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“Some are last who will be first, and 

some are first who would be last.” 

Luke 13:30 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 21st  
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Faith Formation 

We are reminded today that all of God’s children 

are in the same position in life and Jesus meant it 

when He said that the last may very well come 

first. In answer to the question “will many be saved,” Jesus as-

sures us that we are all given the same opportunity to embrace 

the salvation offered to us through the grace of God! 

Religious Formation. 

   Life certainly has thrown many curve balls our way and it has 

brought about many changes. Even though our society has gone 

through many disruptions and new ways of doing things, there 

are those factors of life that remain constant. The formation of 

our children is one of those factors. 

   After COVID we have been very slow in getting people back 

to church and this is beginning to take its toll. Our children 

have been a “visible” absence in church and this is a concern 

that we all should be worried about. When we talk about the 

future of our Church, we need to look at our youth, for they 

are the future. It is a responsibility that falls on all of our shoul-

ders to see that our children are catechized in the faith. 

   We are in the process of putting together our program for 

Faith Formation. There are many exciting things planned for 

this year. Remember if your child (or grandchild) is at the age 

to receive Reconciliation of First Communion, they need two 

years of formation. If you have someone for Confirmation, they 

also need two years prior to being confirmed. 

   You can find registration forms for this year’s program in the 

back of the Church. Classes will begin on September 19. If 

you have any questions about formation you may contact 

Scott Martin our director, or call the office. 

 

Christmas Fundraiser 

I know it is early, but it is better to get a jump on things so we 

are not overwhelmed!  For Christmas this year we are going to 

sponsor a fundraiser selling delicious hand-dipped apples and 

pretzels.  These goods come from Applelicious which is located 

in Carnegie.  Large Apples will sell for $14 and smaller ones for 

$11.  The pretzels will sell for $4.50 each.  These apples and 

pretzels make wonderful gifts for the holidays.  There will be 

more information in the coming weeks concerning this sale. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure—August 14, 2022 

Regular Offertory:   $                  5,882.14 

Utilities & Maintenance:  $                     811.00 

Votives:    $                     126.00 

Cap. Project/Roof Fund:  $                     144.00 

Catholic Accent:   $                       83.00 

Catholic University:  $                       25.00 

Assumption:   $                     212.00 

 

Total August 13/14  $  7,283.14 

 

Parking When School is in Session 

St. Sebastian Regional Catholic School classes 

begin this Tuesday, August 23.  Please be 

reminded that the parking lot behind the 

Church is not to be used on days that school 

is in session.  For safety reasons this lot is to remain empty 

until after 3:30 p.m. on school days.  Please use the lower lot 

on Henry Street or the lot along Fayette and Henry Streets. 
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�����Will all be saved? 

   Our readings speak to us today about 

how God invites the “whole world” to 

feast in the kingdom. Isaiah tells us that the 

voice of God beckons people from all na-

tions to come and share in His Kingdom. 

As the people in the days of Isaiah heard these words, it 

was hard for them to comprehend, but if we are honest 

with ourselves, it is just as hard for us today. 

   As people we to easily forget how amazing and unde-

served the grace that brought us to our present privilege 

and citizenship was. So much so that we begin to feel enti-

tled. This notion of entitlement begins to show in all areas 

of life. For example, in bumper-to-bumper city traffic when 

lanes on the freeway are forced to merge, have you ever 

watched in disbelief as a car is granted access to the open 

lane by a gracious driver who slows to allow space in front, 

only to watch that same vehicle so recently grafted into the 

traffic lane refuse access to another car seeking the same 

mercy from him. How quickly we forget mercy extended 

to us when it comes our time to pass it along to another. 

   Or a toddler, who receives all of her toys freely given 

from the sacrifice and love of parents, nevertheless learns 

quickly to angrily hurl the words “MINE” and “NO” when 

another child wanders into her play area to pick up one of 

her toys. How quickly today’s gifts become tomorrow’s 

entitled possessions! 

   To bring this point even closer to home we can look at 

the current issues surrounding immigration. Granted, there 

are a number of complexities with the whole immigration 

question, but it is still puzzling and ironic to hear so many 

Americans who are themselves descendants of immigrants 

to this country, resenting and resisting the next generation 

of immigrants who seek to come to America. How easy it 

is to forget that most of us are not too many generations 

removed from those hearty and hopeful forebears who 

came to this country by way of Ellis Island, or who were 

shipped here on slave ships against their will, but who 

nonetheless helped build and shape the character and 

strength of this great nation. What if the borders of Ameri-

ca had been closed to our ancestors, as some want to do 

to present day immigrants today? Again, yesterday’s gift can 

easily become today’s entitlement. 

   Isaiah speaks of a God who wants divine mercy and favor 

extended to all nations. God does not want any second 

class citizens, all are welcome. Jesus carries this same idea 

in the gospel for today. Basically what He is saying is that 

we have no right to stop God’s grace and favor from being 

shared with anyone; no matter where they may be from or 

how they live. God’s grace is open to all who want to ac-

cept it, the invitation is given freely to all people. 

Granted, there are many things we take for granted in life 

and there are many ways that we feel entitled, however we 

must tread lightly when we speak of our faith and belief in 

God. That is something that we must never take for grant-

ed or feel entitled over. 



PARISH FESTIVAL 

September 18 

The St. Sebastian Parish Festival is 

scheduled for Sunday, September 18, 

from 12 p.m. until 7 p.m.  “Many hands 

make light work!”  We are still in great need of volunteers in 

many areas for the festival.  If you would like to volunteer, please 

call Maggie Kelly, 954-850-0849. 
 

Raffle Baskets: 

Please consider donating a Theme Basket or items for our 

basket raffle. We are looking for the following basket themes:  

Car Care, Penguins/Pirates, Kids Games, Pets, Spa, Movie Night, 

Wine/Alcohol and Lottery Tickets!  Can you drop a few lottery 

tickets off as a contribution to our lottery basket? You can bring your 

theme baskets and/or items to the Parish Office during regular 

business hours. 
 

Parish Raffle: 

Every year as part of our Festival, we send out to all of our pa-

rishioners a packet of tickets which will be pulled at the Festival.  

If you have not yet turned yours in, won’t you please consider 

doing so?  The money raised from the tickets certainly does help 

to assure we have a successful festival. 
 

 

Festival Bake Sale 

Baked goods are needed for the Festival Bake Sale.  Contact 

Anita at 412-393-9319.  Donations may be dropped off at the 

Parish Hall on Saturday, September 17 at 10:00 a.m.  Please 

label your baked goods. 
 

Festival Foods 

A huge thank you to all who have given their time, talent and 

treasure in preparing food for our Parish Festival.  To date 500 

meatballs, 900 stuffed shells, and 970 cabbage rolls were made.  

Anyone wishing to help in the kitchen the week prior to the 

Festival, please call Laura at 724-797-3959. 

 

Bible Study 

We are looking at doing a Bible Study this fall on Tuesday eve-

nings from 6 – 7:30 beginning September 27.  The topic will be 

Jesus: The Truth and the Life, and it will run for 10 weeks, it is a 

video series filmed in the Holy Land. 

The cost of the study set is $30 which includes the workbook, 

book, timeline chart and online access.  If you are interested in 

this please give us a call at the office or you can contact Sherry 

Messick at 724-938-2395. 

 

Homebound Parishioners 

If a member of your family or you are homebound, and would 

like to receive the Eucharist, please call the Faith Formation Of-

fice to let us know (724-929-9300).  Also, the Parish Shawl Min-

istry knits and/or crochets lap blankets for the homebound.  

Please let us know if you would be interested in receiving one of 

these lap blankets that are made with love and prayers for those 

who receive them. 

Liturgies of the Week 

August 20—Vigil 

4:30 pm (Death Anniv) Mildred “Sis” Bethem—John & 

Donna Kerestan 

August 21—Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am (Death Anniv) Donna Ambrose—Family 

11:00 am (Death Anniv) LeRoy Nicolaus—Wife, Marlene & 

Family 

Monday, August 22—Queenship of Mary 

No Mass Today 

Tuesday, August 23—St. Rose of Lima 

8:00 am (Date of Birth) Cometta Vincenzes—Ruth Ann 

Spark 

Wednesday, August 24—St. Bartholomew 

No Mass Today 

Thursday, August 25—St. Louis/St. Joseph Calasanz 

No Mass Today 

Friday, August 26 

8:00 am Michael Capco—Niece, Paula Lancas 

Saturday, August 27—Vigil 

3:30 pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

4:30 pm Thomas R. Hartman—Wife & Family 

August 28—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish 

11:00 am Joanne Manetta—John & Mary LaCarte 
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Please remember in your prayers those who have died: 

CHARLES BUZALKA and MARGARET MAST  We extend 

our sympathy to their families.  May they rest in peace. 

 

SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH   PAGE 2            BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE—August 27/28 

 

                   Lector              Lit. Coord              EM              Server 

  4:30 pm  S. Wawro        C. Farrier       C. Farrier       A. Peden 

  9:00 am  M. Shaughnessy  B. Moskovitz  B. Moskovitz  N. Jodon 

11:00 am  T. Sebetich        R. Messick      R. Messick     M. Ceccarelli 
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735 Henry Street
Your Hometown Supermarket

Quality Meats
Fresh Sliced Deli Meats

Gift Certificates
PA Lottery

Money Orders - Stamps
Daily: 8:30a-9p

Sunday: 8:30a-5p

Duritza’s

RYGIEL 
EXCAVATING

Stanley A. Rygiel
Joseph R Rygiel
724-326-0129

Fayette City, Pennsylvania

North Belle Vernon
428 Broad Avenue
724-929-9897

MARK E. RAMSIER
Attorney at Law
823 Broad Avenue
North Belle Vernon, PA 15012
Telephone (724) 929-0144

Russ’ TavernRuss’ Tavern
Est. 1964Est. 1964

1019 Broad Ave.1019 Broad Ave.
N. Belle VernonN. Belle Vernon

Parzynski Funeral Home & Cremations LLC
Serving Our Parish Family with Integrity, Honesty and Dignity Since 1976

626 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon • 724-929-6183 • www.parzynskifuneralhome.com
Michael J. Parzynski-FD, Leonard J. Parzynski-FD, Supervisor. Perryopolis

Rachael L. Parzynski-FD

Funeral Directors 
Shelby D. Ferguson II, Karlee R. Ferguson,  & Adam S. Ferguso  

We’re Here to Guide You Through Life’s Difficult Moments

724-929-5300
700 Broad Avenue

Belle Vernon
www.FergusonFHC.com

A Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC)

Offering Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 
& Personal Care Services

www.monvalleycare.com
200 Stoops Dr, Monongahela, PA 15063

Mon Valley
Care Center

Call for a tour today! 

724-310-1111

Contact Sue Novosel to 
place an ad today! 
snovosel@4LPi.com 
or (800) 477-4574 x6318 

FOR A FAYETTE PARTS SERVICE NAPA STORE NEAR YOU VISIT US AT 
FAYETTEPARTS.COM OR NAPAONLINE.COM

Top 1% of Realtors | Multi-Million Dollar Producer
5-Star Real Estate Agent | Champions Club Member

MARIE SLAGUS Realtor
724-797-3681 cell | 724-929-9699 home

Superior Service Since 2000 
Hard Working, Dedicated, Passionate to help you  
with the biggest sell or purchase you will make!


