
Parish Staff 

Rev. Michael J. Crookston Pastor 

mcrookston@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mr. Daniel F. Lisovich Business Manager 

dlisovich@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mr. Scott J. Martin Director of Faith Formation 

smartin@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mr. Dean Dellamalva Coordinator of Liturgical Music 

ddellamalva@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mrs. Linda Drury Parish Secretary 

ldrury@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mrs. Darleen Koury Bulletin/Faith Formation Secretary 

dkoury@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

724-929-9300/emergency sick call 724-684-7661     saintsebastianchurch.org     facebook.com/StSebastianChurchBelleVernon 

Baptism Preparation 

Third Wednesday of every month. Please call the 

Faith Formation Office, 724-929-9300. 

Religious Education/Formation 

Please call the Faith Formation Office, 724-929-9300. 

(RCIA) Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic, please 

call the Faith Formation Office. 

Reconciliation 
Confessions are on Saturday:  Epiphany—11:30 
a.m. and St. Sebastian—3:30 p.m..  You may also 
call at any time for an appointment for confession. 

               July 31, 2022 

 

Saint Sebastian Regional Catholic School 

Mrs. Carole Aiello: Principal 

caiello@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

Mrs. Tiffany Miller: School Business Manager 

tnmiller@sssbv.org 

School Telephone ~ 724-929-5143 

School Website ~ sssbv.org 

Mass Schedule  

Saturday 

  4:30 PM 
 

Sunday 

  9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

Tuesday, 8:00 AM 
 

   Friday, 8:00 AM 
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Photo Directory 
This fall, we are hoping to put together a “Photo Directory” for 

our parish. It has been many years since we have done one and 

our parish certainly has changed since then.  As we prepare to 

get this process underway and to assure success, we will need 

people to help with the taking of pictures. 

The company doing the directory will do most of the ground 

work for the directory, we just need people to help by being 

greeters and signing people in.  If you think you may want to 

help with this, know that anything you are able to give will be 

most welcome.  We will begin to take pictures in October. 

Please give us a call at the office, if you think you might be able 

to help.  The more people involved with the process, the more 

productive it will be.  I do thank you in advance for your help! 
 

Epiphany Parish Festival 
Epiphany of our Lord Parish Festival will be next Saturday, Au-

gust 6 from 5 pm to 10 pm, and Sunday August 7 from 11:30 

am – 8 pm.  There will be a fireworks display on Saturday at 

9:30 pm followed by an outdoor Mass at 10 pm. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—July 24, 2022 
Regular Offertory:  $   7,054.00                

Utilities & Maintenance:  $      138.00              

Votives:    $      287.65              

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $        35.00             

Catholic Accent:   $      523.00            

Peter’s Pence:   $        20.00         

 

Total July 23/24 $  8,057.65 
 

Music and Liturgy 
We do not sing at the liturgy…rather, we sing the liturgy!  In 

1972 the Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy wrote Music in 

Catholic Worship.  In this statement, we are told that music is 

basic to any solid approach to good liturgy.  Imagine purchasing 

tickets to see a musical; you are all excited and anxiously await-

ing to see the production.  Well, when you get there, all of the 

music is spoken and not sung…how would that make you feel?  

I know that I would be disappointed and would probably want 

my money back. 

Liturgy without music would be the same thing, empty.  Some-

times we don’t appreciate the importance of music in our wor-

ship, but it does make a difference.  Music is so much a part of 

life, we cannot celebrate liturgy without it.  Because music is 

such an important part of our Liturgical celebrations, we must 

do all that we can to ensure that our celebrations are com-

bined with good music.  In order for us to make this happen, 

we need your help.  Won’t you consider being a part of our 

music program?  Over the next few weeks, think about how 

you can share your musical skills & talents.  

 

. 

From the Pastor 
Where is your Treasure? 

This week our liturgy is asking us to look at how much greed is 

a part of our lives.  We are a lot more like the farmer, who 

built bigger barns to hold a bumper crop and then didn’t live 
long enough to in enjoy it, than we would care to think or ad-

mit!  “Maxed out” credit cards, multiple bridal registries, work-

ing to own bigger homes and newer cars, latest computer gadgetry, 
proliferating use of cell phones, big screen TVs, home theaters, 

low or nonexistent savings accounts…the list goes on and on.  

We have created a culture which sys having things – more and 

bigger and fancier – makes us happy. 

The gospel is going far beyond “you can’t take it with you.”  In 

this gospel, Jesus challenges the crowd to “guard against all 

greed.”  The “rich man” evaluates his life in terms of posses-
sions and believes he is secure.  On God’s scale of values, this 

man is foolish because these things are fleeting.  According to 

Qoheleth, laboring for wealth and possessions is not only fool-

ish but results in sorrow, grief, and anxiety. 

Today, Jesus teaches us that the only wealth worth acquiring is 

to become “rich in what matters to God.”  The question the 

gospel raises then is “what matters to God”?  As St. Paul tells us 
in the second reading, the only things worth anything at all are 

those things which are from above.  Thus, what really matters 

to God is that we learn a new set of priorities.   

Luke reminds his readers that none of us are able to control 

the circumstances of life.  We may pile up riches and hope they 

guarantee us happiness, but they can disappear at any moment.  

Riches are transitory.  Greed can be the root of all evil.  Stingy, 
greedy and possessive people cannot align their thoughts to 

God and reach outward to others.  Greedy people lose a sense 

of what is important in life.  Possessions create an illusion that 
we have control over our destiny.  Not so, says Jesus.  Tonight 

you might have a heart attack and all your possessions will be 

left behind.  So beware: stash away your blessings rather than 

your wealth! 

Greed in all of its form is intrinsically evil.  Most of the political 

and financial scandals of our day are because of greed.  Wars 

are started for oil, corrupt politicians in poor African countries 
steal food aid and sell it rather than distributing it to the poor, 

CEOs of huge corporations manipulate the stock market, leav-

ing millions of people without pensions or medical care, while 

the guilty ones still keep their multimillion dollar pensions. 

Jesus is not saying that discipleship means we must give up all 

possessions.  That is neither practical nor necessary.  There is 

nothing wrong with possessions in themselves and there is eve-
rything wrong with destitution, no matter what the reason.  All 

of us deserve whatever material things we need in order to 

pursue a wholesome life.  A problem arises when concern for 
our possessions or the drive to have more and more is our 

highest priority.  Jesus is simply reminding us that our riches are 

to be shared, not hoarded.  Wealth is not being addressed here.  
Rather, the appropriate use of wealth always remains a chal-

lenge.  “Where your treasure is, there is your heart,” it’s all 

about values.  God has charged us all to be generous with the 

gifts and treasures entrusted to us. 



“Junque” Sale… 
This weekend, we sponsor our annual junque sale and it has be-

come quite the community event.  I am grateful to everyone 

who helped to make this year’s sale such a success.  Under the 

superb guidance of Bonnie Halinka, there were many people 

who came throughout the month of July to get things set up.  

Please know that everything you have done certainly  does not 

go unnoticed, and we are all grateful for your help. 

We cannot forget all of the many people who donated their 

used “treasures” to the sale.  Without all of your generous do-

nations, we would not be able to have the sale.  All in all, success 

does not even begin to express the outcome of this year’s sale.  

Again, a warm and heartfelt “thank-you” to you all! 

 

Parish Festival 
The St. Sebastian Parish Festival is Sunday, September 18, 

from 12 p.m. until 7 p.m.  In order to make this a successful 

event, we need volunteers from our parish. 

Raffle Baskets:  Please consider donating a Theme Basket 

or items for our basket raffle.  We are looking for the following 

basket themes: Beauty, Car Care, Steelers/Penguins/Pirates, kids 

games, Pets, Lottery, Spa, movie night, Wine/Alcohol. You can 

drop your basket or items at the Parish Office during regular 

business hours. 

Parish Raffle:  Every year as part of our Festival, we send out 

a packet of tickets to all of our parishioners which will be pulled 

at the Festival.  If you have not yet turned yours in, won’t you 

please consider doing so?  The money raised from the tickets 

certainly does help to assure we have a successful festival. 

 

Religious Education 
The 2022-2023 School Year for Faith Formation will begin Mon-

day, September 19.  Classes run from 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. and 

are held in the St. Sebastian School building. 

Parents, If your child is entering the first grade, or has not at-

tended Religious Ed classes as yet, and is not attending a Catholic 

School, please call the Faith Formation Office (724-929-9300) so 

that we may enter his/her name to the class roster. 

Children: Attending Religious Education classes is a great way 

to meet new friends while learning about the faith you share. 

Faith Formation is a requirement for all students who do not 

attend a parochial school in order for them to understand and 

receive their sacraments.  Registration forms have been 

emailed to previously registered students.  Forms are 

also in the church pamphlet racks or can be found on 

the St. Sebastian Parish webpage.  We are in need of a 

volunteer to teach the 6th grade Religious Education 

students, as well as, additional teachers and aides.  

Please call Scott at the Faith Formation Office, if you 

feel called to this ministry. 

 

Fr. Leon Hont 
We have been receiving many requests for Fr. Leon’s contact 

information.  If you would like to send him a card or drop him a 

line, you may send it to the following: 

 St. Vincent Archabbey 

 Attn:  Fr. Leon Hont 

 300 Fraser Purchase Road  

 Latrobe, PA 15650 

Liturgies of the Week 
July 30—Vigil 

4:30 pm Edna Patty Garnic—Family 

July 31—Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am Raymond & Minnie Logan—Children 

11:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

Monday, August 1—St. Alphonsus Liguori 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, August 2—St. Eusebius of Vercelli/ St. 

Peter Julian Eymard 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Lola Martin—Judy Moody & Family 

Wednesday, August 3 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, August 4—St. John Vianney 

No Mass Today 

Friday, August 5—Dedication of the Basilica of 

Saint Mary Major 

8:00 am Jackie Koliscak—Judy Moody 

Saturday, August 6—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm John Kerestan—M/M Lou Toth 

August 7—Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) Lorraine Nelson—Rene Moncini 

11:00 am William Whiteko—Sue Ann Edwards 

Sympathy and Prayers 
Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

THERESA A. TOTH.  We extend our sympathy to her family.  

May she rest in peace. 

 
Parish Picnic 
On the 28th of August at Cedar Creek Pavilion #1, we are 

going to “resume” our parish picnic.  It is always nice to spend a 

relaxing afternoon and get caught up with members of our 

parish.  In order for the picnic to happen, we will need some 

people to “take charge” of getting things together.  So far no 

one has responded to coordinating the picnic.  If you think 

you would like to help with this, please give us a call at the office.  

This will be the last plea for help.  If there is no response, the 

picnic will have to be cancelled. 

 

Women of the Parish are Invited 
“Ladies of Faith,” women’s group of St. Sebastian Parish, will 

meet this Thursday, August 4, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

Join in and enhance your faith and spirituality through this 

formation. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE—August 6/7 

                   Lector              Lit. Coord              EM              Server 

  4:30 pm  C. Gorski        S. Wawro      S. Wawro      A. Peden 

  9:00 am   E. Bagay        B. Mallonee    B. Mallonee    A. Frank 

11:00 am   A. Hoffman    R. Hoffman    R. Hoffman     C. Hoffman 
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THIS SPACE IS

735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

Contact Sue Novosel to 
place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM


