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Parish Staff

Rev. Michael J. Crookston Pastor

mcrookston@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Rev. Joel Boco Parochial Vicar
jboco@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mr. Daniel F. Lisovich Business Manager
dlisovich@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mr. Scott J. Martin Director of Faith Formation
smartin@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mr. Dean Dellamalva Coordinator of Liturgical Music
ddellamalva@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Mrs. Linda Drury Parish Secretary
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Mrs. Darleen Koury Bulletin/Faith Formation Secretary
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“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.” Religious Education/Formation

Please call the Faith Formation Office, 724-929-9300.
Jn. 15: 1A

(RCTA) Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

please call the Faith Formation Office.

Mrs. Carol Aiello: Principal
caiello@dioceseofgreensburg.org
Reconciliation

Confessions Tuesdays, at Epiphany, from 5:00 —
6:00 p.m. You may also call at any time for an
School Telephone ~ 724-929-5143 appointment for confession.

Mrs. Tiffany Miller: School Business Manager

tnmiller@sssbv.org

School Website ~ sssbv.org

724-929-9300/emergency sick call 724-684-7661 saintsebastianchurch.org facebook.com/StSebastianChurchBelleVernon
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From the Pastor
We are the branches...

Today’s readings reveal to us that we are
intimately connected to the essence of God, like a branch
connected to the vine. We are reminded that our lives
must imitate that which we profess to be; we cannot
speak one way and act another. The only way in which
we can bear fruit that is good and wholesome is to stay in
constant contact with Jesus, to remain in him like a
branch on a vine. Only when the life of Jesus dwells

within us, are we able to bear fruit.

The vine is always there encouraging the branches
to go out and produce fruit. The vine is the main source
of life for all of the branches. If it were not there, the
branches would wither and die and there would be no
fruit. It is the ever present “vine” that is always
encouraging us to go into the world and produce much
fruit, by becoming the very best we possibly can. This is
also what God, our creator, wants for each of us and the

reason we were created in the first place.

As disciples, we are baptized into a life that calls
us to live lives of self sacrifice and service. Jesus reminds
us that we are to go into the world and “love not in
word or speech but in deed and truth.” The vitality
of the branches depends on the life that flows to them
from the vine. The branch can be vital, only by remaining
on the vine. Resurrection life in believers is like that: it is

something which must be maintained.

Just as we are to maintain our connection with
Jesus, the true vine, so too are we to be in connection
with one another. We must never forget our
responsibilities to one another. As we ponder over our
“connectedness” in life, we are reminded of the many
people who have helped to nourish us along our journey.
We must never forget their kindness and their love. By
our speech, as well as, by our actions ,we must show all
of those people how grateful we are for the gift of life and

love that they have shared.

The Easter season provides us with an
opportunity to look at ourselves and see how we can
grow. We should all take advantage of this time and look
at how we are with one another. Do we show our
appreciation for the many good things people do for us?
Do we in turn share those good things with others? The
image of Jesus, as a vine, and us, as the branches, is a
beautiful one indeed. In order to have a sense of life and
love, we have to feel connected to people. This week,
think of your many connections in your life, if some of
them need pruning so that you can bring forth much fruit,

then, make it happen.

‘Be the Light’

2021 Diocesan Lenten Appeal
Thank you to those who have already
taken the opportunity to “Be the Light” for their faith
community, by donating to the 2021 Diocesan Lenten
Appeal. Even a small gift can make a big difference.
Throughout the Easter season, we are reminded that
Christ is the light in our lives. The 2021 Diocesan Lenten
Appeal is an opportunity to “Be the Light” for those in
need. If you haven’t made your gift to the 202| Diocesan
Lenten Appeal, you should have received a mailing this
week. As we celebrate his joy and resurrection during this
Easter season, please consider placing your pledge card in

the collection basket or making your gift online at:

www.DioceseofGreensburg.org/BeTheLight.
Because of the generosity of a few, we have made our goal
for this year’s DLA. Although | am very grateful for the
money that has been donated, it is disappointing that we
have only heard from 19% of our parish for this year’s
campaign. Remember that everything that is given at this

point will stay 100% in our parish.

Stewardship of Treasure—April 25, 2021

Regular Offertory: $ 6,232.04

Utilities & Maintenance: $ 595.00

Votives: $ 204.00

Cap. Project/Roof Fund: $ 35.00

Catholic Accent: $ 105.00

Lenten Folder: $ 5.00
Easter: $ 110.00
Ascension: $ 15.00
Total April 24/25 $ 7,301.04
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First Holy Communion

Last week, Louis Minardi, Mallory Mi-
nardi, Max Russell, Emma Kosanko,
Austin Kosanko, Paige Gregory & Elias
Barajas celebrated their First Holy Communion. This is a
special time in their lives, as well as, the life of our parish
family. May the Grace of God continue to grow stronger
in their hearts. Congratulations!

Altar Candle Ring Flowers

This week’s Paschal Candle Ring Flowers are
in loving memory of Catherine Sulek by
Family. This week’s Candle Ring Flowers are
in loving memory James Weldon by Dr. John & Dorothy
Weldon.

1st Grade Parent famN®
Faith Formation Meeting \
All parents of children who wish to receive the
Sacraments of First Penance & First Holy Communion next
year are welcome to attend a mandatory meeting on
May 17, at 6:30 PM, at Epiphany of our Lord Church. This
meeting is required for your child to receive the
Sacraments. If you do not attend, we will assume that
your child will not be receiving the Sacraments next year.
If you do not receive a letter or email about this meeting,
please call Scott Martin at the Parish Office.

Craft & Vendor Expo

Our parish will be having a craft

JARTS & CRAFTS
L - ";#

and vendor show Saturday, May 8 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
in the social hall. There will be a wide variety of vendors

Liturgies of the Week

May |—Vigil

4:30 pm Charlesa Saksun—Ginger Pollack
May 2—Fifth Sunday of Easter

9:00 am
[1:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish

Monday, May 3—Ss. Phillip and James
No Mass Today

(Death Anniv) James Pascoe—Wife, Patti & Family

Tuesday, May 4
8:00 am Agnes Mahalko—Ricky & Nancy Rodriguez
Wednesday, May 5
No Mass Today
Thursday, May 6
No Mass Today
First Friday, May 7
8:00 am (Death Anniv) William D. Weaver—Wife, Marge
& Family
Saturday, May 8—YVigil
4:30 pm Intention of All Mothers
May 9—Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:00 am For All the People of Saint Sebastian Parish
[1:00 am Intention of All Mothers

Liturgical Ministers: Lectors Lit. Coordinator

Saturday, May 8 4:30 pm C. Gorski S.Wawro

Sunday, May 9  9:00 am M. Shaughnessy B. Moskovitz
[1:00 am C. Rhodes C. Korber

Sympathy and Prayers

Please remember in your prayers those who have died:

JAMES M. MONACK, SR. & HELEN BELLAN. We

extend our sympathy to their families. May they rest in
peace.
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Readings for the week of May 2, 2021
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/1 Jn
‘\ 9A JV 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8
{ Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14
Y | Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/Jn
i il 4wl |ia2730a

Matters of Sexual Misconduct Information

If you have any suspicion about the sexual abuse (or any other
type of abuse) of a minor child by anyone — please contact PA
ChildLine immediately at 1-800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser is
functioning in a parish, school or diocesan position as clergy, reli-
gious, paid staff or volunteer you are also requested to contact the
Bishop’s Delegate for Matters of Sexual Misconduct after you
have called the ChildLine number and made the report. The Bish-
op’s Delegate may be reached at 724-837-0901, ext. 1221.

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/In
15:1-8

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/Jn 15:9-11
Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21

Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4
[cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17




