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EIJHHH IN DORDINARY fI

Peter approached Jesus
and asked him, “Lord, if &
my brother sins against
me, how often must |
forgive? As many as seven
times?” Jesus answered,
say to you, not seven
times but seventy-seven
times.” - Mt 18:21-22

Excarpts frpm the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 C
Mass Schedule Rev. Michael J. Crookston Pastor
mcrookston@dioceseofgreensburg.org
Rev. Joel Boco Parochial Vicar
Saturday Monday, Tuesday, jboco@dioceseofgreensburg.org
4:30 PM Wednesday, 8:00 AM
Sunday Friday, 9:00 AM Religious Educ.ation/F ormation
9:00 AM Please call the Faith Formation Office, 724-929-9300.
11:00 AM
- - - (RCTIA) Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Saint Sebastian Regional School Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic,
Mrs. Carol Aiello: Principal please call the Faith Formation Office.
caiello@dioceseofgreensburg.org Reconciliation
Mrs. Tiffany Miller: School Business Manager Confessions at St. Sebastian’s are after the 8:00
tnmiller@sssbylorg a.m. Mass on Monday and at Epiphany on Tues-
School Telephone ~ 724.929/5143 day f'rom 5:00 — 6:00 p.m. .You may also call at
any time and make an appointment for confes-
School Website ~ ssbv.org sion.

724-929-9300/emergency sick call 724-684-7661 saintsebastianchurch.org facebook.com/StSebastianChurchBelleVernon
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From the Pastor—How do | live wisely?

Imagine if you can a world where eve-
ryone thinks and acts the same way
that we do. Everyone has the same
values from which they live; they have |
similar attitudes and opinions. lfwe 8
were all on the same page then there
wouldn’t be conflict or hurt feelings.
This sounds nice and it would be a wonderful way to live life,
but that is simply not reality. We are all individuals with our
own opinions and ways of living, we all have our own expecta-
tions as to how others should live and conduct their affairs.
We are unique and we all have our faults and weaknesses as
well as strengths and gifts. As people we bump shoulders and
step on toes, we do offend others sometimes without even
knowing it. When we are offensive to another we usually feel
justified in our opinions and we almost expect people to forgive
us when we do them wrong. However, when the shoe is on
the other foot and people offend us, we are not so ready to
offer forgiveness or understanding.

Sirach in our first reading this week reminds us that we hold
tight to injuries and we are not so quick to offer forgiveness
even though we expect to be forgiven when we show remorse.
The book of Sirach comes from Israel’s Wisdom literature, in
the book, Sirach observes ordinary circumstances of life and
addresses the question: “How do | live wisely?” This is the
question we all need to be asking ourselves. Today’s reading
deals with anger, vengeance and forgiveness and how God re-
sponds to them.

Anger can be a powerful feeling in life and when we are not
aware of it, can lead to vengeance, and even more severe be-
havior and attitudes. In his wisdom Sirach invites all people not
to hold on to anger or seek any type of revenge. Rather seek
always towards forgiveness and reconciliation. He also points
out the simple fact that we are all in need of forgiveness, not
only from one another, but also from God.

The Gospel for this week deals with the issue of just how often
must we forgive. Again, this is a part of life that we all have
dealt with in our lives. How much do we have to take before
we bite back? As Jesus answers Peter’s question he points out
the simple mission of the church, to forgive one another as we
have been forgiven. This sums up the teachings of Jesus very
clearly. We are to embrace one another with a forgiving heart
and a reconciling spirit; not an easy thing to do! We all should
spend a little time thinking about the grudges we hold against
others, the hurts we harbor, and the anger that we allow to
control us. Why do we hold onto such things, they bring no
good to anyone! Jesus asks us to forgive seventy times seventy,
or not to put any limits as to how often we are to forgive. Je-
sus goes to great length in pointing out how extravagant God’s
mercy and forgiveness are, we are all being asked the question
as to how far our mercy goes and to whom do we extend for-
giveness. Sirach has it right when we are asked how to live
wisely. If we only took the time and made the effort to find
answers to that question maybe we would all be a lot better off
in life.

Stewardship of Treasure
Due to the early transmission of today’s bulletin, the financial
report for last Sunday, September 6, will be in a future bulletin.

MONTHLY OVERVIEW —Listed below is a breakdown of
what our monthly expenses were as opposed to the amount of
money taken in. We will be providing this to you on a monthly

basis.
August Expenses Amount Week Collection
Maintenance $ 112.43 August2 $ 8,609.00
Phone $ 280.53
Electric $ 129860 M) 83 SIS
Other Utilities $ 77296 August 16 $  6,956.00
Misc. Office $ 82049 August23 $  6,161.00
Church/Liturgy $ 133.31
Property Taxes $ 1,464.80 August 30 $ 6,041.00
Loan Payment $ 930.22 Total $_38,080.00
Payroll $ 23,989.06
Diocesan Expenses $ 14,696.05 s E

(Breakdown) '\}T\N G{.{_ .
Accent $ 1,11031 L — Consider
Ed. Assessment $ 7,001.54 e ."- Z Electronic
Dio. Assessment $ 4,058.86 o L‘_‘} 0 Givin
Insurance $ 2,452.77 9.
Data Processing $ 45.00
Other $ 2757 Call Dan Lisovich,
Total $.44,498.45 724.929.9300.

Stewardship, a way of life...

Remembering that Stewardship is the attitude with which we
approach life, and all that we do in life. It is becoming aware
of how much we have been given in life, and how blessed we are.

A Good Friday Collection

This year, because of the Corona |9 pandemic we did not
take up a Good Friday Collection which supports Christians in
the Holy Land. Pope Francis has asked that we take up this
collection on September 13. If you would like to give to
this collection, simply put your donation in an envelope and
mark it “Holy Land.” The collection will be taken this week-
end.

Pastoral / Finance Council Meeting

There will be a combined meeting of the Pastoral and Finance
councils on the 14 of September. Because of the social
distancing that is required, we will have this meeting over
Zoom. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at
the office.

Bowling League

Epiphany Mixed League will be starting

Monday, September |4. League bowl- *_;__
ing is a great way to get some exercise, *
have fun or show your competitive spirit. ;u. il H-*}'il .
The league is open to anyone interested. gy sssrss b
You do not have to be a member of *

Epiphany to belong. Bowlers will meet at u C‘I
6:30 p.m. at AMF BELLE VERNON

LANES (formerly Brunswick 51 Lanes). If you are interested
or have any questions, call Evie Yatchyshyn at 724-684-9294.
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COVID-19 Cloth Masks

If you can, help others; if you cannot do that, at least
do no harm to them — Dalai Lama

Public health experts agree that
the coronavirus is primarily spread
through respiratory droplets emit-
ted when an infected person ex-
hales, talks, sneezes or coughs.

A cloth mask helps the most contagious respiratory drop-
lets from spreading to others. A mask is particularly im-
portant because most infections are caused by people who
are unaware they are infected. The most contagious peri-
od is 48 hours before the onset of symptoms while others,
who show no symptoms, unknowingly transmit the virus
throughout the duration of their infection.

Unfortunately, a mask does little to protect a wearer from
an infected person who is not wearing a mask. That is be-
cause inhaling in a cloth mask draws air from around the
edges of the mask, not through the protective cloth fabric.
Consequently, an infected non-mask wearer potentially
puts everyone else nearby at risk.

That's why wearing a mask is not a personal decision. Ra-
ther, it is a decision about not harming others - a collective
effort - where the individual mask wearer protects the
group and the group of mask wearers protects the individual.

Middle School Priesthood Discernment Group
Jeremiah Days is an opportunity for middle school-aged
boys and their parents or guardians to gather to learn, dis-
cuss, and pray about a vocation to the priesthood. The
group will meet on the following days: September 19,
November 14, February 20, and April 17 from 9:30 am —
I'1:30 am at St. Barbara Church in Harrison City.

To register, please visit
gbgvocations.org

High School & Young Adult
Priesthood Discernment Group
The Melchizedek Project is designed for both high school
and young adult aged men to gather with other individuals
their age who would like to grow in their understanding of
how to discern a vocation to the priesthood. Each gather-
ing involves prayer, discussion on a specific topic related to
priesthood and dinner. Please visit gbgvocations.org for
registration information, dates, and locations.

MASS INTENTIONS

If you would like to have a Mass prayed for the intention of
a deceased loved one or for a special intention, there are
dates and times still available for the 2020 and 2021 calen-
dars. Please call Linda in the Parish Office at 724-929-9300
to schedule your Mass intention.

O Lord, may I always be aware of the help | need
from others—and the help they need from me.

Liturgies of the Week

September |12—Vigil
4:30 pm James & Elizabeth Savarino—Family
September | 3—Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish
[1:00 am August & Mary Korber—Son, James & Carol
Monday, September |4—The Exaltation of the

Holy Cross
8:00 am Forrest McKenna—Wife, Nancy
Tuesday, September |5—Our Lady of Sorrows
8:00 am Bill Granlund—Mother, Sally
Wednesday, September |6—Ss. Cornelius &
Cyprian
Tonarelli & Paglia Families, Gerry, Tina &
Elaine
Thursday, September | 7—St. Robert Bellarmine

No Mass Today

Friday, September 18
9:00 am (Date of Birth) Paul O’Hara—Family
Saturday, September |19—Vigil
4:30 pm (Date of Birth) Merry K. Hewitt—Sissy & Dayna
September 20—Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 am

9:00 am (Date of Birth) Tony Brightwell & Thomas |.
Costella, Sr—Pam & Family and Pattie & Tom
[1:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish

Liturgical Ministers:  Lectors Lit. Coordinator

Saturday, Sept. 19 4:30 pm  S. Wawro C. Farrier
Sunday, Sept. 20 9:00 am  E. Bagay B. .Mallonee
[1:00 am  T. Sebetich R. Hoffman

CHANGE IN MASS TIME

Beginning, September 18, there will be a School
Mass every week on Friday at 9:00 a.m. There will no
longer be an 8:00 a.m. Mass on Friday.

Readings for the week of September 13, 2020

Sunday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 1 1-12 [8]/Rom
14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 7b]/Phil
2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17

Tuesday: | Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/Ps 31:2 and 3b, 3cd-4, 5-6, |5
-16, 20 [17)/Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Woednesday: | Cor 12:31—13:13/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22
[12]/Lk 7:31-35

Thursday: | Cor [5:1-11/Ps 118:1b-2, |6ab-17, 28 [1]/Lk 7:36-50
Friday: | Cor 15:12-20/Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15 [15b]/Lk 8:1-3

Saturday: | Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14 [14]/Lk
8:4-15

Next Sunday: Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 [18a]/Phil 1:20c-
24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a




