart, 

and online access is $30. Please register by contacting  the parish 

office at 724-929-9300, or Sherry at 724-344-9737 by February 13. 

 

TEEN LENTEN RETREAT—True Presence 

NET Ministries will present a Lenten Retreat 

for Teens in grades 7—12 on February 25 

from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at St. John the Baptist 

Church, Perryopolis.  Breakfast at 8:30 a.m. 

the day concludes with Mass at 4:00 p.m. For 

more information email aslebodnik@dioceseofgreensburg.org. 

 

Sympathy and Prayers 

Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

ELIZABETH EVERSBURG, JANET BITONTI and JOHN “Bud” 

McGINLEY.  We extend our sympathy to their families.  May 

they rest in peace. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—February 18/19 

                   Lector              Lit. Coord          EM              Server 

  4:30 pm   J. Wasicek      K. Molesky          K. Molesky         M. Wasicek 

  9:00 am   B. Moskovitz   M. Shaughnessy   M. Shaughnessy   F. Carter 

11:00 am   T. Sebeitch      R. Messick          R. Messick          H. Miller 
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735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Sue Novosel

 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6318

Antique Gifts & Flower Shop
623 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon

724-929-3536


