ST. SEBASTIAN CHURCH

BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA

FEBRUARY 21—FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
4:30 pm  Sat. (Birth) James Guerra—Alberta Fields
9:00 am Deceased of Niehaus & Mavrakis Families—
Evangeline Niehaus
11:00 am For All the People of Saint SebastiaisRar
Rite of Sending
3:00 pm Rite of Election—Blessed Sacrament Ca#iedr
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22—CHAIR OF ST. PETER
8:00 am Jack Eversburg—Wife & Family
After Mass: Miraculous Medal Novena & Rosary
6:30 pm Stations of the Cross for Children
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23—ST. POLYCARP
No Morning Mass Today
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
9:30 am  School Masssirth) Virginia Alessio—Katherine
Alessio
6:30 pm Evening Prayer and Benediction
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
8:00 am Rev. Edward P. Gearing—John Krempasky
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
8:00 am  (Anniv) Margaret Baran—Holy Spirit Rosary Society
2:15 pm Stations of the Cross for Children
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross and Benediction
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
11:30 am Sacrament of Penance
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
4:30 pm For All the People of Saint Sebastiandpari
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
9:00 am Sherry Ross Rotheram—Joe & Irene Muccino
11:00 am Rose Walters—Children
Liturgy of the Word for Children
Boy Scout Mass

LITURGICAL MINISTERS—SERVERS &
MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Weekdays, Feb. 22,25,26 8:00 am L. Perozzi—G. lagiob
Wednesday, Feb. 24 9:30 amSchool Mass
Evening Prayer 6:30 pm  G. McLaughl
Friday, Feb. 26 Stations 7:00 pm  G. McLaughlin &@lunteers

Saturday, Feb. 27 4:30 pm  J. Hartman—M. Lowe
(MC) J. Hartman
Sunday, Feb. 28 9:00 am L. Galiszewski—J. Rabe

(MC) T. McCullough
11:00 am  A. Osiol—L. Perozzi

(MC) B. Antal
LECTORS COORDINATOR MINISTERS
Wednesday, Feb. 24
6:30 C. Gorski
Saturday, Feb. 27
4:30 D. Free M. Free J. Moody, S. & S. Zolock

J. Barger, L. Aul, S. Wawro
Sunday, Feb. 28
9:00 K. Keene S. Raymond D. Seman, D. Staskbli¢haus

D. Atkinson, S. Battaglia, C. Peterson

11:00 K. McLaughlin M. Nogy D. Koury, J. Morris, Btudnicki

M. Strickland, J. Cannizzaro, J. Frederick

Lot
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SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS Please remember in your
prayers those who died last week: LORETTA SENIOhtl a
JAMES MENDICINO, our parishioners; and CAROLINE
KELEMEN of Connecticut. We extend our sympathytheir
families. May they rest in peace.

PARISH ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK
Monday - Rel. Ed. Class, Gr. 1-5, School Bldg. 560In
- Valley of Hope, Church/Hall, 7:30 pm
Wednesday - RCIA, Parish Center, 7:00 pm
- Choir, Church, 7:15 pm
Saturday - First Eucharist Intergenerational, Egiph
Chapel Hall, 10:00 am
- First Eucharist Intergenerational, St. Sebastian
Parish Hall, 2:00 pm

Stewardship of Treasure

Sunday Needed for | Over/Under
Stewardship Budget +/-
Feb. 13/14 $9,469.05 $9,800.00 -$330.95

Fiscal Year to $283,165.50 $323,400.0q -$40,234.44

Date

Utilities & Maintenance—$%$1,594.00

Today’s Challenge, Tomorrow’s Hope
Goal: $720,000.00

This Week To Date
No. Families 2 350
Pledged $ 700.00 $685,985.00
Paid $ 100.00 $ 70,200.00

HOME MISSIONS OF THE AMERICAS This collection will
be taken up at all Masses. The purpose is to assist the
apostolate among the Blacks, Native Americans and
Hispanics of our country and of Latin America. Our Sister-
Diocese of Sicuani, Peru also benefits from this appeal.
The American Board of Catholic Missions will also share in
the benefits.  Your donation to the Missions of the
Americas Appeal on the First Sunday of Lent, can be an
expression of your faith this holy season of Lent.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER THE SICK OF OUR PARISH gecially

Leda Arrigoni, Paula Baker, Sister Mary Vera BartldMichael Bashada, Joseph
Beresik, Donna Biagini, Greg Brooks, Peter Carrpz¥enna Christner, Irene
Colborn, Alex Danyi, Ann Dorcan, Ernest Ehlers, Bae Engle, Joan Eversburg,
Michael Fenyar, Thomas W. Galley, Jr., Madison MaBardner, Rudy Halgas,
Betty Jean Henderson, Janice Hill, Ann HusovitzildPena lacovangelo, Marie
Koliscak, Barbara Kubik, Debbie Kurtis, Ann KrosoS8tanley Lubinski, Kenneth
Mathianas, Fr. Leonard McAlpin, Kathleen McCulloyghwilliam Molnar, Sr.,
Mary B. Nagy, Chris Naylor, Joseph Naylor, KarenNéil, Joanne Pavalonis,
Stella Povlich, George Rue, Mary Ann Rocco, Matheussell, Joylyn Sabolek,
Barbara Sedlak, Steve Semancik, Guido Simboli, pfos8mith, Darla Staff,
Laverne Stark, Frank Stancato, Chuckie Stringbiinna Sweitzer, Jim Webb.
Lord, we ask that you bless your friends who ack.siGive them strength in body,
courage in spirit, and patience in pain. We agkttivough Christ our Lord. Amen.
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RITE OF ELECTION AND CALL
TO CONTINUING CONVERSION
At the 11:00 a.m. Mass this Sund
February 21, we celebrate the Rite
Sending for our Catechumens. Tt
at 3:00 pm at the Blessed Sacran
Cathedral in Greensburg, ¢
candidates and catechumens 1 't

gather from across the diocese to celebrate treedrit
Election and the Call to Continuing Conversicur
Catechumens celebrating the Rite of Election are
CHARLES R. AXTON, JR. and JACQUELINE S.
DILEGGE; they will be among the elect. Let us
pray for these our elect and the elect and careidat
from all parishes of our Diocese in this Lentenseea

SECOND GRADE STUDENTS & PARENTS The
Intergenerational Workshop for First
Eucharist will take place on Saturday,
February 27. For your convenience
the Workshop will be held twice: first
at Epiphany of Our Lord Chapel Hall
in Monessen, from 10:00 a.m. until 12-

Parish Hall from 2:00—4:00 p.m. All
2nd grade students and their parents should attend
workshop.
Mass date & time form for their child’s Sacraments)
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SAINT SEBASTIAN WEB SITE

Fasting

by Paul Turner

Ever discover you just cat
eat? Maybe you have an ex
coming up. Of you've had a deatt
the family. Maybe you're about to
give a speech. Or it's only days before your wegldin

Emotional events in our lives can cause a physical
reaction tensing up in the stomach, making it hardven
think about food. We naturally fast as a meangeparing.

Imagine the church, the Body of Christ, as one
giant organism getting ready for the big eventtaf year,
Easter. The emotional promise of that day is causin
physical reaction in us: it's hard to think aboabvd when
we're drawing so close to the celebration of thatldend
resurrection of the Lord.

Our most common form of liturgical fasting is the
hour we spend before receiving communion, abstginin
from food and drink. Most of us don't think abotiany
more, but it used to be a three-hour fast, and poichat, a
fast from midnight. This had the advantage of mgkin
communion the first food of the day, a real spaitibreak-

Noon and repeated at St. Sebastiar fast."

The canon and local laws regarding fasting during
Lent are well-publicized each year. We abstain froeat

(St. Sebastian parents should turn én thon Ash Wednesday and the Fridays of Lent and we fas

(eating only one full meal) on Ash Wednesday anads0
Friday.

But the liturgy presumes that fasting, or somenfor
of self-sacrifice, accompanies the Lenten seasanA&h
Wednesday, the opening prayer asks God to "makedtlyi
holy by our self-denial." The prayer of blessingepthe
ashes asks to "keep faithful to the discipline @nt"
Before blessing the palms on Passion Sunday, gémsdar
will remind us that “for five weeks of Lent we habkeen
preparing, but works of charity and self-sacrifiéey, the
celebration of our Lord's paschal mystery."

Holy Saturday, not just Good Friday, implies the
presence of a fast. The church abstains from corromuit
may be given only to the dying. And those prepaffmg
Baptism "should refrain from their usual activitieppend
their time in prayer and reflection, and, as fatles can,
observe a fast." We all may find that extending thst
from Good Friday through Saturday helps us celebrat

Don’t forget to check our web site for the latest Easter better.

information, forms and pictures of parish event$e
Web address is:
http://www.saintsebastianchurch.org

Fasting heightens our anticipation of Easter and
gives us solidarity with the world's hungry. A fadéthome
will give new life to the prayers we hear and tbags we
sing this Lent.

Copyright (c) 1997 Resource Publications, Inc., E6¥irginia St. #290, San
Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. Paul Turner, pastst. John Regis Parish in
Kansas City, Mo., holds a doctorate in sacramehgadlogy from Sant' Anselmo
University in Rome. His e-mail is PaulTu@aol.com.



SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH

A TIME TO START GETTING

@ BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA, READY FOR OUR

4th ANNUAL

February is National Boy Scout month an WINTER INDOOR

February 7 was the 100th Anniversary of the scoutil YARD SALE
movement in the United States. The 12th Poinhef t SAINT SEBASTIAN
Scout Law reminds us that a Scout is reverel PARISH HALL
Carrying out their Duty to God, Scouts here at Sai
Sebastian will celebrate this Anniversary next Synd Saturday March 6; 2010
February 28, 2010, at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. All Ci 8:00 am—2:30 pm

Scouts, Boy Scouts, Explorers are invited to atte
this Mass in their uniforms.
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Belle Vernon Area Ministerium
LENTEN LITURGY & LUNCH P
(Wednesdays during Lent) #
. o L $ %& ((
Devotions & Lunch—12:00 Noon—1:00 pm ) %&( ((*
12—12:30 pm—Worship Service
12:30—1:00 pm Soup & Fellowship +, -
Feb. 24 First Presbyterian Church
501 Fayette Avenue
n $ /
March 3 Lynnwood Lutheran
900 Washington Road 0 /
March 10 Rehoboth Presbyterian
442 Rehoboth Road 1
March 17 Concord United Methodist 2 2
Port Royal Road, Rostraver 3 4567 TR
Everyone Welcome! 456 77 (@
! 2
Cookbook Enthusiasts
Our parish cookbook has arrived. Easter, MothBey, '0< /<_
June Weddings—just a few of the special occasians y ! —
can give the gift of our Saint Sebastian Cookbamkfor [=:17 W=7 TRAT T2

your very own collection. Cookbooks are availaslehe — njj.—/= — "
Parish Office. The cost is $10.00 per book. < / @ > +<1$ A2 5(&(
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LENTEN EVENING PRAYER

FAST/ABSTINENCE: Days of Abstinence-Ash
On Wednesdays during Lent Evening Wednesday & Fridays in Lent. All persons 14 years and

; ; . older are not to eat meat on these days. Days of Fast-
E)ﬁ)yv%gwlLSeBpgﬁggigigfh;rmst SI'SSSE? Ash Wednesday & Good Friday. All between the ages of

. . 18-59 are to eat only one full meal and not eat between
Sacrament. Evening Prayer is part of the qqis.

Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of

the Church. It is prayed at various hours of 2010 DAY by DAY LENTEN BOOKLETS

the day by priests, deacons and men ancThe LITTLE BLACK BOOK for adults and the LITTLE
women in many religious communities. Its PURPLE BOOK for young people will again be offered this
origins were many centuries ago in Year. These Lenten booklets, with prayers and reflections
monasterles and ConventS, and COﬂSIStS 0 fOI’ th|S Lenten season, are aVailabIe f0r $1OO eaCh at the

public recitation of psalms of the Old

Testament, scripture readings and prayers. Thirbeva
Prayer Basket for your special intentions. If yae in

need of prayer, know someone who is, or if you have

special intention, simply write the person’s namette

intention on a piece of paper and place it in thayér

Basket. We will place these names and intenticferb

the altar and make intercession for them each Waethye
throughout the season of Lent. All are invitegia in this

“sanctification” of the hours of our daily lives iding these
weeks of Lent.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations will be prayed on Mondays and Frid
during Lent. All are invited to attend the
services. Please check the bulletin for chang
the schedule. If there is no school, the childs:
Stations of the Cross will be cancelled.
schedule is as follows:

Monday, February 22, 6:30 P.M.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR CHILDREN

Friday, February 26, 2:15 P.M.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR CHILDREN

Friday, February 26, 7:00 P.M.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Followed by
BENEDICTION of the BLESSED SACRAMENT

LI A2

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC MEDIA —Available this Lent are
inspirational CD’s that will enrich and strengtheyour

relationship with Jesus Christ and understandingpof Catholic
Faith. There are a variety of CD’s by speakershsag: Scott
Hahn, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, Captain Guy @sutehris &

Linda Padgett The cost of the CD’s on display 3s08 each.
Additional CD’s available by becoming a memberhs Catholic
CD of the Month Club.

entrances to the Church. Please place your offering in the
envelope provided. Envelopes may be placed in the
collection basket or brought to the Parish Office or night
deposit box.

LENTEN FOLDER For your convenience the Lenten
Folder is now designed to hold quarters or dollar bills. The
Lenten Self-Denial Folders have been mailed to all
parishioners. During Lent each of us is asked to put 50
cents or a dollar, daily, or weekly, whenever you can, in the
slots provided as a symbol of penance and almsgiving, a
traditional Lenten practice. You may place your folder in
the collection basket at the end of Lent.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND Please pick up
blessed ashes and prayers today in the priest’s sacristy for
distribution to those you visit.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM Lent is the time of
preparation for the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter
Vigil and during the Easter Season. The Sacrament of
Baptism is not solemnly celebrated in our Parish
during Lent.  If you would like to have your child baptized
after Lent and have attended the class, please call the
Faith Formation Office at 724-930-8504. The next Baptism
Preparation session is scheduled for Wednesday, March
10 at the Epiphany of Our Lord Chapel Hall at 7:00  pm.

PARKING FOR DEVOTIONS If you are attending
Lenten devotions held during the afternoon and evening
hours, we ask you refrain from using the parking lots of

our neighbors . Parking spaces across from the Parish on
Broad Avenue are for the patients attending physical
therapy and patrons of local businesses. We have plenty
of parking available in the 3 lots adjacent to Henry Street.
Please be considerate of our neighbors and those who
patronize their establishments.

MISSION STATEMENT We the Parish Family of Saint Sebastian, H
Vernon, serve people in Westmoreland and Fayettentiss. We are Rom
Catholics of various ethnic backgrounds with stréengily values demonstratir

Love of our neighbor consists of three things; tq a variety of skills, trades and professions. Thgppse of the parish is to glor
. . God by assisting the community on the “Journey dfifatime” through thd
desire the greater gOOd of everyone, to do whad slele Liturgy and Sacraments, teaching and preaching\tbeel of God, and witnessiH

we can when we can; to bear, excuse and hide sthel

faults. St. John Vianney

to our faith. As a community of faith, we are coitted to love of God an
neighbor through worshiping together and servinget in caring for the
spiritual, emotional and physical needs. Each ofsucalled to strengthen g
reach beyond our parish through being responsiel@asds of our time, tale
and treasure in the spirit of our patron, SaintaS&an.

elle




