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30 th 

“But the tax collector stood off at a distance...and prayed, 

 ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner’.  I tell you, the latter went home 

justified not the former; for whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 

and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Lk. 18:13-14 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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PRAYERS & PERFECT PAIRINGS 

Join Bishop Larry J. Kulick for Prayer and 

Perfect Pairings, a five-course dinner pre-

pared by priests from the Diocese of 

Greensburg, including our Pastor, Father 

Michael J, Crookston. Prayer and Perfect 

Pairings takes place on Thursday, No-

vember 10, at Christ our Shepherd 

Center, Greensburg. Each course is paired with wine. Vis-

it www.dioceseofgreensburg.org/PrayerandPerfectPairings for 

tickets or sponsor information. Proceeds will be used to sup-

port Eucharistic Revival efforts.  

 

HOME for the HOLIDAYS! 

A tour of Mon-Valley Homes will once again be offered on Sun-

day, December 4 from 1:00—4:30 p.m. sponsored by The Bag 

Brigade, a community outreach helping the children in the Belle 

Vernon area with food on the weekends.  Among the featured 

homes are The Charlton cement homes-Donora, a Frank Lloyd 

Wright design-Monessen, and several others. The cost is $25.  

To register call 724-747-5191. 
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Reality Tour is a national parent and child drug education and 

prevention program held at the Belle Vernon High School.  The 

next scheduled program is on November 7 from 6-8:30 pm, 

arrive at 5:30 pm, at Belle Vernon Area High School, For more 

information, go to realitytour.org or call 724-797-0955. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—October 16, 2022 

Regular Offertory:   $                    7,961.00 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $                       518.00 

Votives:    $                       290.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $                       180.00 

Catholic Accent:   $                         50.00 

World Mission:   $                         65.00 

 

Total October 15/16 $  9,064.00 

 

Gourmet Chocolate Apples/Pretzels 

Flyers and a signup sheets are in the back of the church for the 

fundraiser via Applelicious of Carnegie.  The large apples-

$14.00, small apples-$11.00 and pretzels-$4.50.  All orders due 

by the first week of November. 

 

WEDDING SOUP SALE—NOVEMBER 5!! 

Pre-order only—Wedding Soup at $9 per quart.  You may mail 

your order and payment to the Parish Office or drop in collec-

tion by October 30.  Pick up on November 5 between 4:00 

pm–6:00 pm from the Parish Hall. 

Help to make the soup.  Call Terri (724-929-8675). 

���������	
�����A Matter of the 

Heart! 

   This Sunday’s gospel presents us with another 

simple yet very complex story.  Jesus tells us of 

two people: one a Pharisee and the other a sinful tax collector.  

Jesus could not have picked two people that were more oppo-

site in their approach to life.  The tax collector extracted mon-

ey from his fellow Jews to support the efforts of the Roman 

government.  Often the tax collector would keep a portion of 

the money for himself and give the remaining funds to his em-

ployers.  The Pharisee on the other hand lived his life keeping 

the traditions of Israel alive even during difficult times of occu-

pation.  It is interesting that just like the story of the rich man 

and Lazarus most of us would almost immediately identify with 

the sinful tax collector and his humble prayer.  Not many of us 

would like to admit being like the Pharisee.  Yet, some of us 

really are like the Pharisee in that we put our pious acts above 

everything else and think that this is how we are justified. 

   For example, some people fill their houses with statues and 

shrines and say prayers constantly, but are anything but chari-

table and self giving toward others.  Others constantly judge 

the prayer practice of others thinking they themselves have the 

right formula.  Truth be told, probably most of us have some-

thing of both the Pharisee and tax collector in us.  So this Sun-

day is a wonderful opportunity to assess not only our prayer 

life, but also our basic stance toward God. 

   Sirach in the first reading simply tells us that God shows no 

favorites.  Whether privileged and rich or lowly and poor, God 

gives the same treatment.  God will not accept bribes, nor will 

God allow us to “pile us grace.”  Many feel that they can pile 

up grace.  The more prayers you say, the more times you bless 

yourself with holy water, the more genuflections you perform, 

the more you will earn God’s favor.  It is this attitude against 

which Sirach speaks.  For Sirach, each one of us gets from God 

what we deserve - and that merit is not based on wealth or 

prestige but on conscientious service to God.  Sirach reminds 

us that God sees into the heart and receives prayers and offer-

ings that are made in humility and sincerity.  Externals even 

good works and charitable offerings, can become an obstacle 

to pure religious vision, and lead us to think that we are better 

than others. 

   As we look at the parable of the Pharisee and tax collector 

we must be careful not to make the Pharisee into a whipping 

boy.  Nor is the tax-collector the model of good behavior.  

Jesus is inviting us to look beyond external behavior to see the 

interior self that Scripture calls “the heart” – that center of a 

person where one’s motivations and concept of self is formed.  

Although the Pharisee is faithful to pious practices, he is miss-

ing the heart of prayer and the core of faith demonstrated by 

the tax collector. It is the tax collectors humility that draws 

him closer to God and allows him to go home justified. 

   Prayer helps us to enter into and maintain an intimate rela-

tionship with God.  Like we learned last week, we must be 

consistent in our prayer, for it is in our prayer that we 

acknowledge who we are before God.  Somewhere in this 

parable is a little bit of all of us.  We just need to search our 

hearts and get in touch with the Pharisee and tax collector that 

are roaming around in each of us.  Remember that it is always 

a matter of the heart! 

WEDDING SOUP ORDER 

NAME________________________________________________ 

PHONE_______________________________________________ 

# QUARTS____________________________________________ 

PAYMENT IS ENCLOSED_________________________________ 

PICK-UP ON NOVEMBER 5 BETWEEN 4—6 P.M. 



All Saints and All Souls 

Next week we celebrate two great feast days honoring all of 

those who have died.  We recognize the countless people who 

have attained the honor of eternal glory through the Sainthood 

of Jesus Christ.  On November 1
st

 we celebrate the feast of All 

Saints.  This is a Holy Day of Obligation.  We will cele-

brate Mass at Epiphany of Our Lord at 6:30 pm on Mon-

day, October 31, and at 8:00 AM. at St. Sebastian on 

Tuesday, November 1st. 

On Wednesday November 2 we recognize those souls who 

have not yet attained the glory of Sainthood with the celebration 

of All Souls.  There will be a Mass in memory of all those who 

have died at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, November 2 at St. Se-

bastian. 

On Thursday, November 3 there will be a prayer service at 

6:30 at Epiphany.  We will  pray for all of our beloved dead.  I 

encourage everyone to come and pray for all of their loved ones 

who have died. 

 

Little Things for Little People is sponsoring their 

Keeping Little Hearts Warm Drive during November. We are 

collecting new baby/toddler blankets and toys for preschool age 

and under, valued at 15 or less for Santa to pass out when he 

visit our program in December. Items can be brought to the 

parish office. 

 

“Spirited,” the first Diocesan Women’s 

Conference, is set for Saturday, Novem-

ber 12, from 7:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at Christ 

our Shepherd Center, Greensburg. The day will feature praise 

and worship, including Mass with Bishop Larry J. Kulick, plus 

speakers, witness testimonies, crafts, prizes and lunch. To regis-

ter, visit DioceseofGreensburg.org/Spirited. 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER today Sunday, October 23 at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall, Monessen, from 11:30 a.m.—5 p.m.  

Eat in or Take out.  Cost: Adults—$12—Children Under 12- $7. 
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BIBLE STUDY 

The Bible Study,  Jesus: The Way, The Truth and the Life, 

will meet from 6—7:30 pm on Tuesday, October 25 and also 

on Monday, October 31 in the Parish Center. If you have any 

questions call Sherry Messick, 724-344-9737. 

 

Ladies of Faith Group will meet on THURSDAY, NO-

VEMBER 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  All women of the 

parish are invited to attend. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, NOVEMBER 9, at 

11:00 a.m. in the Parish Center.  For more information call Jo-

annie Brown at 412-657-7880. 

Liturgies of the Week 

October 22—Vigil 

4:30 pm Mollie Wilson—Mary Martha & Michael Becher 

October 23—Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Alice & Joseph Walker—Daughter, Dolores Harhai 

& Family 

Monday, October 24—St. Anthony Mary Claret 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, October 25 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Andrew & Sophie Nusser—Daughter, 

Carol & Dave Shernisky 

Wednesday, October 26 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, October 27 

No Mass Today 

Friday, October 28—Ss. Simon and Jude 

8:00 am Kim Davis—Bonnie & Don Halinka 

Saturday, October 29—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Trasatti & Flora Families—Tammy & Tim 

October 30—31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Irene & Carl Lama—Son & Daughter 

11:00 am Romaine Kerestes—Jack & Fran Koschalk 

 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED SUNDAYS AT 8:30 AM, PRIOR 

TO THE 9:00 AM MASS.  PLEASE JOIN US! 

����������	
��������

Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

CATHERINE MISHER.  We extend our sympathy to her 

family.  May she rest in peace. 

�

����������������������

Our final sign-up date for the directory is 

next week.  Date available is November 

1st.  Sign up following Mass this weekend! 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—October 29/30 

                   Lector              Lit. Coord              EM              Server 

  4:30 pm  J. Wasicek        K. Molesky      K. Molesky     A. Peden 

  9:00 am  E. Bagay           B. Mallonee     B. Mallonee     N. Jodon 

11:00 am  A. Hoffman      R. Hoffman    R. Hoffman    C. Hoffman 

SENIOR PARISHIONER DINNER 

THIS MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2022 
 

A WELCOME BACK DINNER! 
 

All parishioners age 70 and over who have made 

their reservation are invited to come to the Parish 

Hall at 4:00 p.m. for Dinner. 

 

Volunteers Are Needed to help set-up on Mon. 10/24 at 

2 pm.  for the Senior Parishioner Dinner.  If you can help in 

any way, please call the Parish Office at 724-929-9300. 
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THIS SPACE IS

735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

Contact Sue Novosel to 
place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 office

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!


