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��������������Throughout December the Saturday 

confessions will be canceled in lieu of the Advent Pen-

ance Services. 
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Children and Family Services 

Children and Family Services Appeal collection to be tak-

en at Christmas Masses 

The annual Catholic Charities’ Children and Family Ser-

vices Appeal will be the second collection at all Christmas 

Masses Dec. 24 and 25. This collection helps people in 

our diocese who are less fortunate. Your support can 

change the future of an individual, family or child through 

the good works of Catholic Charities. 

 

ENJOY BOOKS 

St. Sebastian Regional Catholic School is 

offering 2023 Enjoy Books for Sale.  The 

cost is $30 per book.  Please call the School 

office to order your book (724-929-5143). 

 

Christmas Fruit Baskets 

Please stop by the Parish Hall to pick up your Fruit Bas-

ket.  Pick up on Thursday, December 22, 4—6 pm 

or  Friday, December 23, Noon—2 pm. 
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The Simple Things in Life… 

Here we are already celebrating the 

fourth and final Sunday of the Advent 

Season.  We must be careful not to 

turn our liturgies into “Christmas 

Masses” this week.  Even though we 

are all ready for the excitement of Christmas only a few 

days away, the atmosphere of this week’s readings is still 

one of promise and hope and not fulfillment. 

This week our gospel centers around the parents 

of Jesus and more specifically on Joseph.  Many people in 

our world today will travel great distances and go to great 

lengths seeking miraculous happenings.  But the surprise of 

this season is that God’s greatest miracle happens close to 

home: the simple consent of a man and a woman to do 

God’s will.  The gospel is an annunciation to Joseph that 

Mary would conceive and bear a Son by the Holy Spirit.  

Yet, by God’s choice, the collaboration of an ordinary man 

and an ordinary woman was necessary.  Joseph and Mary 

heard God’s word announcing salvation and they obeyed it.  

Through such divine-human collaboration Jesus became 

“Emmanuel…God is with us.”  Here is the Good News of 

the gospel: by such a simple act as Joseph’s obeying God’s 

messenger and taking “his wife into his home,” God is with 

us in the incarnated Son. 

There is even more Good News, if God chose such 

simple people as Joseph and Mary to incarnate the divine 

Son, is it not reasonable to think that Son’s continued pres-

ence in the world is brought about by us?  God’s choice to 

cooperate with humanity in bringing about salvation is not 

limited to Mary and Joseph, but continues in our own hear-

ing of God’s word and obedience to God’s will.  Thus, the 

Incarnation is not limited to a single event we celebrate an-

nually in December, but happens every day in the ordinary 

circumstances of our own lives.  The twist in this gospel is 

that God chose us to bring salvation to us who need it. 

 On these final days of Advent, why not spend some 

time thinking about how God uses the simple things in life 

to help us learn the greatest lessons.  Ironically, it is usually 

the simple things in life that we tend to overlook the most.  

We take so much for granted the little things in life that be 

are barely even aware of them.  Throughout the entire 

scriptures, God makes use of the common parts of life to 

reveal the greatest of glories.  The more we are able to 

recognize the goodness and glory of God in the simple 

things in life, the more God’s love will be a part of our 

world. 

 Make an effort today to reflect on who Christ is for 

us and what believing in Him means to our life.  Remember 

to become aware of the little things in your life for that is 

where you will see the greatest gifts! 

Nov. Expenses    Amount 

Maintenance    $        822.32 

Phone     $        168.31 

Electric     $        938.52 

Local Charity    $     1,000.00 

Other Utilities    $        678.65 

Par. Ctr. Kit. Floor    $     3,200.00 

Misc. Office    $        760.45 

Church/Liturgy    $        515.00 

Final Roof Payment   $     5,378.54 

Payroll     $    22,827.81 

Diocesan Expenses    $    15,009.60 

          (Breakdown) 

Accent                    $         775.20 

Ed. Assessment         $      6,947.50 

Dio. Assessment       $      4,031.84 

Insurance                   $      3,220.06 

Data Processing        $           35.00 

Total         $    51,299.20 
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�Listed below is a breakdown of 

what our monthly expenses were as opposed to the amount of 

money taken in.  We will be providing this to you on a monthly basis. 

Week        Collection 

Nov. 6       $     9,825.00 

Nov. 13     $   11,111.75 

Nov. 20     $     6,136.00 

Nov. 27     $   10,107.58 

 

Total   $   37,180.33 

Consider 

online 

giving, 

click the  

“my Eoffering” button 

on our parish website. 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 

The schedule for Masses on Christmas will be 4:00 pm on 

Christmas Eve, then a Christmas Mass at 10:00 pm; 

then on Christmas Day morning at 10:00 am. Please make 

a note that there will be only one Mass on Christmas Day. 

Carols & Anthems 

Prior to the 10:00 pm Mass on December 24, our Parish 

Choir will share the music of Christmas from 9:30—10:00 

pm.  All are welcome to come and be blessed by their 

beautiful presentation. 

 

Angel Tree 

Once again this year we had a successful 

project with the Angel tree.  It is heart-

warming to see such generosity pour 

from the people of our parish.  The gifts 

that you bought will certainly make a 

brighter Christmas for some needy peo-

ple in our community.  We all need to 

celebrate this gift and be grateful that 

we are able to do it.  Know that the hearts of many will be 

greatly blessed because of your kind and gracious generosity. 

 

Ladies of Faith 

The Ladies of Faith celebrated their first Christmas Party 

and it was a tremendous success.  It was so nice to see so 

many ladies come together and celebrate the season.  As 

we strive to build this organization up, we would like once 

again to invite all of the women of our parish to come and 

be a part of it.  The next meeting will be held January 5 at 

6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

 

�������	���������

Star Nail & Spa are offering $50 gift certificates for their 

services: nails, pedicure, and waxing. The owners, parish-

ioners of St. Sebastian, are donating 100% of all proceeds 

to the Church. Star Nail is located at 825 Broad Ave and 

can be reached at 724-810-3333. We thank them for their 

kind generosity. The certificates are available at the Parish 

Office. 

Liturgies of the Week 

December 17—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Death Anniv) Michael J. Hazy—Brother, Jim Hazy 

& Family 

December 18—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am (Birth Date) Vincenzo, Donna & Jeffrey Ambrose—

Family 

Monday, December 19 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, December 20 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Scott Hoffman—Parents, Jim & 

Joanne Hoffman 

Wednesday, December 21—St. Peter Canisius 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, December 22 

No Mass Today 

Friday, December 23—St. John of Kanty 

8:00 am Pedro Blas Romero—Wife, Mary & son, 

Carlos 

Saturday, December 24—Vigil 

4:00 pm Intention of the Celebrant 

10:00 pm Intention of the Celebrant 

December 25—Solemnity of the Birth of Our Lord, 

Jesus 

10:00 am Intention of the Celebrant 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, 

PRIOR TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

�

In observance of the celebration 

of the Birth of Our Lord, the 

Parish Office will be closing 

Friday, December 23 at 12-Noon.  

The office will reopen on 

Wednesday, December 28. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

St. Sebastian & Epiphany of Our Lord will hold a Purse 

Bash, April 30, only 200 tickets sold for $30 donation.  

More information in future bulletins. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

December 24 

                   Lector              Lit. Coord              EM              Server 

  4:00 pm  M. Patterson     S. Wawro     S. Wawro    C. Hoffman 

                C. Gorski 

10:00 pm  M. Shaughnessy C. Farrier     C. Farrier     N. Jodon 

December 25 

10:00 am  E. Bagay          K. Molesky      K. Molesky   Volunteer 
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735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

Contact Sue Novosel to 
place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!


